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GOD'S OUTLINE OF 

 

WORLD HISTORY 

 

READ DANIEL 1, 2 

 
All Scripture is quoted from the New King James Version 
and is used by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers 

 

 

The Importance Of Bible Prophecy 

 

The study of Bible Prophecy is extremely helpful in gaining a Divine Perspective of human history. 

Though written many years ago, Daniel and Revelation provide an accurate overview of history from 600 

B.C. to the present. The accurate fulfillment of these prophecies is strong evidence that there is a God and 

that the Bible is a trustworthy guide. Through Isaiah, God said: 
 

"Remember the former things of old, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God and there is 

none like Me; declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things that are not yet 

done."  Isaiah 46:9,10. 
 

The prophecies in Revelation build upon the book of Daniel. The first and most basic prophecy is 

recorded in Daniel 2. As a wise teacher, God starts with a simple outline and then builds upon it, adding 

more details in each succeeding prophecy. So in order to understand Revelation, one must begin with the 

prophecies in Daniel, just as a student starts with 2 + 2 and then works up to multiplication and division. 
 

A study of Bible prophecy reveals that a very powerful and loving God is still in control of planet 

earth. One Christian hymn reminds us that even though the wrong seems to be very strong, God’s 

Kingdom will win out in the end: 
 

This Is My Father’s World 

"This Is My Father's World, O let me ne'er forget 

That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet. 

This is my Fathers world; Why should my heart be sad? 

The Lord is King; let the heavens ring! God reigns; let the earth be glad." 

 

Even though there is much suffering and evil in this world, Daniel and Revelation reveal how God is 

working to bring a complete end to sin, suffering, and death. In Revelation 21:1-4, John wrote about the 

kind of life God has planned for all those who want to live with Him forever. 
 

"I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.... 

Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His 

people.  
 

"God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from their 

eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the 

former things have passed away." 
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Jesus Wants Us To Understand Daniel and Revelation 
 

Many believe the books of Daniel and Revelation cannot be understood. But Jesus said, “Behold! I 

am coming quickly. Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” Revelation 22:7. 

Jesus could not expect us "to keep" something we could never understand. Also, when Jesus talked about 

the final events of earth's history in Matthew 24, He referred to the book of Daniel and said, "Whoever 

reads, let him understand." Matthew 24:15. If He wants us to understand, we can be sure He will help us 

and give us the wisdom we need as we study. 
  

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and 

it will be given to him.” James 1:5. 
 

“When He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth.” John 16:13. 
 

When Jesus told the twelve disciples that Judas would betray Him, He stated a principle that helps us 

understand the purpose of prophecy. "I tell you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may 

believe.” John 13:19. Jesus knew they would not fully understand what He told them until after Judas 

actually betrayed Him. However, He wanted them to be aware that this was going to happen, so when it 

did happen, they wouldn't be totally caught off guard and lose all faith. 
 

In the same way, Jesus revealed the history of the Christian church in advance, so we can be aware of 

what is going to happen and maintain faith in God at all times. The prophecies that have already been 

fulfilled assure us that the prophecies that are yet to be fulfilled will come to pass. Jesus refers to Himself 

as “The Faithful and True Witness.” Revelation 3:14. In other words, we can trust what He says. 
 

Peter also writes about the importance of understanding prophecy by comparing it to a light that 

shines in a dark place. In the dark it is hard to see. If you light a candle in a room, the closer you are to the 

candle, the more light there is.  
 

"We have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark 

place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; knowing this first, that no 

prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of man, but 

holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit." 2 Peter 1:19-21. 
 

While there is darkness in the world, God has placed a candle in the world called the Bible. The more 

we understand it, the more light we will see. The Holy Spirit who inspired the prophecies in the first 

place, is the One who is sent to help us understand all truth.  
 

Prophecy shines light on the past, present and future so we can view the world from God's perspective 

and make right choices in our lives today.  
 

 Historical Background of the Book of Daniel 

 

Before we look directly at Daniel 2, it would be helpful to understand the historical background. In 

the very beginning God created a perfect world, free from death and pain. Then He provided Adam and 

Eve with the freedom of choice, for He desired the companionship of love, rather than the forced 

submission of a slave or the mechanical obedience of a puppet.  
 

As the head and representative of the human race, Adam chose to disobey God. His choice led 

mankind down the path of selfishness and suffering. Life would have ended immediately if God had not 

stepped in to save the human race from sin and death. As a result of the plan of salvation, each person is 

given the opportunity to believe God and follow Him. By revealing the truth about His love, forgiveness, 

and gift of eternal life, God hopes to win back the love and loyalty of many. 
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About 1900 years before Jesus was born, God invited Abraham to be the father of a nation that would 

follow Him and share His love and plan with the world. About 500 years later, the nation of Israel entered 

the land of Canaan. If they remained faithful, God promised to bless them that they might be a blessing to 

all the earth. If they persisted in disobedience and rebellion, God assured them that they would suffer the 

consequences. His protection would be removed and they would be defeated by other nations.  
 

Unfortunately, Israel rebelled against God repeatedly. After they rejected many appeals to return to 

Him (Isaiah 1; Jeremiah 2,3), God allowed them to be defeated by Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon, 

in 605 BC. Many were taken to Babylon as captives. God still did not give up on them. He promised they 

would remain in captivity 70 years and then would be able to return to Jerusalem. (See Jeremiah 25.) God 

hoped they would learn a lesson and return with a desire to listen and obey Him.   
 

Daniel, along with many other young leaders, was selected to be educated in the Babylonian way of 

thinking and governing. At the beginning of his three years of study, Daniel made a decision to remain 

faithful to God no matter what happened. As a result, God blessed him with knowledge and 

understanding (Daniel 1:8,17). God is always able to work through people who make the kind of decision 

Daniel made. 
 

God Reveals The Outline of World History 

 

While in Babylon, Daniel wrote down what God revealed about the future. In Daniel 2 King 

Nebuchadnezzar dreamed something he knew was very important. He wanted to understand what it 

meant, so he asked his wise men to tell him both the dream and the interpretation. He figured if they had a 

special connection with the gods to interpret dreams, they could also find out what the dream was in the 

first place. This test assured the king that their interpretation could be trusted. But the wise men had to 

confess, 
 

"It is a difficult thing that the king requires, and there is no other who can tell it to the king except 

the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh." Daniel 2:11. 
 

Nebuchadnezzar was furious because their professed powers proved to be false. He made a decree 

that all the wise men were to be put to death. Daniel was to be killed as well. When he learned of the 

decree, he asked for time that he might tell the king what he wanted to know. After praying for 

understanding, God revealed to Daniel both the dream and the interpretation. 
 

Daniel Reveals The Dream 

 

The king asked Daniel, "'Are you able to make known to me the dream which I have seen, and its 

interpretation?' 
 

"Daniel answered in the presence of the king and said, 'The secret which the king has demanded, 

the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and the soothsayers cannot declare to the king.  
 

"But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to King 

Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream, and the visions of your head upon 

your bed, were these... 
 

"You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, whose splendor was 

excellent, stood before you; and its form was awesome. This image's head was of fine gold, its 

chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and 

partly of clay. You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on 

its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces... And the stone that struck the image became a 

great mountain and filled the whole earth." Daniel 2:26-35. 
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Daniel Explains The Meaning of the Dream 

 

"This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king. You, O king, are a 

king of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, strength, and glory; ...you 

are this head of gold. 
 

"But after you shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours; then another, a third kingdom of 

bronze, which shall rule over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron... 

Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be 

divided;... partly strong and partly fragile.  
 

"As you saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but they 

will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay. And in the days of these kings 

the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed;... it shall stand forever... 

The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure." Daniel 2:36-45. 
 

Nebuchadnezzar was very impressed and said, "'Truly your God is the God of god's, the Lord of 

kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you could reveal this secret.' Then the king promoted 

Daniel and gave him many great gifts; and he made him ruler over the whole province of 

Babylon, and chief administrator over all the wise men of Babylon." Daniel 2:47,48. 
 

The Dream Reveals an Overview Of History 

 

The following chart outlines the dream, the historical kingdoms, and the approximate time each one 

ruled.  While the historical overview is brief, it is very accurate and gives evidence of God’s ability to 

know the future.  
 

SYMBOL KINGDOM TIME FRAME 

Gold Head Babylon     605 - 539 BC 

Silver Chest Medo-Persia (Daniel 8:20) 539 - 331 BC 

Bronze Waist Greece (Daniel 8:21) 331-168 BC 

Iron Legs Rome 168 - 476 AD 

Iron - Clay Feet Divided Kingdom     476 - Present 

Stone Hitting Image God's Kingdom established 2nd Coming - forever 
 

2500 Years Accurately Fulfilled 

 

The Bible does not refer to every nation or group of people in the world. Rather, it focuses on the 

Israelites, the people to whom and through whom God chose to reveal Himself. It also talks about those 

groups or nations that had direct contact with Israel.  
 

In the same way, Bible prophecies about nations tend to deal with those parts of the world that have 

had the most contact with Christianity. God is not trying to be exclusive when He talks about some 

nations and not others. He simply desires that those who read the Bible will develop faith and confidence 

in Him and share His message with the world.  

 

In spite of this prophecy, and in fulfillment of it, many attempts were made to unite the nations of 

Europe. Daniel said, for example, that they would "mingle with the seed of men". For many years the 

royalty of Europe attempted conscientiously to assure permanent peace by means of intermarriage.  At the 

outbreak of the First World War almost all the ruling houses of Europe were interrelated. The prophecy 

was true, "they would not adhere to one another." 
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Charlemagne, Charles V, Napoleon, Kaiser Wilhelm II and Adolph Hitler were some of the 

ambitious men who have tried to unite Europe. But the prophecy promised, "They would not adhere 

to one another." During World War II, a great fear rested upon Europe when Hitler began his 

ambitious takeover. For a time it seemed he might succeed, but the prophecy given 2500 years earlier 

proved true once again.  
 

"The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure." For 2500 years the prophecy has been 

accurately fulfilled. We can also trust the promise that Jesus will return to set up His Kingdom.  
 

A Comparison Between Israel And The Christian Church 

 

Through the prophecies in Daniel and Revelation, God speaks especially to the Christian Church. His 

counsel, encouragement, promises, and calls to repentance are designed to help Christians remain faithful 

to Him and grow into maturity. While studying the prophecies it will be very helpful to keep in mind the 

experience of Israel, for their history is strikingly similar to the history of the Church. Paul encourages us 

to learn from their experience when he says,  
 

"Now all these things happened to them (Israel) as examples, and they were written for our 

admonition, on whom the ends of the ages have come. Therefore let him who thinks he stands 

take heed lest he fall." 1 Corinthians 10:11,12. 
 

ISRAEL CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

1. Abraham to Christ-Over 1900 yrs 1. Christ to Present - Over 1900 yrs 

2. God's messengers to the world 2. God's messengers to the world 

3. Blended truth with Baal worship 3. Blended truth with pagan ideas 

4. Wanted a human leader - a king 4. Looked to a human leader 

5. Rejected and killed God's people 5. Rejected and killed God's people 

6. Reformation came 4-500 BC when 

    Jews returned from exile in Babylon 

6. A reformation came 4-500 yrs ago                     

    when the Bible was more available 

7. A few always remained faithful  7. A few always remained faithful 

8. They elevated tradition over the Bible. 8. They elevated tradition over the Bible 

9. Many rejected a Savior from sin 9. Jesus is still the Savior from sin  
 

As was mentioned earlier, God called Abraham to be the father of a nation that would represent Him 

to the world. Though it took many years, Israel eventually became a great nation. When they remained 

faithful to God, they prospered. But when they strayed away from Him by following the traditions, 

customs, and gods of the people around them, God withdrew His blessings and protection. It was a sad 

day when the people asked for a king to rule over them that they might be like other nations. God told the 

prophet Samuel,  
 

"They have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them."  

1 Samuel 8:7. 
 

But God did not reject His people. He was patient with them, attempting to guide their kings. Under 

King Solomon (about 1000 BC), the kingdom reached the pinnacle of power and splendor. Solomon 

humbly asked God for wisdom to rule with justice and righteousness. Many came from far and near to 

learn the secret of his success. After visiting Solomon, the queen of  Sheba said:  
 

"It was a true report which I heard in my own land about your words and your wisdom. However 

I did not believe the words until I came and saw it with my own eyes; and indeed the half was not 

told me. Your wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame of which I heard... Blessed be the Lord 

your God, who delighted in you, setting you on the throne of Israel! Because the Lord has loved 

Israel forever, therefore He made you king, to do justice and righteousness." 1 Kings 10:6-9. 
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Israel Was Led Away From God 

 

But then Solomon disobeyed by marrying many wives. He allowed them to turn his heart away from 

God. 1 Kings 11. As a disciplinary measure, God told him the kingdom would be divided. The northern 

kingdom became known as Israel and the southern kingdom as Judah. (However the name Israel is used 

loosely to describe the whole nation.)  
 

For about 400 years things went from bad to worse. God sent many prophets to call His people to 

repentance, but in most cases they were ignored and rejected. Many were even put to death. God allowed 

His people to be taken captive by Babylon in 605 BC, hoping they would learn the futility of following 

the customs and traditions of the nations around them. It worked! When the Israelites returned to 

Jerusalem and rebuilt the temple, they never again worshipped other gods. Under the leadership of Ezra 

and Nehemiah (around 400 BC) a revival and reformation took place.  
 

Synagogues were set up in many areas to provide on going instruction so people would remain 

faithful to God. However, Satan was able to lead them into another failure. They became so concerned 

with following rituals and regulations that they failed to recognize their Messiah when He did come. Jesus 

pled with them:  
 

"You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which 

testify of Me. But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life." John 5:39,40. 
 

"These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in 

vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men... You have a fine way of setting aside the 

commands of God in order to observe your own traditions!" Mark 7:6-9. 
 

For hundreds of years God had patiently worked with the nation of Israel to help them understand His 

love and follow His plan. For hundreds of years He had waited for them to share His message of salvation 

with the world. Towards the end of His ministry on earth, Jesus must have wept when He said these 

words: 
 

"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! 

How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 

but you were not willing! See! Your house is left to you desolate." Matthew 23:37,38. 
 

Just six days later, the Jewish leaders asked Pilate to crucify Jesus: "If you let this Man go, you 

are not Caesar's friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar... Away with Him, 

away with Him! Crucify Him!... We have no king but Caesar!" John 19:12,15. 
 

The Jews rejected Jesus because He was not the kind of Messiah they wanted. They wanted someone 

to deliver them from the Romans and make them the rulers of the world. Jesus promised to deliver them 

from sin and Satan: 
 

"If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the 

truth shall make you free. 
 

"They answered Him, 'We are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in bondage to 

anyone. How can you say, 'You will be made free'?'" 

 

“Jesus answered them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. And 

a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. Therefore if the Son makes 

you free, you shall be free indeed. I know that you are Abraham's descendants, but you seek to 

kill Me, because My word has no place in you." John 8:31-34.  
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He wanted to take away their selfishness, envy, and hatred, and replace it with His "love, joy, 

peace, patience, ... and self-control." Galatians 5:19-23. 
 

What a tragedy! John had to write:  Jesus "was in the world, and the world was made through 

Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him." 

But fortunately He continued with a note of hope: "But as many as received Him, to them He 

gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name." John 1:10-12. 
 

God's People Today 

 

When Jesus came, everyone took notice of the miracles He worked, the ideas He taught, and the 

invitations He gave to follow Him. They had to choose to believe or reject Him. They could not remain 

neutral.  
 

When Jesus rose from the dead after being crucified, the evidence was almost overwhelming. As the 

disciples shared their convictions about Jesus, the honest in heart accepted the evidence and became 

followers of Jesus. In this way the Church was born and Christians became God's messengers to the 

world. 1 Peter 2:4-10. 
 

The Christian Church grew until it became the dominant religion in the western world. However, 

tragically the church followed the history of Israel by failing to remain faithful to the teachings and 

example of Jesus. 
 

The prophecies tell the history of Christianity in advance from God's perspective. The picture is not 

always pleasant. And sometimes the truth hurts. But God loves us enough to share the truth anyway. He 

hopes that we will learn from the past, understand how God is working in the present, and choose to 

follow Him today. 
 

We Are Faced With An Important Decision  

 

Today we are faced with the kind of decision that the Jews faced. Do we want a Savior from sin or a 

god who will simply satisfy our pride and greed? Will we allow Jesus to take away our sin and replace it 

with His love? Jesus says to each of us:  
 

"Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come 

in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. Revelation 3:20.   
 

"Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest... Learn from Me, ... 

and you will find rest for your souls. Matthew 11:28,29. 

 

On the next page there is a summary of the different groups of people in Jesus’ day. We can see some 

parallels to some of the groups of people today. The next study guide will focus on Daniel 7. 
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Divisions Among The Jews In Jesus’ Day Compared To Today 

 

By the time Jesus came, there were five major divisions among the Jewish people. They all were 

concerned with two major issues: what to do with the Romans who ruled over them and what were they to 

do to prepare for the promised Messiah?  
 

They mistakenly thought the purpose for the Messiah's coming was to free them from the Romans 

and set their nation up as the ruling power on earth. Instead, Jesus came to free all of humanity from 

slavery to sin and Satan. Many didn't want what He had to offer.   
 

The Pharisees were the conservative leaders and teachers of the Scriptures. They were the most 

zealous in upholding the law of God, for they believed that if a majority kept the Sabbath perfectly for 

just one day, then the Messiah would come and overthrow the Romans. So they worked hard to follow all 

the laws themselves. They also tried to make sure everyone else followed them as well. They were quick 

to point out where others had failed. But since it appeared that they were doing it for a good reason, 

people in general respected them. However, when Jesus pointed out some inconsistencies and selfish 

practices in their belief’s and actions, they resented Him. When they worked to put Jesus to death, their 

real motives were revealed. (See Luke 18:9-14; Phil. 3). 
 

The Sadducees led out in the temple worship and ceremonies, even though they had little faith 

themselves. They believed there was no life after death, so they focused on whatever they could get out of 

this life. (Mark 12:18). Believing it was useless to try to overthrow the Romans, they cooperated with 

them. The high priest would even gain his job through bribery.  
 

The Essenes withdrew from society, for they felt this was the only way to experience personal 

holiness. They invited people to join their group so they could teach them the right way to live. They felt 

this was the way to prepare the way for the Messiah to come. Many believe that John the Baptist 

associated some with this group. 
 

The Zealots believed the only way to gain freedom from the Romans was to fight militarily when 

possible. One of Jesus disciples is referred to as "Simon called the Zealot." Luke 6:15. A number of 

individuals claiming to be the messiah led out in uprisings against the Romans. These uprisings led the 

Romans to destroy Jerusalem in 70 AD and disperse the Jews throughout the Roman Empire. They 

remained dispersed until 1948 when the world nations agreed to recreate the nation of Israel. Many Jews 

today long to rebuild the temple, for they think the Messiah will not come until they do. They still do not 

realize that the Messiah has already come.  
 

The Sinners - Many people, for various reasons, gave up on religion and lived however they pleased. 

They could see the hypocrisy in their religious leaders and felt the system was very corrupt. The religious 

leaders referred to these people as the "tax collector's and sinners". They believed these people were 

rejected by God and taught others to not associate with them. Jesus was criticized for loving and 

accepting these people. (Luke 15:1,2). 
 

Within Christianity today, one can find divisions that are similar to the divisions that existed among 

the Jews in Jesus' day. Jesus invites us to humble ourselves and follow Him: 
 

Like the Pharisees, some think they are superior and more holy than others. 

Like the Sadducees, some compromise their principles to get ahead in this life. 

Like the Essenes, some withdraw from society to keep from being contaminated. 

Like the Zealots, some try to force their morality & lifestyle on others in various ways. 

Many have given up on Christianity to try other religions or no religion at all. 
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WHY THE JUDGMENT 

IS NEEDED 

 

READ DANIEL 7 

 
All Scripture is quoted from the New King James Version 
and is used by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers 

 

 

Stories In Daniel Illustrate The Importance Of Obeying God 

 

Daniel 1 - As a captive in Babylon, Daniel is one of the individuals chosen to be educated in their 

way of thinking and governing. When the students were given the rich food and wine from the king's 

table, Daniel requested to have vegetables and water, so as to not defile his body. At the end of 10 days, 

he was seen to be much healthier. And at the end of 3 years, he was much wiser. 
 

Daniel 2 - God revealed a basic outline of world history from 600 B.C. until the second coming of 

Jesus. For 2500 years the dream has been accurately fulfilled. Therefore we can also be confident that 

Jesus will return to set up His kingdom. Also, the rest of the prophecies in Daniel and Revelation build 

upon this one, each adding more details to the basic outline. 
 

Daniel 3 - Nebuchadnezzar did not want to believe what God had revealed. He chose to set up an 

image that was covered with gold. In this way he was saying his kingdom would last forever. He then 

tested the loyalty of all his officers by commanding them to bow down to it. When Daniel's three friends 

refused, they were thrown into a hot furnace. But the fire did not hurt them. 
 

Daniel 4 - God humbled Nebuchadnezzar by taking away his reasoning power. He was driven from 

his throne for 7 years. Afterwards, Nebuchadnezzar praised God:  
 

"I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, all of whose works are truth, 

and His ways justice. And those who walk in pride He is able to put down." Daniel 4:37. 
 

Daniel 5 - Belshazzar became the king of Babylon. He threw a big party, even though the army of the 

Medes and Persians surrounded the city. Then in the midst of the party he mocked God and praised the 

god's of silver and gold instead. That night the Medes and Persians captured the city and Belshazzar’s life 

came to an end. 
 

Daniel 6 - People who were jealous of Daniel trick the king into making a law that a person cannot 

pray to any god except the king. Daniel continues to pray to God and he is thrown into a den of lions. God 

protects Daniel and then those who were jealous were thrown to the lions. They were instantly torn to 

pieces. 
 

Daniel 7 - The prophecies in Daniel and Revelation build upon the previous ones. More details are 

added in each chapter, helping us better understand God's plan and viewpoint. After Babylon, Medo-

Persia, Greece, Rome, and the division of the Roman Empire, Daniel 7 portrays a Little Horn power. The 

characteristics of this Little Horn perfectly fit the Christian Church of the Middle Ages. For it became the 

dominating force politically, even though it was primarily religious. 

 

God focuses on the negative aspects of the church, hoping His people will accept the rebuke and 

follow His will. Since the Christian Church of the Middle Ages is a part of our heritage, Christians today 

must be willing to acknowledge that our church has been far from perfect. We must be willing to take an 

honest look at God's perspective that we might learn from the past. 
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Daniel 2 Compared With Daniel 7 

 

DANIEL 2 DANIEL 7 KINGDOM Date 

Head of gold Lion with wings Babylon 605 B.C. 

Chest of silver Bear raised up-1 side Medo-Persia 538 B.C. 

Waist of brass Leopard with 4 heads Greece 331 B.C. 

Legs of iron Terrible Beast Rome 168 B.C. 

Feet of iron & clay Ten Horns Divided kingdom 470 A.D. 
 Little Horn Christian Church 538 A.D. 
 Judgment Scene Judgment Begins  

Stone filling earth  Jesus returns  

 

Deception And Unfaithfulness In The Church 

 

Jesus and the Apostles warned that false teachers would deceive many people and lead them away 

from the gospel. As a result, the love of many would die out and the church would misrepresent the truth.  
 

"Take heed that no one deceives you. For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the 

Christ,’.... Many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will 

abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved."  

Matthew 24:4-13. 
 

Paul also warned, "Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock... for I know this, that after my 

departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also from among 

yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 

themselves." Acts 20:28-30. 
 

"Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to 

Him... Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away 

comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself 

above all that is called God or that is worshipped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, 

showing himself that he is God." 2 Thesselonians 2:1-4. 
 

Satan hates both truth and love, so he works hard to deceive and bring disunity. He knows what Jesus 

said concerning both: 
 

"And you shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free."  John 8:32. 
 

"Love one another; as I have loved you.... By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you 

have love for one another." John 13:34, 35. 

 

In Revelation 2 and 3 Jesus sends specific messages to His church. It is easy to tell that the church 

gradually becomes worse and worse. At its lowest point Jesus says that His enemies have been allowed to 

be the teachers in the church.  
 

"I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 

prophetess, to teach and beguile My servants to commit sexual immorality and to eat things 

sacrificed to idols." Revelation 2:20.  
 

Adultery and immorality are vivid ways of portraying God's people being unfaithful to Him. God 

foretold that the church would stray from Him just as Israel had done in the Old Testament. Being full of 

love and compassion, God has worked very patiently with His people throughout earth’s history. We can 

learn lessons from what God said to Israel when they played the “harlot.” 
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“‘Come now, and let us reason together,’ Says the Lord, ‘Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall 

be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If you are willing and 

obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured by the 

sword.’ For the mouth of the Lord has spoken. How the faithful city has become a harlot! It was full 

of justice; Righteousness lodged in it, but now murderers. Isaiah 1:18-21. 

 

“I brought you into a bountiful country, to eat its fruit and its goodness. But when you entered, you 

defiled My land and made My heritage an abomination. The priests did not say, 'Where is the Lord?' 

And those who handle the law did not know Me; The rulers also transgressed against Me; The 

prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit…. My people have committed 

two evils: They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, and hewn themselves cisterns-

broken cisterns that can hold no water.” Jeremiah 2:7-13.  
 

“The Lord said also to me in the days of Josiah the king: ‘have you seen what backsliding Israel has 

done? She has gone up on every high mountain and under every green tree, and there played the 

harlot. And I said, after she had done all these things, ‘Return to Me.’ but she did not return. And her 

treacherous sister Judah saw it.’” 

 

“‘Then I saw that for all the causes for which backsliding Israel had committed adultery, I had put her 

away and given her a certificate of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but went and 

played the harlot also. So it came to pass, through her casual harlotry, that she defiled the land and 

committed adultery with stones and trees. And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah has not 

turned to Me with her whole heart, but in pretense,’ says the Lord.” 

 

“Then the Lord said to me, ‘Backsliding Israel has shown herself more righteous than treacherous 

Judah. Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say: ‘Return, backsliding Israel,’ says the 

Lord; ‘I will not cause My anger to fall on you. For I am merciful,’ says the Lord; ‘I will not remain 

angry forever. Only acknowledge your iniquity, that you have transgressed against the Lord your 

God, and have scattered your charms to alien deities under every green tree, and you have not obeyed 

My voice,' says the Lord.’” 

 

“‘Return, O backsliding children,’ says the Lord, "for I am married to you. I will take you, one from a 

city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion. And I will give you shepherds according to 

My heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding…. Return, you backsliding children, 

and I will heal your backslidings.’” Jeremiah 3:6-15,22. 
 

Characteristics Of The Little Horn Power 

 

THE LITTLE HORN AN EXPLANATION 

1. Grows out of the 4th beast -v8 1. It is somehow connected to Rome 

2. It arises among and after the ten 

    horns that broke up Rome 

2. By 500 AD the Roman Empire was 

    divided by Germanic Tribes 

3. Three of the first horns were plucked 

    out by the roots 

3. Heruli, Vandels, Ostrogoths were 

    defeated. 

4. It has the eyes of a man 4. Human insight, wisdom, leadership               

    Note: Genesis 3:5; Isaiah 5:21 

5. It's mouth speaks pompous   

    words against the Most High 

5. It exalts itself and tries to 

    replace the work of God.  

6. It fights against the saints -v 21 6. It persecutes people of God 

7. It will be different -v 24 7. It is first religious, than political 

8. Tries to change times & laws-v 25 8. Establishes laws contrary to Bible 

9. Saints are handed over for a  

    time, times, and 1/2 a time 

9. Has authority for 3 1/2 times. 

    See explanation of time. 
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Lesson #1 - Love Your Enemies 

 

History records the dominance of the Church during the Middle Ages. Sadly, history also tells us the 

Crusades and the Inquisition were organized by the church to kill those who didn't agree with her. Today, 

followers of Jesus realize God's way is different. Jesus said,  
 

"Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, and pray for 

those who spitefully use you.... For He [God] is kind to the unthankful and evil. Therefore be 

merciful, just as your Father also is merciful." Luke 6:27-36.  
 

Jesus was willing to die to save His enemies. The Christian Church somehow lost sight of this and 

began to kill others to save its own ideas and organization. 
 

Lesson #2 - Study The Bible 

 

Since the Bible was not available in the language of the people, the church was trusted to reveal God's 

truth. But over a period of centuries, church leaders neglected the study of the Bible. In the 1500's, when 

printing presses made it easier to own a Bible, people began to study it for themselves. Many realized that 

the church had strayed away from important teachings of the Bible. 
 

(Today, the Bible is readily available for those who are interested. For a person who is new at 

studying the Bible, it may seem difficult to understand. However, the key is not to try to understand 

everything all at once.  

 

Begin with the life of Jesus in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Then read the Book of Acts that tells 

how the Christian Church grew from the beginning. A third step might be to read the stories in Genesis 

through Esther to learn about Creation and the history of the Israelite nation.)  
 

Lesson #3 - Follow Truth, But Respect Others 

 

Protestant churches were formed as people chose to worship according to their convictions. Each 

group emphasized certain truths they felt had been lost during the Middle Ages. They were called 

Protestant because they were protesting practices and beliefs of the established church. Unfortunately, the 

principle of religious freedom was not accepted early on. 
 

Both Catholic and Protestant Churches fought against each other, killing those who disagreed with 

them. Even some of the Puritans, who came to America to flee religious persecution, would not tolerate 

those who believed differently.  

 

As a result of the enlightenment in the last half of the 1700's, religious freedom was finally embraced. 

After the American Revolution, the first amendment to the United States Constitution promised that 

Government would not establish any particular religion, nor would it prevent the free exercise of religion 

by individuals and churches.  
 

God allows people the freedom to choose. It hurts Him deeply when they choose evil and its 

consequences, for He understands the needless pain people bring upon themselves. God did not give up 

on His church, even though she strayed from His plan as Israel had done in the Old Testament. God has 

been very patient, loving and forgiving. He is continually working to restore truths that have been lost and 

win the love and loyalty of everyone. 
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Understanding Prophetic Time  

 

In Daniel and Revelation, 3 1/2 times or years is also referred to as 42 months and 1260 days. See 

Revelation 12:6,14; 13:5 The Jewish month was always 30 days, so we know these time periods are the 

same. We must ask ourselves, what is meant by this time? 

 

God had accurately predicted the 1000-year history of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome and the 

break up of the Roman Empire by the Germanic Tribes. The Little Horn was to follow and exercise 

dominion until the judgment process began. 3 1/2 literal years does not fit. Did God use the same 

principle He used with Ezekiel, a prophet who lived in Babylon the same time Daniel did?  
 

Ezekiel was asked by God to act out a prophecy related to Israel. God said a day would stand for a 

year. Ezekiel 4:6  (This principle is confirmed in the 70 week prophecy of Daniel 9, where the baptism 

and death of Jesus are accurately predicted 500 years before Jesus came. See study guide 4. 
 

If this is the principle God is using, the 3 1/2 years, 42 months and 1260 days would all refer to 1260 

literal years when the Christian Church dominated politically. During the Middle Ages, many Bible 

students believed this prophecy applied to their church. The Protestant Reformation began as an attempt 

to bring revival and reformation. But when the established church excommunicated them, they had no 

choice but to begin new churches. 
 

In 1798, during the French Revolution, Napoleon's army took the pope captive. This effectively broke 

the political power the Roman Catholic Church had exercised for centuries. When this took place, 

Christians from many backgrounds realized that the 1260 years of political dominion by the Little Horn 

had come to an end.  This sparked new interest in the study of Bible prophecy in the early 1800's and led 

to a desire to understand the time prophecies of Daniel 8 and 9. (Study Guide 4)  

 

Positive Aspects of the Christian Church in the Middle Ages 

 

 1. It kept order in society when there was political upheaval. 

 2. It established schools and universities, providing education. 

 3. Monasteries maintained the only hospitals that existed. 

 4. Monasteries provided care for the orphaned and aged. 

 5. Missionaries spread news about Jesus to large areas of Europe. 

 6. Through transcribing and protecting it, the Bible was preserved. 

 7. The church upheld the belief that Jesus was Divine and Human. 

 8. The church upheld the belief in the Trinity. 

 9. Many priests provided good pastoral care. The following famous poem about the country        

           Pastor of the 1300’s must have been applicable to many priests. 
 

"Broad was his parish, with houses far apart, 

Yet come it rain or thunder he would start 

Upon his rounds, in woe or sickness too, 

And reach the farthest, poor or well-to-do, 

Going on foot, his staff within his hand-- 

Example that his sheep could understand-- 

Namely, that first he wrought and after taught." 

    

(Geoffrey Chaucer, Canterbury Tales, in modern  

    English, Translated by Frank Ernest Hill. 1930) 
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Negative Aspects of the Christian Church In the Middle Ages 

  

 1. The Bible was kept from the people. 

 2. People were taught to pay for their own sin through penance. 

 3. Freedom of religion was denied and the church killed many who disagreed with her. 

 4. Jesus was neglected as the Head and High Priest of the church. 

 

The Need For The Judgment 

 

In Daniel 7 we are given a view of the judgment that is taking place in heaven. Thousands of 

heavenly beings are witnesses as Jesus, the Son of Man, is brought before the Father, the Ancient of Days. 

The judgment accomplishes four things.  
 

1. As a result of the judgment process, Jesus is "given... a kingdom." Daniel 7:14. 
 

The judgment establishes who belongs to Jesus and is a part of His kingdom. When Jesus comes the 

second time, He will bring His reward with Him. In other words, the decision is already made 

concerning the reward that people receive. Jesus says: 
 

Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to everyone according to His 

work. Revelation 22:12. 
 

2. "Judgment is made in favor of the Saints." Daniel 7:21. 
 

Jesus clearly said that some people profess to follow Him, but really don't. When "Christians" 

persecute "Christians", a decision must be made as to who is right. In the judgment God's true people 

are vindicated.  
 

"Every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad 

fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know them." 

 

"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does 

the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your 

name?' And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 

lawlessness!'" Matthew 7:17-23. 
 

3. As a result of the judgment process, everyone is convinced God has been fair and just.  
 

Since God knows the hearts of everyone, the judgment process is not for Him to figure out what to 

do. It is rather to help everyone else understand that He has been completely fair and just: 
 

In the decisions He has made; and  

In the way He has worked to bring an end to sin.  
 

This is an important theme in the songs of praise in Revelation: 
 

"Great and marvelous are Your ways, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King 

of the saints! Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy. 

For all nations shall come and worship before You, for Your judgments have been manifested." 

Revelation 15:3,4. 
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"Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power to the Lord our God! For true and righteous 

are His judgments." Revelation 19:1,2. 
 

This apparently is God's way of making sure that sin and evil will never rise again in the universe. In 

the court system in America, much time and energy is spent on trying to provide "justice for all". God is 

also very concerned about justice. He not only wants to make right decisions, He wants to make sure 

everyone in the universe understands the greatness of His love and the fairness of His ways. We will 

discuss this a little more when we study about the millennium in Revelation 20. 
 

4. As a result of the judgment process, God's kingdom will be established and last forever. 
 

The judgment process takes much time. But when it is over, God's kingdom will last forever. And 

those who choose to follow Him will enjoy life the way God originally intended it.  
 

"The court shall be seated, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and destroy it 

forever. Then the kingdom and ... the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, shall be 

given to... the saints of the Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions 

shall serve and obey Him." Daniel 7:26,27. 
 

We Are Saved By Grace, But Judged By Our Works 

 

These two thoughts seem totally opposite to each other. But the Bible clearly teaches both are true. 
 

Saved by Grace  
 

"For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 

not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them."  Ephesians 2:8,9. 
 

“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.” Titus 2:11. 

 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rom. 6:23. 

 

Judged By Our Works   
 

"For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will 

reward each according to His works." Matthew 16:27.   
 

“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 

the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 

of the heart. And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the 

eyes of Him to whom we must give account.” Hebrews 4:12,13. 

 

"And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his 

work.” Revelation 22:12. 

 

The following table lists other verses related to these same two themes: 
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Saved By God's Grace Judged By Our Works 

1. Galatians 2:16-21  1. Psalm 62:12 

2. Ephesians 2:4-9 2. Jeremiah 17:10 

3. Acts 15:11 3. Matthew 16:27; 25:31-46 

4. Romans 3:24; 5:15; 11:6 4. Romans 2:6,16 

5. 2 Corinthians 5:14,19,21 5. 2 Corinthians 5:10 

6. Titus 2:11; 3:7 6. Hebrews 4:12,13 

7. 1 John 5:10-13 7. Revelation 2:23; 20:12 

 

How are we to harmonize these ideas? In reality it is very simple. God redeemed the human race by 

the life and death of Jesus. He provides everyone the freedom to accept or reject this truth. Those who 

accept Jesus as their Savior and Lord will bear genuine fruit of righteousness. When Jesus is present in 

the life, He always brings positive fruit.  
 

In other words, we are judged by our works, not to determine if we are "good enough", but to 

determine if we have genuine faith in Jesus as our Savior and Lord!  
 

Facing the Judgment with Peace and Confidence 

 

When we think of standing before God to be judged, it can be a scary thought. For nothing is hid from 

His eyes. He is even able to understand the motives behind our actions: 
 

"For the word of God is living and powerful...  a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of 

Him to whom we must give account." Hebrews 4:12,13. 
 

How can we face the judgment without fear? John says the key is understanding and experiencing 

God's love: 
 

"God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. Love has been among us 

in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as he is, so are we in this 

world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But 

he who fears has not been made perfect in love. We love Him because He first loved us." 1 John 

4:16-19. 
 

When a girl has a very loving mother, she knows her mother will be there to protect her. She doesn't 

have to live with a constant fear of being rejected. She knows her mother will do everything she can to 

provide for her needs. As the daughter grows older, she will often appreciate more and more all that her 

mother has done for her. Having experienced the security of love, the daughter is better able to grow up 

into maturity. 
 

God is very much like that. He loves us very much. When we experience the security of His love, we 

will realize there is no need to fear the judgment. For through Jesus, God has done everything necessary 

to qualify everyone for eternal life. Those who want to live with God are free to live with Him forever.  
 

The next study guide is entitled, "Why Did Jesus Die?" It will show how God is able to be just and at 

the same time give eternal life to people who want to live with Him forever. 
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Understanding Prophecy 

In The Light Of The Gospel 
 

READ DANIEL 8 

 
All Scripture is quoted from the New King James Version 
and is used by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers 

 

Jesus Defeated Satan  

 

God knows the end from the beginning. He was not surprised when the Christian Church strayed 

away from Him as Israel had done. His plans and purposes move forward even though humans fail. When 

the Jews rejected Jesus and cried out for Him to be crucified, it appeared that Satan had triumphed. But 

after Jesus was resurrected, it was clear that Satan had been defeated. His destruction was guaranteed. 

Satan now knows his time is short, so he is filled with hatred and anger. He is doing everything he can to 

destroy God's people, for this is his way of getting back at God. 
 

"Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having 

great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.... The dragon was enraged with the 

woman [i.e., the people of God], and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who 

keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." Revelation 12:12,17.  
 

Satan's method of warfare is simple. He uses manipulation, deception and false teaching to 

misrepresent God and the plan of salvation. In this way he leads many people to be turned off by 

Christianity. When truth is misunderstood, people are less attracted to God and many reject Him 

altogether. However, they are often rejecting Satan's counterfeit lies, rather than rejecting God.  
 

God's method of warfare is also simple: He takes the initiative to love and forgive us, communicates 

the truth, and then gives us the freedom to choose whom we will follow. Jesus makes this wonderful 

promise to those who want to follow Him: "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And 

you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." John 8:31,32. 
 

In our last study guide we looked at lessons to be learned from the past. Everyone needs to recognize 

that the Christian church has been far from perfect. Learning from the past can help prevent us from 

making the same mistakes in the future. 
 

Lesson #1 - Love your enemies 

Lesson #2 - Study the Bible for yourself, following all the truth you learn. 

Lesson #3 - Respect the freedom of others to choose for themselves, without manipulation. 
 

Since many who profess to follow God actually work against Him, God assured us in Daniel 7:22 that 

the judgment would reveal who is genuine and who is not. Therefore the judgment is great news for the 

those who desire justice and righteousness to prevail.  
 

It is important for us to remember that we are saved by grace and judged by our works. We are judged 

by our works, not to determine if we are good enough, but to determine if we have genuine faith in Jesus 

as our Savior and Lord. For genuine faith in Him will always lead to the fruit of righteousness. In this 

study we will focus on the gospel that helps us maintain a proper balance in life. 
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Daniel 8 Introduces The Sanctuary 

 

God continues to add more details to the outline of prophecy given in chapter 2. In Daniel 7 we 

learned that the Christian Church would dominate politically for 1260 years during the Middle Ages. And 

since the focus there was on the nations that make war against the people of God, wild animals are used 

as symbols. In chapter 8 the focus is on the spiritual warfare against God's truth and sanctuary. So the 

symbols in this vision are animals that were used in the sanctuary service. 
 

In chapter 7 we were given a glimpse of the judgment process taking place in heaven. In Daniel 8 and 

9 we are told when the judgment process actually begins. We are also introduced to the meaning of the 

Sanctuary and its need for cleansing. Daniel received this vision "in the third year of the reign of King 

Belshazzar," just 12 years before Babylon was overthrown by the Medes and Persians. Daniel 8:1. 

Therefore, in this prophetic overview, God begins with the Medes and Persians, rather than with Babylon.  
 

"The ram which you saw, having the two horns; they are the kings of Media and Persia. And 

the male goat is the kingdom of Greece. The large horn that is between its eyes is the first king. 

As for the broken horn and the four that stood up in its place, four kingdoms shall arise out of that 

nation." Daniel 8:20-22. 
 

An Overview of Daniel 2, 7, and 8 

 

DANIEL 2 DANIEL 7 DANIEL 8 HISTORY 

Gold Head Lion & wings  Babylon 

Silver Chest Bear raised up Ram Medo-Persia 

Bronze Waist Leopard/heads Goat Greece 

Iron Legs Terrible Beast Little Horn Roman Empire 

Iron/Clay Feet Ten Horns   "          "  Divided King. 
 Little Horn   "          "      The Church 

 Judgment Sanctuary Cleansed Judgment 

Stone Fills The Earth  Saints Receive 

The Kingdom 

   "         " Jesus Returns & 

Reigns  
 

In Daniel 8 the Little Horn power rises after the empire of Greece, instead of after Rome as in Daniel 

7. It continues for a long time, until the Sanctuary is cleansed. As we compare this with Daniel 7, we 

realize there is a connection between the Empire of Rome and the Church of the Middle Ages. Both were 

centered in Rome. Both ended up working against God:  
 

 The Roman Empire literally crucified Christ and destroyed the earthly sanctuary in 70 A.D. 

 The Christian Church spiritually crucified Christ by putting many Christians to death and      

    misrepresenting the plan of salvation. 

 

The Little Horn: The Roman Empire The Christian Church of the Middle Ages 

"Exalted himself as high as 

the Prince of the host." 

Daniel 8:11. The Prince is 

Jesus. 

Put Jesus to death on the 

cross. 

Led people to look to the church for salvation 

rather than to Jesus. 

 

Truth and the Sanctuary 

were cast down. The daily 

ministry of the Sanctuary 

was taken away. 

Destroyed the Jewish 

temple in AD 70. The 

Jews had continued with 

it, though Jesus had come. 

Began to teach that people were to: 

1. Pray to saints, rather than to God; 

2. Confess their sins to men, rather than to God; 

3. Do penance to pay for sins 

God's people were cast 

down and trampled on.  

Persecuted Christians, 

putting many to death. 

Persecuted Christians who chose to believe and 

follow the Bible. 
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The Sanctuary Revealed The Plan Of Salvation 

 

In the Old Testament, God's plan of salvation was revealed through the Sanctuary. It was also the 

place where God said He would dwell with His people. "Let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell 

among them." Exodus 25:8. 
 

It is vital to recognize that the sanctuary on earth was simply a model of the sanctuary in heaven. 

Hebrews points this out very clearly.  
 

"We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 

heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. 

 

"For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this 

One also have something to offer. For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are 

priests who offer the gifts according to the law; who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly 

things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, 'See 

that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.'" Hebrews 8:1-5. 
 

So when Daniel sees the Sanctuary being cast down and its daily ministry taken away, he knows 

God's plan of salvation is being attacked. He also sees the Little Horn power prospering, while it casts 

truth to the ground and tramples on God's people. Daniel 8:9-13. 
 

This would go on for quite some time, but Daniel was assured that in the end, God's truth would 

triumph. For Daniel is told: 
 

"Unto 2300 days, then shall the Sanctuary be cleansed." Daniel 8:14.  
 

In practical terms, the cleansing of the Sanctuary means two things: 
 

 The universe, the place where God dwells, will be completely free from all sin and evil. 

 The gospel, the truth concerning the plan of salvation, will be fully restored.  
 

The Earthly Sanctuary Illustrated The Plan of Salvation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Most Holy Place Symbols 

 

After Jesus returns and the 

judgment process is complete, 

believers will be saved 

physically from the presence 

of sin.  

The Holy Place Symbols  
 

Through a living 

connection with Jesus, 

believers are being saved 

spiritually from the 

power of sin.  

The Courtyard Symbols 

 

Through the death of Jesus,  

everyone has been saved  

legally from the wages of 

sin, giving everyone the 

freedom of choice. 

 

    

2. Laver            1. Altar of Burnt  

                             Offering 

2 

     5. Altar of Incense      3. Table of                             

                                           Shewbread 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Ark of the Covenant    4. Candlestick 

  

6 5 

3 

4 

1 

Everyone 

entered 

from the 

east 
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The Altar Of Burnt Offering 

 

What took place in the Sanctuary represented the plan of salvation. Every morning and evening the 

priest placed his hands upon the head of a lamb, confessed the sin of Israel, and then killed the lamb. This 

pointed forward to the death of Jesus. John the Baptist pointed to Jesus and said, 
 

"Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!" John 1:29. 
 

The Laver 

 

The laver contained water which the priests used to wash their hands and feet before they offered a 

lamb or before they went into the "holy place." Exodus 30:18-21. The laver represents the need for 

spiritual cleansing in our lives. Jesus was baptized with water before He began His public ministry on this 

earth. 
 

John's baptism was for the purpose of repentance. He couldn't understand why Jesus, the Savior, 

would need to repent, so John resisted baptizing Jesus. But Jesus told John,  
 

"Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Matthew 3:15. 
 

Jesus was repenting, not of his own sin, but of the sin of the human race. He was saying, "Yes, I will 

be the sin-bearer of the human race, but I choose to have nothing to do with sin myself." As a result of 

that choice, the Holy Spirit anointed Him for His ministry after His baptism. (Note: Both the Hebrew 

word Messiah and the Greek word Christ mean "anointed one". 
 

The Holy Place 

 

Every day the priest took the blood of the lamb and offered prayer at the altar of incense on behalf of 

Israel. Every day he made sure the bread was on the table and the light shone from the candlesticks. Jesus 

revealed the meaning of these symbols when He said: 
 

Prayer -   "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

        Father except through Me." John 14:6. 
 

Bread -   "I am the Bread of Life. He who comes to Me shall never 

     hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst." John 6:35. 
 

Light -   "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in 

     darkness, but have the light of life." John 8:12 

 

The Most Holy Place 

 

God's glorious presence shone from the Most Holy Place above the Ark of the Testimony. It is called 

the Ark of the Testimony because the Ten Commandments were placed inside the Ark as God instructed. 

See Exodus 25:10-22; Deuteronomy 10:3-5. God had written these words on stone and wanted them 

preserved. They reveal God's standard of holiness, showing how to love God and others. They also point 

out our sin and need for a Savior. That is why there was also a “mercy seat” right above the 

commandments. 
 

Once a year, on the Day of Atonement, the priest entered the Most Holy Place and sprinkled blood on 

the Mercy Seat, the cover of the Ark. The law demanded death for sin. The blood represented Jesus dying 

for the sins of the world. This allowed the sinner to “come boldly” in prayer before God. Heb. 4:14-16.  
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God’s Law 

 Sin      Perfect Obedience 

 

Death                Eternal Life 

"If we confess our sin, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.... He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for 

the whole world.  1 John 1:9; 2:2. 
 

The Greek word that is translated "propitiation" is a form of the word that is translated "mercy seat" 

in the Septuagint, which is the Greek translation of the Old Testament. The death of Jesus paid the penalty 

for all sin, allowing us to come to God just as we are and surrender our lives to Him. 

  

The Day of Atonement is described in Leviticus 16. It is significant to note that atonement is made 

not only for the people, but also for the "Holy Sanctuary, ... the tabernacle of meeting and for the altar." 

Leviticus 16:33. In other words, when that day is over, everyone and everything is clean before the Lord. 
 

The ultimate goal of the Plan of Salvation is the complete destruction of sin, evil, and death. Hebrews 

2:14; 2 Peter 3:3-13. Then the universe, and everyone who dwells in it, will be perfectly clean. 
 

"And I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away.... And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, 'Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 

men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be with 

them and be their God….And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no 

more death, nor sorrow, nor crying; and there shall be no more pain, for the former things have 

passed away.' Then He who sat on the throne said, 'Behold, I make all things new.' And He said 

to me, 'Write, for these words are true and faithful.'" Revelation 21:1-5. 
 

 God’s Plan To Save The World 

 

Since Satan has worked hard to deceive and misrepresent the truth, it would be valuable to take some 

time to understand the plan of salvation from God's perspective. 
           
Remember the Ten Commandments were placed inside the Ark. The law cannot change, as God 

cannot change. In essence, the law says if we obey, we can have eternal life; if we sin by breaking one of 

the commandments, we deserve death. Romans 6:23. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

God is very concerned about justice and upholding His law. (See 1 John 1:9.) The problem is that 

everyone has sinned. Romans 3:23. And the one who sins must die. Ezekiel 18:20. God faced a huge 

dilemma:  
 

How could He give anyone eternal life and still uphold His law? 

How could He declare someone not guilty, when He knows they are guilty? 

How could He forgive anyone and still be just? 

 

Fortunately, God found a way to uphold His law and "be just and the justifier of the one who has faith 

in Jesus." Romans 3:25,26,31. When God created Adam, He created the human race. As the oak tree is in 

the acorn, so all of humanity was in Adam.  The Hebrew word Adam means "mankind." (For example, 

see Genesis 5:1,2 from several translations.) 
 

As the head of the human race, when Adam sinned, the whole human race was condemned. "Through 

one man sin entered the world, ... Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment came to all men, 

resulting in condemnation." Romans 5:12,18. 
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If the story ended here, this would be terrible news. Fortunately, there is great news to share because 

of Jesus. Since Jesus created Adam, (see John 1:1-3; Col. 1:15,) He could legally become another head or 

representative of the whole human race. That is why Jesus is referred to as "the last Adam". 1 Corinthians 

15:45-47. Since they both represent the human race, what they did had an effect on everyone. 

 

“For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, 

even so in Christ all shall be made alive.” 1 Corinthians 15:21,21. 
 

"Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, 

even so through one man's righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of 

life." Romans 5:18.  
 

Two People Represent Two Nations 

 

God sees the whole human race as one group, with Adam and Jesus representing everyone. In the Old 

Testament there is a story that illustrates this concept. Rebekah, Isaac's wife had become pregnant. She 

was carrying twins, but she had no way of knowing. All she knew was that there was a lot of kicking 

going on inside her. The story is in Genesis 25:22,23. 
 

"The children struggled together within her, and she said, 'If all is well, why am I this way?' So 

she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to her: 'Two nations are in your womb, two 

people shall be separated from your body; one people shall be stronger than the other, and the 

older shall serve the younger.'" 

 

Literally, Jacob and Esau were the twins born to her. From God's perspective He saw the whole 

nation of Israel in Jacob and the whole nation of Edom in Esau. They were the heads or representatives of 

these nations, so God was able to say, "Two nations are in your womb." 

 

The Levites paid Tithe To Melchizedek 
 

In Hebrews, Paul explains to Jewish Christians that Jesus is our High Priest before God. However, the 

Jews had a problem. They knew that all the priests came from the tribe of Levi. Since Jesus came from 

the tribe of Judah, they wondered how He could be a priest. Paul explains that Jesus is a priest like 

Melchizedek, rather than like the Levites. (See Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 6:20ff.) 

 

Melchizedek was a priest in the Old Testament who received tithe from Abraham, after Abraham 

rescued Lot and the inhabitants of Sodom from an army that had taken them captive. (Genesis 14:14-20.) 

Based on the concept that one person represents a whole group, Paul says the Levites also paid tithe to 

Melchizedek, for they were “in Abraham.” In other words, what Abraham did, the Levites were seen to 

have done. 

 

“One might even say that Levi, who collects the tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham, 

because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his ancestor.” 

Hebrews 7:9,10  NIV. 

 

Paul says the Levites paid tithe to Melchizedek, because they were in Abraham. This concept is 

different from our western way of thinking, for we tend to think only in terms of individual choices and 

actions. But there is a broader concept that we need to understand.  

 

While God respects individual choices, He also sees the human race as one body, with Adam and then 

Jesus being the head and representative of humanity. From God’s perspective, what Adam and Jesus did, 

we were seen to have done, because we were in them. It is vital to understand this concept, for the plan of 

salvation is based on this idea. 
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When Jesus Died, We Died - The Penalty For Sin Was Paid 

 

In the same way, Adam and Jesus are two heads representing the human race. In other words, what 

Jesus did, the human race is seen to have done. When Jesus died, all died. Paul says this is the truth that 

motivated him to serve Jesus out of love. s the Christian.  
 

"For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all 

died." 2 Corinthians 5:14. 
 

The law demands that all must die. The truth is, in Christ, every person did die the death the law 

demands. In harmony with the law, Paul says he died when Christ died.  
 

"For I through the law died to the law that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ." 

Galatians 2:19,20.  
 

Let's say a person is convicted of robbing a bank and sentenced to spend 20 years in prison. When the 

20 years is over, the law cannot legally make him spend twenty more years in prison for the same crime. 

The law can't condemn those who have already paid the penalty. That is why Paul can say: 

 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.” Romans 8:1.  

 

“God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing (or counting) their trespasses to 

them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.” 2 Corinthians 5:19. 
 

No matter who we are or what we have done, God is not counting our sin against us. Every sin was 

placed upon Jesus. The truth is so fantastic Paul had to write, "Christ's love compels us..." We have to 

share it!  
 

Jesus' Perfect Life Is Given To The Human Race 

 

There is another aspect of the law that needed to be fulfilled if we are going to experience eternal life. 

The law requires that we obey perfectly. Because Jesus represented the whole human race, when He lived 

a perfect life, His perfect obedience is seen as our perfect obedience. It is given as a gift.  
 

"For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness 

of God in Him." 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
 

For illustration sake, think for a moment about a couple that wants to get married. The woman 

happens to be $100,000 in debt. The man happens to have $10,000,000 in the bank. When they get 

married, the man takes from his wealth and pays the debt. The woman is instantly a millionaire.  

 

This is what happened to the human race. Jesus paid the death for every human being. And since His 

perfect obedience is also a gift to the human race, in Christ, we have met all of the demands of the law. 

Therefore every human being is legally qualified for eternal life. In fact, John goes so far as to say that we 

call God a liar if we don't believe He has given us eternal life in Christ.  
 

"He who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because He has not believed the 

testimony that God has given of His Son. And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal 

life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God 

does not have life. 
 

"These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may 

know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of 

God." 1 John 5:10-13. See also John 1:11-13. 
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The perfect life and death of Jesus allowed God to "be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 

Jesus." Through the plan of salvation the law is fulfilled and upheld. "Do we then make void the law 

through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law." Romans 3:26,31. In Christ, therefore, 

we all have fulfilled the law, enabling God to qualify us all for heaven. Col. 1:12. We now have the 

freedom to choose for ourselves whether we want to live with God or cling on to sin. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Loving Initiative 
 

In understanding the plan of salvation, we realize that God took the initiative to save the human race. 

He chose to come into our world and take upon Himself our humanity. He chose to take the sin of the 

whole human race to the cross and give us His perfect righteousness. He chose to redeem us so that we 

might have the freedom to choose for ourselves who we want to serve. Before we look at the choice that 

we have, it is valuable to notice verses that emphasize God’s initiative to save the whole human race. 

  

1. “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly…. God 

demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us…. If 

when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, 

having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.” Romans 5:6-10. 

 

2. “The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men.” Titus 2:11. NASB 

 

3. “God...desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one 

God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom 

for all.” 1 Timothy 2:3-6. 

 

4. “We trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe.”            

1 Timothy 4:10. 

 

5. “My little children, these things I write to you, that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have 

an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation for 

our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.”  1 John 2:1,2. 
 

6. “We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world.” 1 John 4:14. 

 

7. “For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.” John 3:16,17. 
 

8. “For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all 

died…” 2 Corinthians 5:14. 
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Everyone Must Choose 

 

It is important to realize that God has given the human race eternal life. That is the truth. We believe 

the truth because it is true, not to make it true! (Remember, John said we call God a liar if we don’t 

believe that God has given us eternal life. 1 John 5:10,11.) 
 

However, God will not force anyone into heaven. He will only take those who want to live with Him 

and accept Him as the Savior and Lord of their lives. We accept Him by believing the truth the Bible 

teaches, confessing our sin to God, and repenting. Confession is simply being honest with God about our 

sin and acknowledging we need a Savior. Repentance is turning around and choosing God's will rather 

than our own.  

 

A good way to understand repentance is to understand the Greek word behind it: metanoia. Most 

people have heard of a similar word: metamorphous. Metamorphous is made up of two Greek words: 

meta meaning change and morphous meaning form or body. A caterpillar’s body changes into a butterfly, 

so it goes through a metamorphous. Metanoia is a change of mind. Meta means change and noia is the 

Greek related to mind or thinking. Repentance is simply a change of mind or a choosing to turn around in 

life to go with God rather than against Him. 

 

Since God has taken the initiative to save the human race, He is not counting anyone’s sins against 

them. It is the goodness of God that leads us to repentance. Romans 2:4. When we discover how 

wonderful He really is, we are drawn to Him. However, many people resist that drawing. Having a love 

for sin, they don’t want to surrender their lives to God. When they persistently resist and reject Him, there 

is nothing more that God can do. Out of love, God honors their choice.  
 

"This is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness 

rather than light." John 3:19.  
 

Free From Satan's Deceptions 

 

The plan of salvation protects us from two errors that Christians can easily fall into, legalism on the 

one hand and lawlessness on the other.  

 

Freedom from Legalism: The gospel protects us from the problem of legalism, the idea that we must 

do something to earn God's grace or favor. Since Jesus redeemed the whole human race and qualified 

everyone for heaven, there is nothing we can do to earn God’s grace. Everything we do is simply a 

response to God's great gift. Even our faith or belief is a response to this truth. We believe God has 

redeemed us because it is true. We don't believe to make it true.  
 

Freedom from Lawlessness: Satan has also inspired the opposite error. "Since Jesus died for my sin, 

He fulfilled the law, so the law was done away with. We just need to love God and love others.” Yes, 

Jesus did fulfill the law to qualify the human race for eternal life. However, this does not mean the law 

was done away with. If it had, then there would be no sin, for without the law, there is no sin. Romans 

3:19, 20. And without sin, there is no need of a Savior. For the Christian, the law reveals what the Holy 

Spirit is going to do in our lives. He comes that the “righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in 

us.” Rom. 8:4. This enables our lives to bring glory to God. Matthew 5:14-16; John 15:8.  

 

When I surrender my life to Jesus as my Savior and Lord, I am making the decision to let Him be the 

boss of my life. I can’t be the boss of my life and let Him be the boss at the same time. When I choose 

Jesus, I can never say it is OK to sin. Having been forgiven and loved by God, I will study the Bible to 

learn how to please Him. If I happen to fail, I will simply confess and repent, renewing my choice to 

follow His will. Then I will thank Him for His forgiveness, for He has promised, "If we confess our sins, 

He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 1 John 1:9. 
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2 Corinthians 5 Commentary 

14 “For the love of Christ 

compels us, because we judge 

thus: that if One died for all, 

then all died;” 

Every person has legally died the death that the law demanded. 

This is why God is able to say that He is not counting anyone’s 

sins against them in verse 19.  

15 and He died for all, that those 

who live should live no longer 

for themselves, but for Him 

who died for them and rose 

again. 

When we realize God has given us eternal life, we are free to stop 

trying to be good in order to make it to heaven. That motive is 

selfish We are living for ourselves. We are free to live for the 

glory of God out of loving appreciation for all He has done.  

16 Therefore, from now on, we 

regard no one according to the 

flesh. Even though we have 

known Christ according to the 

flesh, yet now we know Him 

thus no longer. 

According to the flesh, we put people into different classes: good 

or bad, rich or poor, male or female, educated or simple-minded, 

black or white or Hispanic, etc. In Christ we see everyone as 

equally in need of a Savior, equally loved and redeemed by Jesus, 

and equally valuable. Also, people used to think of Jesus as a good 

teacher or prophet, but now we see Him as the last Adam, the 

Savior of the world, and the Son of God. 

17 

 

 

 

18 

Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creation; 

old things have passed away; 

behold, all things have become 

new.  

Now all things are of God, 

who has reconciled us to 

Himself through Jesus Christ, 

and has given us the ministry 

of reconciliation, 

There are 2 levels of being in Christ, one based upon God’s choice 

and the other based upon our choice. 

1. God’s choice (1 Cor. 1:30) – This enabled Jesus to redeem the 

human race and qualify everyone for eternal life. Col. 1:12; 1 John 

5:10,11. In Christ the old condemnation coming from Adam has 

passed away and the new justification has come. Rom. 5:18. 

2. Our choice – When we surrender our lives to Jesus, we 

experience the blessings of forgiveness and eternal life. Also, the 

Holy Spirit comes in and gives us a new heart and writes God’s 

law on our mind so that we delight to do His will. 

19 that is, that God was in Christ 

reconciling the world to 

Himself, not imputing their 

trespasses to them, and has 

committed to us the word of 

reconciliation. 

God has reconciled the world to Himself. He is not counting 

anyone’s sins against them, for every person has legally died “in 

Christ.” Unfortunately, many people do not know this good news 

and continue to run from God. Those who believe the good news 

are invited to share it with others. 

20 Now then, we are ambassadors 

for Christ, as though God were 

pleading through us: we 

implore you on Christ's behalf, 

be reconciled to God. 

Ambassadors are representatives of their home country in a foreign 

land. As Christians, we are citizens of heaven, living as 

ambassadors on earth. God wants to use us to share the incredible 

good news of His love & invite everyone to be reconciled to Him. 

21 For He made Him who knew 

no sin to be sin for us, that we 

might become the 

righteousness of God in Him. 

Jesus took our sin and sinful nature to the cross that in Him we 

might die. He also lived a perfect life as our representative, so in 

Him we are righteous. His perfect life and death qualifies us for 

heaven and allows God to be just when He forgives us and gives 

us eternal life.  
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THE TIME OF THE END 

 

READ DANIEL 8,9 

 
All Scripture is quoted from the New King James Version 
And is used by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers 

 

Review - The Sanctuary Revealed The Plan Of Salvation 

 

The Sanctuary in the Old Testament was an illustration of the plan of salvation and can help us 

understand it better.  

 

1. Each lamb that was slain pointed forward to Jesus dying for the sins of the world.  

2. The candlestick represented Jesus as the Light of the world - the source of truth. 

3. The altar of showbread represented Jesus as the Bread of Life - the source of spiritual life. 

4. The altar of incense pointed to Jesus as the One who can make our prayers acceptable to God.  

5. The Ark of the Testimony revealed the standard of righteousness - God's law. 

 

The plan of salvation isn't complete until we are saved from every aspect of sin: 
 

1. The penalty of sin – death,  

2. The power of sin – our sinful nature within us that naturally carries out our selfish desires; 

3. The presence of sin – the sickness, death, suffering, pain and other results of sin. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Most Holy Place Symbols 

 

After Jesus returns and the 

judgment process is complete, 

believers will be saved 

physically from the presence 

of sin.  

The Holy Place Symbols  
 

Through a living 

connection with Jesus, 

believers are being saved 

spiritually from the 

power of sin.  

The Courtyard Symbols 

 

Through the death of Jesus,  

everyone has been saved  

legally from the penalty of 

sin, giving everyone the 

freedom of choice. 
 

As soon as sin entered into the world, God set in motion the plan of salvation. Otherwise, mankind 

would have died immediately. Since Adam represented the whole human race, his choice to disobey 

affected everyone. Out of love, Jesus chose to become another representative of the human race so that 

He could redeem the world from sin and death. Through His perfect life and death, He satisfied both 

demands of the law for everyone, legally qualifying the human race for eternal life.  

 

"For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; 

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of 

God in Him." 2 Corinthians 5:14,21. 
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God’s Law 

 Sin      Perfect Obedience 

 

Death                  Eternal Life 

 

 

 

In Christ, we died                        In Christ, we obeyed 

 

 

  Through Jesus, the law was fulfilled for everyone 

 

 

"Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, 

even so through one man's righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of 

life." Romans 5:18. 
 

"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness." 1 John 1:9. 

 

When we understand this foundation of the gospel, we realize we can come to God just as we are and 

find forgiveness, peace and the assurance of eternal life with God. This foundation helps me to realize 

that there is nothing I can do to save myself. It frees me to serve God purely out of love, rather than out of 

the motivations of fear or reward.  

 

Knowing that Jesus has legally qualified me for eternally life, I know that I have the freedom to 

accept Him as my Savior and Lord or follow my own will. Once I choose to accept Jesus, my constant 

question is, Lord, what is your will for me.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sanctuary And The 2300 Days 

  

Every year on the Day of Atonement (See Leviticus 16), the Sanctuary and the people were cleansed 

from all sin. The events of this day pointed forward to the time when sin and Satan would be destroyed 

and the whole universe would be completely free from all sin. In chapters 8 and 9, Daniel is given a 

vision and an explanation that reveals when this final cleansing process would begin. It reveals that we 

are now living in the period referred to as "the time of the end."  

 

For Daniel, however, the vision in chapter 8 was very perplexing and hard to understand. The earthly 

Sanctuary in Jerusalem had been destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar's army in 586 B.C. Daniel wondered 

when it would be restored. He heard, 

 

"For two thousand three hundred days; then the sanctuary shall be cleansed.... The vision refers to 

the time of the end.... The vision of the evenings and mornings which was told is true; therefore 

seal up the vision, for it refers to many days in the future."  Daniel 8:14,17,26. 

 

It seemed like continual defeat for God and His people. The sanctuary and its truth would be "cast 

down" for a long time. Daniel 8:11,12. Daniel was so overwhelmed by this revelation that he "fainted and 

was sick for days." He shared the vision with others, hoping someone else could explain it, "but no one 

understood it." Daniel 8:27. Everything in the vision was interpreted except the part about the 2300 days.  

He wondered why it remained a mystery when Gabriel was told, "Make this man understand the vision." 

Daniel  8:16.  
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For thirteen years, from 551-538 B.C., Daniel wondered, studied, and prayed. Daniel 9:1,2 says he 

read in Jeremiah how Israel would be in captivity in Babylon for 70 years: 

 

"For thus says the Lord: after seventy years are completed at Babylon, I will visit you and 

perform My good word toward you, and cause you to return to this place. For I know the thoughts 

that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and 

a hope." 

 

"Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek 

Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. I will be found by you, says the 

Lord, and I will bring you back from your captivity." Jeremiah 29:10-14. 

 

Daniel knew that the 70-year period was almost up. He also learned from Isaiah that God would use 

Cyrus to help rebuild Jerusalem.  

 

"Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, and He who formed you from the womb: I am the Lord, 

who makes all things, who stretches out the heavens all alone, who spreads abroad the earth by 

Myself;.... Who says of Cyrus, 'He is My shepherd, and he shall perform all My pleasure, saying 

to Jerusalem: "You shall be built;" and to the temple, "Your foundation shall be laid."' Isaiah 

44:24,28. 

 

When the Medes and Persians overthrew Babylon in 538 BC, Daniel must have been very excited 

when he learned the names of the kings: Darius of Media and Cyrus of Persia. The time of restoration 

was at hand and Cyrus was now in power. 
 

Daniel's Prayer 

 

However, Daniel was worried! Would the sin of his people prevent the restoration of Jerusalem in 70 

years as God had promised? The vision concerning the 2300 days worried him. So Daniel turned to God 

in earnest prayer: 

 

"O Lord, great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and mercy with those who love Him, 

and with those who keep His commandments, we have sinned and committed iniquity, we have 

done wickedly and rebelled, even by departing from your precepts and Your judgments. Neither 

have we heeded Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings and our 

princes, to our fathers and all the people of the land... ”      

 

“Yes, all Israel has transgressed Your law, and has departed so as not to obey Your voice; 

therefore the curse and the oath written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been poured 

out on us, because we have sinned against Him....” 

 

“O Lord, according to all Your righteousness, I pray, let Your anger and Your fury be turned 

away from Your city Jerusalem... and cause Your face to shine on Your sanctuary which is 

desolate... We do not present our supplications before You because of our righteous deeds, but 

because of Your great mercies.” 

 

“O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and act! Do not delay for your own sake, my God, 

for Your city and Your people are called by Your name.” Daniel 9:4-19. 
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God's Answer 

 

While Daniel was still praying, Gabriel is sent to help him understand the vision concerning the 2300 

days of Daniel 8.  

 

"Now while I was speaking, praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and 

presenting my supplication before the Lord my God for the holy mountain of my God, yes, while 

I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning [the 

vision of chapter 8], being caused to fly swiftly, reached me about the time of the evening 

offering. 

 

"And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, 'O Daniel, I have now come forth to give 

you skill to understand. At the beginning of your supplications the command went out, and I have 

come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the matter, and understand 

the vision: 70 weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city,  

  

 To finish the transgression,  

To make an end of sins,  

To make reconciliation for iniquity,  

To bring in everlasting righteousness,  

To seal up vision and prophecy,  

And to anoint the Most Holy." Daniel 9:20-24. 

 

Gabriel was sent to help Daniel understand the vision. The question we have to ask is, “What 

vision?” There is no vision in Daniel 9, so he must be coming to explain the vision in chapter 8. 

 

By evaluating the Hebrew words translated “vision,” we even discover that the 2300-day 

prophecy is the part of the vision Gabriel is referring to. By recognizing the connection between 

Daniel 8 and 9, we are able to understand both prophecies more accurately.  

 

There are two different Hebrew words translated “vision” in Daniel 8 and 9. 

 

1. Chazown – refers to the vision as a whole.  

2. Mareh – refers to the vision concerning time. This is what Gabriel came to explain. 

 

Daniel 8:26,27 -  “And the vision (mareh) of the evenings and mornings which was told is true; 

therefore seal up the vision (Chazown), for it refers to many days in the future.” 

 

“And I, Daniel, fainted and was sick for days; afterward I arose and went about the king's 

business. I was astonished by the vision (mareh), but no one understood it.”   

 

Daniel 9:21, 23 - “Yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the 

vision (chazown) at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, reached me about the time of the 

evening offering.”  

 

“At the beginning of your supplications the command went out, and I have come to tell you, for 

you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the matter, and understand the vision (mareh).” 

 

It is interesting to notice that Gabriel was sent from heaven at the beginning of the prayer and was 

ready to give the answer by the end of the prayer. This story illustrates how closely earth is united 

with heaven. While God may not always send answers to us so quickly, He will always answers our 

prayers at the right time and in the way that is best.  
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 Announcement Of The Coming Messiah 

 

In verses 24-27, Gabriel helps Daniel understand: 
 

When the Messiah would come. 

When the Messiah would die. 

What the Messiah would do: free people from sin and provide everlasting righteousness. 

That the earthly sanctuary would be restored, but then it would be destroyed again. 

Another sanctuary would be "anointed".  (Hebrews 8 reveals it is a heavenly sanctuary.) 

 

As the Messiah, Jesus was the promised Savior, King, and Prophet. He is the One that the Jews had 

been waiting for throughout their existence as a nation. When God told Abraham that everyone in the 

world would be blessed through him, He was referring to the fact that the Messiah would be born through 

his descendants. (Genesis 12:3).  

 

Therefore, when Gabriel says that seventy weeks are determined or set aside “for your people and for 

your holy city,” he was announcing that the Messiah would arrive as the Savior of the world. Their 

mission as a nation would reach their fulfillment in the life and death of Jesus. 

 

When John the Baptist saw Jesus, he pointed to Him and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world!” John 1:29. John recognized that the Messiah was coming to save the world 

from sin. All the animals that had been killed as sin offerings pointed forward to Jesus. After Jesus died 

on the cross, there was no longer a need for earthly sacrifices and the earthly sanctuary. Notice what 

happened in the temple when Jesus died.  

 

“With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to 

bottom.” Mark 15:37,38. 

 

After the death of Jesus, Paul emphasized that the true Israelite now consists of those who have 

accepted Jesus as their Savior, whether they are Jew or Gentile.  

 

"For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; but 

he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter." 

Romans 2:28,29. 

 

"For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into 

Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 

neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are 

Abraham's seed." Galatians 3:26-29. 

 

God's "special" people were now made up of anyone who accepted Jesus as their Savior and Lord. 

Compare what Peter said to the Christian church with what God said to the Israelite nation. It shows that 

the church is the continuation of the original ministry of the nation of Israel. 

 

God said to Israel: "Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, 

then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. And you 

shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words which you shall speak 

to the children of Israel." Exodus 19:5,6. 

  

Peter wrote to Christians: "You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His 

own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness 

into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the people of God." 1 Peter 

2:9,10.  
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In his prayer, Daniel had asked God to forgive the sin of his people and restore the sanctuary. In this 

prophecy, Gabriel announces that sin would be atoned for and that everlasting righteousness would be 

brought in through the Messiah. He also promises that another sanctuary would be anointed. Hebrews 8 

makes it clear that this new sanctuary is the one in heaven, where Jesus is the High Priest.  

 

Before we take a close look at Daniel 9:24-27, it is helpful to notice that verse 24 is written in the 

form of Hebrew poetry. Instead of using rhyming sounds, Hebrew poetry describes the same thing in two 

different ways. In other words, instead of using parallel sounds, Hebrew poetry uses parallel thoughts. For 

example, in the psalms, there are often two phrases stating the same idea in two different ways. Notice 

how this is illustrated in Psalm 37:1-6: 

 

Verse Phrase 1 Phrase 2 

1 Do not fret because of evildoers, Nor be envious of the workers of iniquity. 

2 For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, And wither as the green herb. 

3 Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness. 

4 Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart. 

5 Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass. 

6 He shall bring forth your righteousness as the light, And your justice as the noonday. 

 

Daniel 9:24 uses a form of Hebrew poetry called a chiasm. Instead of the parallel thoughts being right 

next to each other, the first thought is parallel with the last thought; the second is parallel with the second 

to last; and the third to the third to the last. With this kind of Hebrew poetry, the middle section is always 

the most important. With this background let us look at Daniel 9:24 as a chiastic poem. 
 

“70 weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city,  

 

 A1 To finish the transgression,  

   A2  To make an end of sins (or sin offerings),  

      A3   To make reconciliation for iniquity,  

      B3   To bring in everlasting righteousness,  

   B2  To seal up vision and prophecy,  

B1 And to anoint the Most Holy.” 

 

A3 & B3 
To make reconciliation for iniquity. When Jesus comes He will make reconciliation for all iniquity. 

His death would pay for the sins of the whole human race.  

 

To bring in everlasting righteousness – And through His perfect life, everlasting righteousness 

would be given to the human race. As a result of His perfect life and death, anyone that would want to 

live forever with Jesus is free to do so, for He is the One who qualifies us for eternal life. 

 

A2 & B2 

To make an end of sin (offerings). The Hebrew word for sin in the A2 phrase is also translated as 

sin offerings in many places in the Old Testament. As we said earlier, when Jesus died on the cross, 

He brought a complete end to sin offerings, for they were no longer needed. Daniel 9:27 spells this 

out when it says, “In the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering.”  

 

To seal up vision and prophecy – We’ve noticed that Gabriel came to give understanding 

concerning the 2300-day prophecy of Daniel 8. That verse promised that there would come a day 

when the entire universe would be completely cleansed of all sin. The perfect life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus guaranteed the vision of Daniel 8 would be completely fulfilled. As a king 

would seal a document to signify its authenticity and guarantee its contents, so the death of Jesus 

guarantees that the plan of salvation will be fully realized. 
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A1 & B1 

To finish the transgression. The Hebrew word that is translated “to finish” is most often 

translated “to restrain or hold back.” Through the revelation of God’s perfect love and 

forgiveness in the life of Jesus, and the faithful ministry of Jesus as our High Priest, transgression 

is held back or restrained. Notice what Jesus said in John 8:32-36: 

 

“‘If you abide in My word, [then] you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, 

and the truth shall make you free.’ They answered Him, ‘We are Abraham's offspring, and have 

never yet been enslaved to anyone; how is it that You say, ‘You shall become free’?” 

 

“Jesus answered them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. 

And the slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever. If therefore the 

Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.’” 

 

To anoint the Most Holy – This refers to the heavenly sanctuary being anointed. After His 

resurrection, Jesus began His work as our High Priest in the heavenly sanctuary.  

 

“Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, that He might become a merciful 

and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 

For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of 

those who are tempted.” Hebrews 2:17,18. 

 

“Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 

God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize 

with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as [we are, yet] without sin. Let 

us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 

may find grace to help in time of need.” Hebrews 4:14-16. 

 

When The Prophecy Begins 
 

"Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the command to restore and build 

Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; the street 

shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times." Daniel 9:25. 

 

The 70 weeks began when the decree was given to restore and rebuild Jerusalem. Cyrus started the 

process by beginning to send the Jews back soon after he conquered Babylon in 538 BC, but it took 

decrees from Darius and Artaxerxes to complete the restoration. Ezra makes reference to this. 

 

"In the first year of King Cyrus, King Cyrus issued a decree concerning the house of God at 

Jerusalem:  

 

'Let the house be rebuilt, the place where they offered sacrifices; and let the foundations of it be 

firmly laid, its height sixty cubits and its width sixty cubits,  with three rows of heavy stones and 

one row of new timber. Let the expenses be paid from the king's treasury.  Also let the gold and 

silver articles of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took from the temple which is in 

Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, be restored and taken back to the temple which is in 

Jerusalem, each to its place; and deposit them in the house of God'.... 

 

"So the elders of the Jews built, and they prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the 

prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they built and finished it, according to the 

commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the command of Cyrus, Darius, and 

Artaxerxes king of Persia." Ezra 6:3-5,14. 
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Artaxerxes' decree to finish the restoration of Jerusalem was given in 457 BC (see Ezra 7). This final 

decree began the 70-week prophecy. (In Nehemiah 2, we read about Artaxerxes giving letters to 

Nehemiah, authorizing him to go to Jerusalem and buy some wood for the building process. There is no 

decree given in the chapter like there is in Ezra 7. The letters simply give Nehemiah permission to fulfill 

the decree Artaxerxes had already made.)  

 

For hundreds of years the Israelites had looked for the Messiah. Daniel is now told the Messiah would 

arrive sixty-nine weeks after the decree was given (7 + 62 weeks). Sixty-nine weeks or 483 days is not a 

very long time. Was God wrong or did He have something else in mind? 

 

Ezekiel, another prophet in Babylon, had been asked by God to act out a prophecy in which one day 

would stand for a year. Ezekiel 4:6. Was Gabriel using this same idea? He must have been, for when we 

try it, the time fits exactly. 

 

From 457 BC, we move forward 483 years and come to 27 AD. (Remember there is no year dated 

"0", so if you used your calculator, you would need to add 1 year.) The Hebrew word Messiah means 

Anointed. (Jesus is called Christ because "Christ" is the Greek word for Anointed One.) Jesus was 

anointed for His ministry by the Holy Spirit at His baptism.  

 

“When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while He 

prayed, the heaven was opened. And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, 

and a voice came from heaven which said, ‘You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.’ 

Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age.” Luke 3:21-23. 

 

Luke is very careful to point out that Jesus was baptized "in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 

Caesar." Luke 3:1. The fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar was 27 AD. After His baptism, Jesus referred to 

being anointed by the Holy Spirit for His ministry. Remember, the words Messiah and Christ means 

anointed one. 

 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; 

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight 

to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed." Luke 4:18. 

 

The Prophecy Pinpoints When Jesus Would Die 

 

"And after the 62 weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself;.… Then He shall confirm a 

covenant with many for one week; but in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to 

sacrifice and offering." Daniel 9:26,27. 

 

The seven weeks and sixty-two weeks brought us to 27 AD. We are told the Messiah would be cut off 

after this and that He would bring an end to sacrificial offerings in the middle of that week. Exactly 3 1/2 

years after Jesus was baptized, He was put to death, but "not for Himself". When Jesus died for the human 

race, He paid the penalty for all of the sins of the world. 1 John 2:2; John 18:28.  

 

Jesus brought "an end to sacrifices and offerings" by His death, for He was the true "Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world." John 1:29. This is why the veil in the temple was torn in two, from 

the top to the bottom. The earthly sanctuary was no longer needed. See Matt. 27:51; Heb. 8,9.  

 

The prophecy says that Jesus would die after 3 1/2 years. What about the rest of the week? God did 

not give up on the Jewish leaders even though they had cried out concerning Jesus, "Crucify Him!... We 

have no king but Caesar!" John 19:15.  
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On the cross Jesus had prayed, "Father forgive them, for they don't know what they are doing!" Luke 

23:34.  The Jews were given 3 1/2 more years of probationary time to accept Jesus as their Messiah and 

follow Him. After His resurrection, Jesus told His disciples: 

 

"You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." Acts 1:8. 

 

Notice they were to begin in Jerusalem and Judea. They were not to give up on the Jewish people, 

even after all they had done to Jesus. God wanted them to have every opportunity possible to repent and 

accept Jesus as the promised Messiah. 

 

In 34 AD, at the end of the last 3 1/2 years, the Jewish leaders stoned Stephen to death, and they 

began to persecute the Christians. See Acts 7. Tragically, the 70-week prophecy came to an end with the 

Jews rejecting God's plan for them. Jesus' must have had tears in His eyes when He spoke of the hundreds 

of years He had tried to help them: 

 

"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! 

How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 

but you were not willing! See! Your house is left to you desolate."  Matthew 23:37,38. 

 

As a result of their rejection, the Jews forfeited the protection of God, and their city and sanctuary 

were destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD. Gabriel had prophesied,  

 

"The people of the Prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary." Daniel 9:26. The 

Jewish people brought the destruction upon themselves by refusing the protection and blessing God 

wanted to give them. 

 

In the same year that Stephen was stoned, God called Saul to be His special messenger to the 

Gentiles. (The Jews referred to all the people who weren't Jews as Gentiles. The remarkable thing is that 

Saul was persecuting Christians at the time He was called. He honestly thought he was doing God a favor 

by putting them in prison. You can read the fascinating story in Acts 9 and 26. 

 

After becoming a Christian, Saul changed his name to Paul. Then under the inspiration of God, He 

wrote over half the New Testament. He was chosen by God to explain what the life and death of Jesus 

means to the human race and to those who believe. See Acts 9:15,16; 26:15-18. 
 

Spiritual Israel Is Made Up Of Christians From All Nations  
 

The gospel began to spread like wildfire among the Gentiles. As we mentioned earlier, Paul 

emphasized that anyone who accepted Jesus as their Savior and Lord were a part of the true Israel. 

Romans 2:28,29; Galatians 3:26-29. 

 

From the beginning, God chose to reveal His love and salvation to the Israelites that they might 

share the good news with the world. God told Israel that they were to be a “kingdom of priests." Peter 

referred to the church in the same way. They were to continue the mission that began with the nation of 

Israel. See Exodus 19:5,6; 1 Peter 2:9,10. 

 

Simply put, a priest is one who speaks to God for the people and speaks to people for God. The 

priest stands in the middle seeking to bring two together. When Israel stopped doing this, they lost their 

reason to exist. Peter says that the Christian church has now been called to fulfill the original plan. Every 

Christian is called to be a "priest." However, when we stop praying for people and stop sharing God's 

love and truth with others, we lose our reason to exist as "the people of God." 
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During the first two centuries, the Christian Church continued to grow even though it was not an 

acceptable religion in the Roman Empire. It became so widespread by the third century that Constantine 

made it one of the official religions. This was a great blessing for the church. But it also caused problems.  

 

When Christians were persecuted, only those who were willing to die for their faith would profess to 

follow Jesus. Living for Jesus meant everything to them. After the church became one of the official 

religions, it was "easy" to be a Christian. However, it also became easy to profess to follow Jesus without 

living for Him. The church now had to contend with enemies from within. 

 

Over a period of many years, truth concerning God's plan of salvation was gradually lost as the study 

of the Bible was neglected. Eventually the very church that was supposed to be promoting the Bible 

began to say it was wrong to read it.  Many who read the Bible and shared its message were persecuted 

and even killed.  

 

Daniel was shown this problem would arise in the church when he saw truth, the sanctuary, and God's 

people cast down. Daniel 8:10-12. Then in his vision he saw two people talking to each other about this 

matter: 

 

One asked, "How long will the vision be concerning the daily sacrifices and the transgression of 

desolation, the giving of both the sanctuary and the host to be trampled under foot?" The answer 

was given: "For two thousand three hundred days; then the sanctuary shall be cleansed." Daniel 

8:13,14. 

 

The Meaning of the 2300 Day Prophecy 

 

The prophecy concerning the 2300 days had troubled Daniel greatly. He did not understand it, but he 

knew that the vision referred "to the time of the end." Gabriel had told him, "The vision of the evenings 

and mornings which was told is true; therefore seal up the vision, for it refers to many days in the future." 

Daniel 8:17, 26. 

 

While Daniel was still in prayer, Gabriel came to help him understand the vision of Daniel 8, 

especially the 2300 days. Gabriel begins his explanation by saying, "Seventy weeks are determined..."  

 

The word "determined" comes from the Hebrew word, which literally means "cut off". (With a 

Strong's Concordance you can look up the meaning of the word.) In other words, 70 weeks are cut off 

from 2300 days. Since the 70 weeks referred to 490 literal years, the 2300 days must refer to 2300 literal 

years. Starting from 457 BC, the 2300 days would reach all the way down to 1844 AD. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Decree                                   Jesus           Jesus’         Stephen stoned &      Beginning of 

    Baptized          Death         Saul converted    The judgment 

  483 years       3 ½ 3 ½     1810 years  

490 years / 2300 years 

457 BC              1844 AD 
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The Significance of 1844 

 

If we are correct in our understanding of these time prophecies, there must have been something 

significant that happened in 1844 AD. There was, but it might be well to remember that significant events 

in salvation history have often been missed by the majority on earth.  

 

When Jesus came as a baby, only a handful recognized Him. And when He died on the cross, most of 

His followers left Him. They didn't understand why He needed to die. When Noah prepared an ark in 

preparation for the flood, only 8 people believed and heeded his warning. In the same way, very few 

understood the significance of Daniel 8:14 and 1844 until after it happened. 

 

When we compare the parallel prophecies of Daniel 2, 7, and 8, it is easy to notice that the judgment 

of Daniel 7 coincides with the cleansing of the sanctuary in Daniel 8. In other words, the final judgment 

began in 1844. And when the judgment process is finished, the universe will be completely cleansed of all 

sin. 

 

In the judgment process, God provides an opportunity for everyone to understand that He has been 

fair and just in all His dealings with Satan and the human race. Therefore, the process takes much time.  

 

1. Heavenly beings observe the judgment process going on now.  Daniel 7:9-14.  

2. The righteous participate in the judgment after the second coming. Revelation 20:4.  

3. The lost stand before God in the judgment after the 1000 years are over. Revelation 20:11,12. 

 

After sin is destroyed and the earth is cleansed by fire, God will create "new heavens and a new earth 

in which righteousness dwells." 2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 20, 21. Everyone alive will serve God out of 

love. Sin will never rise again, for everyone will know how terrible sin is and how wonderful God truly 

is. If questions were to rise again about God’s character, the story of planet earth will simply be reviewed. 

 

Many haven't thought about a judgment beginning before Jesus returns. But when He does come, it is 

already decided who is saved and who is lost. Jesus said, "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward 

is with Me, to give to every one according to His work." Revelation 22:12. In other words, the decision 

has already been made as to who will live forever with God and who will not. 

 

Also in Revelation 14 we read about God's three-fold message to prepare the world for the second 

coming of Jesus and the final events of earth's history. The first message includes the announcement that 

the judgment has begun.  

 

"Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to 

those who dwell on the earth--to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people-- saying with a loud voice, 

'Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made 

heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.'" Revelation 14:6,7.   

 

We have been living in "the time of the end" since 1844. While that may seem like a long time, it will 

be well to remember that God allowed 120 years for Noah to warn everyone of the worldwide flood. Peter 

encourages us to remember: 

 

“Scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, and saying, "Where is the 

promise of His coming?.… The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, 

but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to 

repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass 

away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works 

that are in it will be burned up.” 
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“Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy 

conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 

heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?” 2 Pet. 3:3-12. 

 

How The 2300 Day Prophecy Came To Be Understood 

 

1. Availability of Bibles  - Daniel was told the vision applied especially to the time of the end; 

therefore the vision would be "sealed up" until then. Daniel 8:17,19,26. During the years leading up to 

1844, the Protestant Reformation and the availability of Bibles led to a renewal of Bible study.  

 

2. Fulfillment of the 1260 Years - During the French Revolution, the pope was taken captive by 

Napoleon's general in 1798. This effectively destroyed the political power of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Bible students then realized that the 1260 years of Daniel 7 had come to an end.  

 

In the 1st half of the 1800's the book of Daniel was studied like it had never been studied before.  The 

fulfillment of the 1260 years led many to study the 2300 day prophecy and seek to understand the 

meaning of the “time of the end.” The book was no longer “sealed.” 

 

3. The Jewish Festivals Connected With The Sanctuary - The earthly Sanctuary was an illustration 

of the plan of salvation. For example, when a lamb was slain, the people were to remember that it was 

their sin that caused the lamb to die. They were also to realize that the lamb pointed forward to the 

Messiah, who would die to take away the sin of the world. John 1:29.  

 

In the Jewish calendar year there were 7 festivals in connection with the Sanctuary. These yearly 

services pointed forward to significant events in salvation history. The time prophecies in Daniel 8 and 9 

pinpoint the years when these yearly services would be fulfilled in salvation history. For example, 

immediately following His baptism, Jesus made an announcement based on the 70 week time prophecy in 

Daniel 9:24-27. “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand." Mark 1:15. 
 

 

JEWISH FEAST Day Of The Year THE PLAN OF SALVATION Fulfillment 

1. Passover  1st mo., 14th day Jesus' Death - John 1:29; 18:28 
 

31 AD 

2. Unleavened            

    Bread     

1st mo., 15th-21st days   Freedom From The Power of Sin 

       1 Corinthians 5:6-8 
 

 

On going 

3. First Fruits         1st mo., 16th day  The Resurrection of Jesus 

       1 Corinthians 15:23 
 

31 AD 

4. Pentecost 50 days after Feast of 

First Fruits 

Outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  

       Acts 2 
 

31 AD 

5. Trumpets 7th mo., 1st day  The Call To Judgment.  

       Revelation 14:6-12 
 

The years 

leading up to  

1844 

6. Day of                    

    Atonement  

7th mo., 10th day  Judgment; Cleansing of  Sanctuary 

     Daniel 7; 8; Revelation 13-20 
 

1844 to the 

end  

7. Tabernacles       7th mo.,  

15th-22nd days 

New Earth; Dwelling with God 

     Revelation 21,22 
 

After sin is 

destroyed 
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The 2nd Great Advent Awakening 

 

During the 1
st
 half of the 1800’s the prophecies of Daniel were studied carefully. Three individuals 

were especially influential in communicating their meaning. In Europe, a converted Jew named Joseph 

Wolff traveled widely preaching the message of the 2300 day prophecy, emphasizing that it’s fulfillment 

was around 1844. Manuel De Lacunza preached about it in South America. 

 

In the United States, a Baptist farmer by the name of William Miller was convinced that the cleansing 

of the Sanctuary in Daniel 8:14 referred to the Second Coming of Jesus. He knew that the New Testament 

referred to the believers as the temple of God. He also knew that when Jesus returned, the believers would 

be changed from corruptible to incorruption, from mortal to immortality. 1 Corinthians 15:51-54. He 

concluded therefore that the cleansing of the sanctuary would take place when Jesus returned.  

 

Thousands came out to hear him. Many went back home to study for themselves and were convinced 

that the 2300 days would end in 1844. The local newspapers reported about people gathering in taverns, 

not to drink as before, but to study the Bible and talk and pray together. In American history this 

experience was part of the "2nd Great Advent Awakening". 

  

When 1844 came and went, the disappointment was great. It was similar to the great disappointment 

the disciples felt when Jesus was crucified. Even though Jesus had tried to tell His disciples that He would 

die and be raised again the third day, they were keenly disappointed and very confused when He did die. 

After the resurrection, they understood more clearly that Jesus' mission was to save the world from sin, 

not save the Jews from the Romans.  

 

After 1844, many were convinced the time prophecy was accurate, but the event to take place was 

misunderstood. They noticed that Hebrews 8 spoke of a heavenly sanctuary. They also realized that 

Daniel 7:13 pictured Jesus coming "on the clouds" to the "Ancient of Days," rather than to the earth. 

 

They rejoiced to discover the meaning God had intended all along. The cleansing of the sanctuary in 

Daniel 8 was parallel to the judgment in Daniel 7.  

 

Since we are living in the time of the end, it is especially important for us to understand the 

prophecies of Daniel and Revelation. They reveal God’s plan for our lives and also how to avoid the 

deceptions of Satan.  

 

In the next chapter we will begin to study the book of Revelation. The book of Daniel has laid a 

foundation that Revelation will build upon.  
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Victory In Jesus 

 

READ REVELATION 1,2 
 

All Scripture is quoted from the New King James Version 
And is used by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers 

 

 

Revelation Reveals The Future 

 

The book of Revelation was written about 60 years after Jesus was crucified. John begins by telling 

the purpose of the book: "The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants 

things which must shortly take place." In other words, the book reveals what is going to happen after 

John's day. Jesus reveals the future and then provides appropriate counsel. The message is so important, 

John wrote: "Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those 

things which are written in it; for the time is near." Revelation 1:1,3.  

 

John is also told, "What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: 

to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea." Revelation 1:11. These 

were historical churches in John's day and they benefited from the messages Jesus sent to them.  

 

However, it seems clear that there is another application, for when we put all the messages together, 

they describe the history of the church from John's day to the present. Since the prophecies in Daniel 

followed the same pattern, it is not surprising that Jesus would provide such an overview. He foresaw 

what the church would be like and provided appropriate counsel for each period of history. He 

understands our needs and the solution to our problems. We can also learn lessons from each letter so that 

we don't repeat similar mistakes today. 

 

There is a similar pattern in each letter: 

 Jesus describes Himself in a way that fits the need of each church. 

 He identifies what He likes and dislikes regarding their experience. 

 Counsel is given to help Christians know what to do. 

 Consequences of obeying or disobeying are revealed. 

 Approximate dates help identify the general time period of history. 
 

EPHESUS - Left Her First Love 

 

Jesus identifies Himself as the One who walks in the midst of the candlesticks. The candlesticks 

represent the churches (Revelation 1:20), so Jesus is pictured as in the midst of His people. He likes it 

when His followers hold on to truth and reject error. However, Jesus is also very concerned that our 

actions be motivated by love. 
 

2:5 Name of Jesus One who holds the 7 stars & walks among candlesticks; 

2:2,6 What Jesus Likes Patience; evaluating and rejecting false teaching; 

2:4 What Jesus dislikes When His followers leave their motivation of love; 

2:5 Counsel Remember and do the works you did at first; repent; 

2:5 Results of resisting Their lampstand may be removed; 

2:7 Promise to overcomer They will eat from the Tree of Life; 
 Period of History About 50 - 150 AD; 
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Those in Ephesus had left their first love. While they were working hard and rejecting heresy, they 

were beginning to do so out of wrong motives. Paul reminds us that it is possible to do amazing things out 

of selfish motives such as pride, fear of punishment, or desire for reward: 

 

"Though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though 

I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And though I 

bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, 

it profits me nothing. 

 

"Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does 

not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in 

iniquity, but rejoices in the truth." 1 Corinthians 13:2-6.  

 

John tried to explain what genuine love is all about by pointing to God's sacrificial gift. 

 

"In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. " 1 John 4:10. "For God so loved the world that He gave His only...  Son, 

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life." John 3:16. 

 

By His life and death, Jesus earned eternal life for the human race. Those who believe this truth and 

choose to follow God are free to serve Him out of love, rather than out of fear of punishment or hope of 

reward. These are the ones who overcome selfishness and "repent and do the first works." Rev. 2:5. 
 

SMYRNA - Rich In Faith 

 

Jesus understood their poverty. There are two words in the Greek to describe poverty. One is "penia" 

which describes someone who has the basic necessities. The other word is "ptocheia" which describes 

someone who has nothing. The latter is the word used to describe Christians in this period. They were 

very poor, but Jesus says they were rich in the things that really mattered. They were rich in faith, 

enduring much persecution. Jesus asks them to continue to be faithful unto death.  
 

2:8 Name of Jesus The First & the Last, One who was dead & came to life 

2:9 What Jesus Likes Though poor, rich in faith; enduring hardship for God 

2:9 What Jesus dislikes Hypocrisy;  Lipservice 

2:10 Counsel Remain faithful unto death 

  Results of resisting  

2:11 Promise to overcomer They shall not be hurt by the second death 

 Period of History About 150 - 313 AD 

 

The church experienced times of persecution from the Jews and the Romans until 313 A.D., when the 

Roman Emperor Constantine was "converted." He then made Christianity one of the official religions of 

the empire. One historical account, The Martyrdom of Polycarp, relates the story of Polycarp who served 

during this time period as a principle minister of the Smyrna church for 40 years. 

 

When he was arrested in a farm house one Friday night, he asked for food to be given to the soldiers 

who had come to arrest him. While the soldiers ate, Polycarp stood to one side and prayed aloud for two 

hours for every Christian he could think of in the Roman Empire. When he was asked the next day to 

curse Christ, Polycarp replied, "Eighty and six years have I served Him, and never has He done me 

wrong. How then can I curse my King, who saved me?" From God Cares, Vol. 2, p. 102. 

 

Jesus meant everything to Polycarp. He would rather die than say or do something to hurt his Savior 

and Lord. Those who are motivated by love are free to give everything they have for Jesus. For they know 

He loves them and will provide for all their needs now and throughout eternity.  
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Jesus promises that the overcomers will not be hurt by the second death. See Revelation 20:9,14. In 

other words, they may die in this world, but they will not die again, as the "wicked" will after the final 

judgment. Jesus made it clear that everyone will be resurrected, some to eternal life and others to 

condemnation. John 5:28,29. 
 

PERGAMOS - Tolerating Wrong Teachings 

 

Notice the progression that takes place in these letters. During the period of Ephesus, the church 

rejected the teaching and deeds of the "Nicolaitans." During the period of Pergamos, the Christians 

tolerated them. By the time of Thyatira, those who held such teachings were the leaders of the church. 
 

2:12 Name of Jesus  One who has a sharp two-edged sword    

2:13  What Jesus Likes They held firm to their faith in Jesus 

2:14,15 What Jesus dislikes Compromise; Tolerated teaching of Nicolaitans 

2:16 Counsel Repent  

2:16  Consequences of resisting Jesus will use the sword of His mouth  

2:17 Promise to Overcomer Manna - Jesus; white stone with new name 

 Period of History About 313 - 538 AD 

 

After Constantine made Christianity one of the official religions, it was easier to be a Christian. 

People joined the church because it was the popular custom, rather than because of personal conviction. 

During the 4th and 5th centuries, teachings and practices began to creep into the church that were contrary 

to the Bible.  

 

Jesus identifies the problem by comparing the teachings of the Nicolaitans with the teachings of 

Balaam, a prophet. Balak was a Midianite king who was afraid of Israel, for he knew he could not 

overcome Israel if God was on their side. He was right. But instead of choosing to follow God himself, he 

tried to bribe Balaam into bringing a curse upon Israel and thus preventing God from helping them.  

 

Balaam said yes. His desire for money was greater than his desire to serve God. However, every time 

he opened his mouth, God took over and caused Balaam to bless Israel. After three "failed" attempts, 

Balaam thought of a different plan. He counseled Balak to entice the Israelites into sin. If they yielded, 

they would bring a curse upon themselves, for God cannot bless His people when they willingly continue 

in sin. 

 

For the full story, see Numbers 22-25; 31:16. The Hebrew name Balaam means, "devourer of the 

people". The Greek name Nicolaitans has the same basic meaning, "conqueror of the people". 

 

Overcoming Temptation  
 

Satan could not overcome the church through persecution, so he tried to destroy the church from 

within. He sought to conquer God's people through false teachings and compromise. Since Satan works 

hard to tempt and defeat all of us, it would be well to focus on how to resist and overcome him. Satan's 

main weapons have always been deception, fear and enticements.  
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The Truth Shall Make You Free 

 

Satan works hard to deceive people, for he knows he can lead us to disobey God when we doubt or 

misunderstand His truth. When our natural fears and cravings are combined with the lies of Satan, it is 

impossible for us to do anything but sin. Jesus even referred to us as slaves of sin. But fortunately, He 

provided a way out. 

 

“Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, ‘If you abide in My word, you are My 

disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.’” 

"They answered Him, 'We are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in bondage to 

anyone. How can you say, 'You will be made free'?'" 

 

"Jesus answered them, 'Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.... 

Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed." John 8:31-36. 
 

By His life and death, Jesus defeated Satan and freed us from condemnation and death. Those who 

believe this truth and choose to follow God are able to experience peace and victory in life. For example, 

when people experience the security of God's unconditional love, they are able to find freedom from 

addictive and compulsive behavior. And when they experience God's forgiveness, they are able to forgive 

others, rather than hold on to bitterness and resentment. 

 

"If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed." As followers of Jesus, Christians will desire 

to grow up into emotional and spiritual maturity. Their highest goal will be to glorify God and love others 

as Jesus has loved them. For this purpose they will study the Bible to learn more about God's love and 

plan for their lives.  

 

Since everything we do is affected by what we believe, it is crucial that we have a clear understanding 

of truth. This enables us to grow into maturity. To help us, Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit. "When 

He... has come, He will guide you into all truth." John 16:13. 
 

Living By Faith Or Living By Fear 

 

When Jesus lived on this earth, there were many times He could have been overcome with fear. One 

time He and the disciples were crossing the Sea of Galilee on a boat. Jesus was very tired and decided to 

rest in the back of the boat. But then a terrible storm came up that overwhelmed the disciples, even the 

ones who were familiar with the sea. They were terrified and cried out for help. Notice how Jesus handled 

the situation. 

 

"And a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling. But 

[Jesus] was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him,  

 

"'Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?' 

 

"Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, 'Peace, be still!' And the wind ceased 

and there was a great calm. But He said to them, 'Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have 

no faith?'  

 

"And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, 'Who can this be, that even the wind and 

the sea obey Him!'" Mark 4:37-41. 
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This story is remarkable, not just because Jesus was able to calm the storm, but also because of what 

He asked the disciples afterward. "Why are you so fearful?" The disciples were dying and Jesus wondered 

why they were so afraid. Fear is a natural reaction, but Jesus encouraged them to let faith be the 

controlling factor in their lives. He knew what the disciples had not learned yet, that:  

 

 Nothing can separate us from God's loving care.   Romans 8:31-38. 

 Nothing can happen to the Christian except what God allows.  John 10:27-29. 

 God will not allow us to be tried beyond what we can bear. 1 Corinthians 10:13. 

 God has a plan and a purpose for whatever He does allow.  Romans 8:28. 

 God will give us the grace we need to endure.   2 Corinthians 12:7-10. 
 

Satan uses trials to make us doubt God and give up on Him. God allows trials that we might learn to 

trust Him, rather than our own wisdom and strength. And through it all, we can have the same kind of 

peace that Jesus had. “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to 

you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27. 

 

The peace that the world gives is based upon everything going smoothly. And when major problems 

do arise, many seek to drown out their problems through alcoholism, narcotics, or prescription drugs. 

Others seek temporary relief through more "acceptable" behaviors like eating too much or too little, 

overworking, over shopping, watching too much television, or having an affair. It is even possible to use 

religion to try to escape or deny our problems, if we serve God out of fear of punishment or hope of 

reward. For then we try to be very zealous and righteous so we won't have any problems. 

 

"My peace I give to you." Jesus said these words just hours before He went to the cross. Instead of 

avoiding His problems, He was able to face them with an inner peace. For He knew His Father was with 

Him. Jesus wants us to experience this same peace. He appeals to us, "Let not your heart be troubled, 

neither let it be afraid." When we do feel anxious, Paul tells us what we can do: 

 

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 

requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:6,7. 
 

Our Basic Human Needs 

 

Our basic human needs could be summed up as security, belonging, and meaning in life. When these 

needs are threatened or unfulfilled, we experience fear. We could say that all negative stress in life could 

be identified with some kind of fear. Fear of rejection, loneliness, failure, meaningless living, pain, and 

dying are some of the fears that we dread the most. When our basic needs are not met, we seek to satisfy 

our needs in whatever way we can, even if it is in an unhealthy way.  

 

We can illustrate it this way. When people drown, they do not die because they stop breathing. They 

die because they breathe in the wrong environment, filling the lungs with water instead of air. The need 

for air is so great, we eventually gasp for air. 

 

In the same way, the need for physical security, emotional belonging, and meaning in life are so great, 

we will do everything we can to try to meet those needs. The problem arises when we try to satisfy our 

needs in ways that are unhealthy. This is exactly what Satan tempts us to do.  

 

Both God and Satan have plans for satisfying our needs. On the surface, it seems that Satan's way is 

more attractive, for he promises to fulfill our cravings and desires immediately. However, it is important 

to remember Solomon's counsel: "There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of 

death." Proverbs 14:12.  
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When we are willing to disobey God and His Word to provide for our own needs, we are falling into 

Satan's trap. When we choose to satisfy our cravings in ways that are unhealthy, we have yielded to 

temptation. And though sin often provides momentary pleasure and satisfaction, in the end it always leads 

to pain and suffering for ourselves and others. Sin is like a cancer that destroys. 

 

God's plan alone will truly satisfy our lives. When we experience His love, salvation, and presence in 

our lives, we discover what Paul learned when he said, "My God shall supply all your need according to 

His riches in glory in Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:19. 

 

When Jesus was talking to a woman from Samaria, he used water as an illustration of our need for 

Him. “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him 

will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up 

into everlasting life.” John 4:13,14. 

 

Satan wants us to think that we are: 

 

 More secure physically when we have more money 

 More worthy of love when we behave better, and 

 More valuable when we have more education, a better job, a nicer house, etc. 

 

When we build our lives on such a foundation, it is like building a house on the shifting sand, for the 

foundation is never secure. The foundation can always change through circumstances. Jesus said:  

 

"Whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built 

his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on 

that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock." 

 

"Now everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish 

man who built his house on the sand: and the rain descended,... the winds blew and beat on that 

house and it fell." Matthew 7:24-27 

 

When the storms of life come, the "house" is shaken. These storms can be things like: loss of a job, 

loss of health, not making enough money, feeling unable to behave good enough, relationship struggles, 

loss of a loved one, or any other difficult experience. 

 

Everyday we face trials that test our faith and patience. When we do, we can remember some of the 

wonderful promises in the Bible. 

 

"Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto 

you." Matthew 6:33 (In the context, the "all these things" refers to shelter, clothing, and food.) 

 

"Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He 

will draw near to you." James 4:7, 8. 

 

"For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all 

points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that 

we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need." Hebrews 4:16-16. 

 

Storms will blow, temptations and trials will test us, and persecution will arise. But when we build 

our lives on Jesus, we are able to stand firm and grow stronger in faith and character. We need to 

continually remember what Paul emphasized: "No other foundation can anyone lay than that which is 

laid, which is Jesus Christ." 1 Corinthians 3:11.  
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We are building on a solid foundation when we: 

 

 Recognize that everyone is equally valuable to God, for He created and redeemed all of us. 

 Believe that Jesus' life and death makes us acceptable to God and qualifies us for heaven. 

 Choose to let Jesus be the Lord and Boss of our lives. 

 Know that nothing can "separate us from the love of God which is in Christ." Romans 8:39. 

 Seek first the kingdom of God and trust in God to satisfy our basic needs. 

  

Overcoming Fear  

 

John made it very simple. He said the key to overcoming fear is experiencing God's perfect love. 

 

"In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 

our sins.... There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he 

who fears has not been made perfect in love. We love Him because He first loved us." 1 John 4:18,19. 
 

When we experience God's perfect love, we will be able to find freedom from the negative fears that 

lead us into sin, for Satan will no longer be able to manipulate us by his lies. We will be free to serve God 

and others out of a motive of love, rather than out of fear of punishment or hope of reward. 
 

 Fear of death will be conquered when we know Jesus has given us eternal life. 

 Fear of pain will diminish when we realize that God can bring good out of our trials.  

 Fear of rejection will be overcome when we understand God loves and accepts us because we 

need Him, and not because we deserve Him. 

 Fear of loneliness will be lessened when we experience the constant presence of God. 

 Fear of failure will decrease when we remember God is patient and faithful to forgive.  

 We will experience meaning and purpose in life when we realize we are God's representatives to 

share His truth and love with others. 

On the next pag of this chapter, there is a chart that outlines our basic human needs and compares 

Satan’s plan for meeting those needs with God’s plan.  
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Understanding Our Needs: 

Living By Faith or Living By Fear 

 
  

PHYSICAL 

 

EMOTIONAL 

 

 

SPIRITUAL 

 

 

HUMAN 

NEEDS 

 

 

Protection; 

Security 
 

 

Acceptance; 

Belonging 

 

Value;  

Meaning in Life 

 

NATURAL 

FEARS 

 

 

Pain 

Death 

 

Rejection 

Loneliness 

 

Failure 

Meaningless Living 

 

SATAN'S PLAN 

 

Focus on these 

things alone. 

 

Money, To Buy: 
 

1. Food 

2. Clothing  

3. Shelter 

4. Healthcare  (long life) 
 

 

Good behavior 

 

The better we 

behave, the more we 

feel God and others 

should accept us.  

 

Status Symbols; Power 

 

1. Higher Salary & Job 

2. More Education 

3. Expensive home, car, 

    clothes, and jewelry 

4. Fancy "Toys" 

 

 

PROBLEMS 

 

From focusing on 

money, behavior, 

and status 

symbols alone. 

 

 

 

-Greed, never enough 

-Stealing 

-Selfishness 

-Insecurity 

 

 

 

-Manipulation 

-Hypocrisy 

-Abusive & surface 

  relationships 

-Loneliness, 

rejection 

 

 

 

 

-Condemning others to 

  make us look better. 

-Pride if we've done good  

-Jealousy if we have little 

 

 

GOD'S PLAN 

 

Trust in His 

promises, power, 

and love to meet 

our needs. 
 

“My God shall 

supply all your 

needs according 

to His riches in 

Christ Jesus.” 

Phil 4:19  
 

 

 

God gives life 

 

 

“Seek first the kingdom of 

God, and all these things 

shall be added unto you.” 

Matthew 6:33  

 

God promises to: 

-Give us eternal life  

-Provide for our needs 

-Bring good out of evil 

-Help us in our trials 

 

 

God loves us 

Unconditionally 

 

God loves & accepts 

us, not because we 

deserve it, but 

because we need it.  

 

This frees us to love 

others as He has 

loved us. The church 

family is God’s 

tangible way for His 

love to be revealed. 
 

 

God sees all of us as 

valuable and He has a 

purpose for each one. 
 

Everyone is equally 

valuable, regardless of age, 

race, status or background. 

 

God desires to heal us that 

we might love and serve 

others as He has loved and 

served us. 
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 Three Gifts From God 

 

Paul wrote, "God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind." 

2 Timothy 1:7.  

 

Power - Power is translated from the Greek word "dunamis". We get the word dynamite from it. In 

the New Testament, "miracle" is also translated from this word. This means that the miracle working 

power of God is still active and available for the Christian.  

 

We can be confident that God is working behind the scenes, fulfilling the promises He has made in 

the Bible. Each promise is like a window, enabling us to see what God can and will do for the person who 

asks, believes and surrenders His life to God. (It is important that we understand the promise in its context 

and allow God the freedom to work in His own time and way.) 

 

Love - The Greek word, "Agape" is translated as "love" in the above sentence. Agape describes God's 

kind of love: unconditional, self-sacrificing, and unchangeable. In Romans 5:6-11 Paul tells us that God 

loved the human race even when we were helpless, ungodly, sinners, and even enemies. 

 

Being loved so fully enables us to feel safe and secure, for our acceptance with God is not based on 

our great (or not-so-great) performance, but upon His magnificent love. Once we have experienced God's 

love ourselves, then we are able to love others in this way.  

 

"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also 

love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 

another." John 13:34,35. 

 

Sound mind - This phrase comes from a Greek word that literally means, "a healthy way of 

thinking." Sin has distorted our thoughts and actions so much that normal human thinking and behavior is 

unhealthy from God's perspective. He says, 
 

"My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways.... As the heavens are higher 

than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts." We 

are also told that "All our righteousnesses are like filthy rags." Isaiah 55:8,9; 64:6.  

 

But God promises to give us the wisdom we need. "If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of 

God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him." James 1:5. 

 

We need to constantly remind ourselves of God gifts of power, love, and a sound mind. For our 

natural tendency is to rely on our own strength when we are tempted, retaliate when we are hurt, and trust 

in our own wisdom when we are faced with perplexing circumstances. 

 

Jesus Was Tempted Like We Are 
 

 The Bible tells us that Jesus "was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin." Hebrews 4:15. 

Since "He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted." Hebrews 2:18. 

Sometimes we wonder how this can be, especially since He didn’t live in the kind of world we live in 

today. In some ways it seems that there are more temptations now then there ever could have been before. 

We can understand it better when we read what John wrote:  

 

“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is 

not in him. For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is 

not of the Father but is of the world.” 1 John 2:15,16 
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 In essence, John said all of the temptations can be boiled down to three areas that appeal to the human 

nature.  

 

1. The lust of the flesh appeals to our need for physical security, protection and food.  

2. The lust of the eyes appeals to the need for belonging. The emotional hunger is very strong and 

we try to conform to custom and culture to gain the acceptance that we long for.  

3. The pride of life appeals to our need for value and significance. We look to our accomplishments, 

possessions, degrees, job titles, people we know, or places we have been to make us feel valuable. 

 

When we look to the world to fulfill our cravings, we will always come up empty. When we fill the 

void with the love of God, we will drink of the water that truly satisfies. John 4.  
 

First Temptation - Turn Stones Into Bread  
 

After His baptism, Jesus was led into the wilderness that He might prepare for His ministry. When 

40 days passed, Satan was allowed to tempt him in three areas – the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, 

and the pride of life. By evaluating these three temptations and how Jesus handled them, we can 

understand better how to overcome Satan ourselves.  

 

After fasting for 40 days, Jesus was very hungry. Matthew 4:2. Satan asked Him to prove He was the 

Son of God by turning stones into bread and thus satisfying His hunger, the lust or desire of the flesh. 

"Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, 'If You are the Son of God, command that these stones 

become bread.'" 

 

In the Greek, the wording of the sentence is very interesting. It is a conditional sentence that is 

assumed to be true. In other words, Satan was really saying,  

 

“If you are the Son of God, which you claim to be and so I assume that you are, then you should be 

able to satisfy your hunger by working a miracle. God wants you to do for yourself what you can do, 

just like He expects of everyone else. You do your best, and He will do the rest. Turn the stones into 

bread and you will be able to eat. This is God’s plan for you.”  

 

Jesus responded, “It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds 

from the mouth of God.’” Matthew 4:3, 4. Later on in His ministry, Jesus said,  

 

“The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son 

also does in like manner.”  John 5:19. 

 

“I can of Myself do nothing…. I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me.” 

John 5:30.   

 

“When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; 

but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things.” John 8:28. 

 

“The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me 

does the works.” John 14:10. 

 

Satan was trying to separate Jesus from His Father. He was trying to make Jesus think that He needed 

to be creative and take charge of His own life if He was going to survive and thrive. Satan insinuates, 

“The Father isn’t going to come to Your rescue. He shouldn’t have to, for you can take care of Yourself.” 

In summary, Satan was trying to convince Jesus to fulfill his natural needs and desires in unhealthy ways, 

independent of His Father’s plan. 
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While we have never been tempted to turn stones into bread, we have been tempted to fulfill God's 

plans through our own wisdom and strength. When we are faced with a difficult situation, we are tempted 

to doubt God's faithfulness or ability to fulfill His promises. 

 

For example, God had told Abraham He would have a son and be the father of a great nation. After 

10 years however, he was still without any children. He and Sarah decided that God needed some help. 

Sarah told Abraham, “See now, the Lord has restrained me from bearing children. Please, go in to my 

maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by her.” Gen. 16:2. Hagar did become pregnant and gave birth to a 

son they named Ishmael. God then told Abraham that Ishmael was not the son He had promised. They 

had doubted God’s plan and promise for them and tried to fulfill God’s promises in their own strength.  

 

Jesus chose to remain dependent upon His Father to satisfy His basic needs. After the three 

temptations we are told, "Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him." 

Matthew 4:11. God did provide! 

 

Second Temptation - Throw Yourself Down 

 

Satan was allowed to take Jesus to Jerusalem. Together they stood on top of the temple looking over 

the city. Satan said,  

 

“If You are the Son of God, throw yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge 

concerning you.’ And, 'In their hands they shall bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone.’”   

 

Jesus replied, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’” Matthew 4:6,7. 

 

In essence, Satan was saying, “If you are so valuable, throw yourself down. Since you are so 

confident of God’s protection and fulfillment of His promises, God will certainly help you. He wouldn't 

let you die. And the Jewish people would surely accept you after such a demonstration of power. Believe 

God's promise!” Satan had led many of the Jews to believe that the Messiah would come in a miraculous 

way from heaven to their city and temple.  

 

Satan appealed to His natural desire to be loved and accepted by others, as well as to the pride of life. 

If he miraculously floated down into the temple area, people would flock to Him. He would have instant 

power and influence over the Jewish nation. As much as Jesus wanted the Jews to believe in Him, He 

refused to gain it by forcing God to protect Him. He knew He was loved, accepted, and valued by His 

Father, and that was enough. Jesus rejected the idea that His value was based on the praise of others or on 

a special miracle of God. He chose to believe the evidence in the Scriptures and what His Father said at 

His baptism, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:17.  

 

Satan also appeals to our need to be loved, accepted, and valued. Our needs are genuine and Jesus 

satisfies them. When He died for the human race, He revealed how much He loves and values all of us. 

Through His life and death, He qualified every human being to live eternally with Him. God wants us to 

understand how valuable we are. He wanted us or He would not have sent his Son on such an expensive 

mission to redeem us.  

 

When we know that we belong to Him, we will not have to fall into the trap of manipulating others or 

conforming to pressure in order to gain acceptance. When we believe in God's gracious gift, we will also 

be constantly reminded that there is nothing good in ourselves that deserves His grace. This means there 

will be nothing to boast about. While this is a humbling thought, it also is comforting and encouraging. 

For when we know that our value and significance does not depend upon our performance, it provides a 

great amount of relief. We become free to serve God and others out of appreciation and love. Several 

verses remind us of this truth.  
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"For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not 

of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them." Ephesians 2:8-10.  

 

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven.” Matthew 5:16.  

 

“He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” Phil. 1:6. 

 

Satan wants us to think we are more valuable and worthy of love when we behave better, have more 

money, hold a more influential job, or experience a miracle. When we build our lives on such a 

foundation, it is like building a house on the shifting sand, for the security is based on something that can 

always change.  

 

Jesus said, "Whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who 

built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 

house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. Now everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, 

and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: and the rain 

descended,... the winds blew and beat on that house and it fell." Matthew 7:24-27 

 

 When the storms of life come, the "house" is shaken. Some of these storms can be things like: loss of 

a job; loss of health; not making enough money; feeling unable to behave good enough; relationship 

struggles; or loss of a loved one. If when we face a crisis our lives are built on a shaky foundation, we will 

end up doing whatever we think we need to do to survive, even if it means disobeying God. 

 

We are building on the only foundation when we believe that Jesus' life and death makes us 

acceptable to God and qualifies us for heaven. "No other foundation can anyone lay than that which is 

laid, which is Jesus Christ." 1 Corinthians 3:11. (See Study Guide 3).  

 

When we believe we belong to God, we will know that nothing can "separate us from the love of God 

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." Romans 8:39. Storms will blow, temptations and trials will come, 

persecution will arise, but those who build their lives on Jesus will stand firm. When we find our security 

in the salvation that Jesus freely gives, we will be able to serve God and others out of a motive of love, 

rather than out of motives of pride, guilt, reward, or punishment. 
 

Third Temptation - Bow Down & Worship Me  
 

When Jesus came to this earth, He knew it would not be easy. Satan offered an easy way out. "The 

devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and 

their glory. And he said to Him, 'All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.'   

 

Then Jesus said to him, 'Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the Lord your 

God, and Him only you shall serve.' Then the devil left Him and behold, angels came and ministered to 

Him.'" Matthew 4:8-11. 

 

 As in the second temptation, this one also appeals to both the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. 

But Jesus was able to recognize the lie and not look for an easy way out of any problem. Satan's constant 

aim is to get our eyes focused on the things of this earth that last only for a short time. Paul reminds us to 

keep our eyes focused on Jesus and to view everything from the perspective of eternity.  
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Setting Our Minds On Eternal Realities 

 

God desires to transform our lives so that we can truly experience a healthy way of thinking and 

living. In order for this to happen, we need to "reprogram" our minds by learning the truth and focusing 

on God's way of thinking and living. We need to think in terms of eternal life, rather than focusing on the 

temporary things of this earth. 

 

"Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may 

prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God." Romans 12:2. 

 

"Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation." Matthew 26:41.  

 

"Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth." Colossians 3:2. 

 

"For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and 

eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which 

are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are 

eternal." 2 Corinthians 4:16-18. 

 

One Christian author gave some wise counsel concerning the importance of keeping our thoughts and 

minds centered on Jesus, for this is where our strength lies. 

 

"Consecrate yourself to God in the morning; make this your very first work. Let your prayer be, 

'Take me, O Lord, as wholly Thine. I lay all my plans at Thy feet. Use me today in Thy service. 

Abide with me, and let all my work be wrought in Thee.' This is a daily matter. Each morning 

consecrate yourself to God for that day. Surrender all your plans to Him, to be carried out or 

given up as His providence shall indicate. Thus day by day you may be giving your life into the 

hands of God, and thus your life will be molded more and more after the life of Christ.  

 

"A life in Christ is a life of restfulness. There may be no ecstasy of feeling, but there should be an 

abiding, peaceful trust. Your hope is not in yourself; it is in Christ. Your weakness is united to 

His strength, your ignorance to His wisdom, your frailty to His enduring might. So you are not to 

look to yourself, not to let the mind dwell upon self, but look to Christ. Let the mind dwell upon 

His love, upon the beauty, the perfection, of His character. Christ in His self-denial, Christ in His 

humiliation, Christ in His purity and holiness, Christ in His matchless love --this is the subject for 

the soul's contemplation.... 

 

"When the mind dwells upon self, it is turned away from Christ, the source of strength and life. 

Hence it is Satan's constant effort to keep the attention diverted from the Savior, and thus prevent 

the union and communion of the soul with Christ. The pleasures of the world, life's cares and 

perplexities and sorrows, the faults of others, or your own faults and imperfections,-- to any or all 

of these he will seek to divert the mind. Do not be misled by his devices." Steps To Christ, pages 

70-71. 

 

The good news is that we do not have to believe Satan's lies or yield to his temptations, for he has 

been defeated! When we resist him, he will flee from us. And when we draw near to God, God will draw 

near to us. See James 4:7,8. In our next study we will look at the remaining four letters that Jesus sent to 

the seven churches.  
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Jesus, The True Witness 

 

 

READ REVELATION 2,3 

 
All Scripture is quoted from the New King James Version 
And is used by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers 

  

 

Review From "Victory In Jesus" 

 

 Jesus is very concerned that our actions be motivated by love.  

 The Christian church gradually began to tolerate false teachings in the church. 

 Our basic human needs could be summarized as security, belonging, and meaning in life. 

 When our needs are not fulfilled, we experience fear. Fear is the basis of all negative stress. 

 Satan tempts us to satisfy our needs in unhealthy ways, hoping to lead us into sin. 

 When we understand the truth of the gospel, we are able to experience God's perfect love. 

 

 John implied that all temptations fall into three categories. "Do not love the world or the things in the 

world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world--  

 

 The lust of the flesh,  

 The lust of the eyes, and  

 The pride of life-- is not of the Father but is of the world." 1 John 2:1,15-17.  

 

In other words, when we haven't experienced God's love, John says we will find ourselves loving the 

world and seeking what it has to offer. The focus of our lives will be: 

 

1. Satisfying the cravings of the flesh,  

2. Coveting what others have, seeking acceptance and belonging through our behavior and  

3. Comparing ourselves with others by basing our value on: 

 

 How we perform,  

 What we own, or  

 Who we associate with.  

 

In contrast, when we do experience God's love, we discover that: 

 

1.   He satisfies our need for security, belonging, and meaning in life. Therefore we don't have to try 

to fulfill the desires of the flesh in unhealthy ways. God gives us a sound, balanced mind so that 

we can choose what is best, rather than simply what we crave. "God has not given us a spirit of 

fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind." 2 Timothy 1:7. 

 

2. We are able to be content with what God gives us. We are able to focus on the things that will 

last for eternity, instead of focusing on the possessions and pleasures of this world. This frees us 

from trying to satisfy the lusts of the eyes and to trust in God's power and providence. Notice the 

secret that Paul learned, "I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content... I can do all things 

through Christ who strengthens me." Philippians 4:11-13. 

 

3. Everyone is equally valuable, for God created and redeemed the whole human race. This frees 

us from the spirit of pride: from trying to make ourselves valuable and important and from trying 

to make others look bad so we can look better.  
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THYATIRA - The Enemy In Leadership  
 

   Name of Jesus 2:18 Son of God; Eyes like fire; Feet like brass 

What Jesus Likes 2:19 Love, faith, service, patience 

What Jesus dislikes 2:20-23 Tolerating evil, false teaching, and corrupt leaders 

Counsel 2:22-25 Repent if you follow Jezebel; If not, hold on 

Results of resisting 2:22,23  Spiritual disease and death 

Promise to 

overcomer 

2:26,27 Power over nations; The Morning Star (22:16) 

Period of History  About 538 - 1500's AD 

 

As we look at the last four letters from Jesus, we remember that the church gradually strayed from the 

truth in the Bible. During the time of Ephesus, the church hated the teachings of the Nicolaitans. During 

the time of Pergamos, the church tolerated them. By the time of Thyatira, such teachings were taught by 

the leaders of the church.  

 

Jesus compared the leaders in Thyatira to Jezebel, a queen in the Old Testament that led God's people 

into idolatry. She also killed God's prophets, misrepresented the king, hired false witnesses, and led Israel 

to worship other gods. 1 Kings 18:13; 21:8,10; 16:31. This is exactly what happened to the church during 

the Middle Ages, for the leaders of the church were more interested in power and wealth, than in teaching 

truth and leading people to Jesus. 

 

For example, the idea of penance led to the concept of selling "indulgences." In other words, the 

gospel was so neglected and perverted that the church tried to raise money by selling forgiveness.  

 

Jesuit professor Robert E. McNally of Fordham University wrote, "The indulgence practice was an 

abuse which could and should have been corrected by ecclesiastical authority."1  

 

He also acknowledged "the old Church needed renewal and reform on all levels--morals, theology, 

spirituality, liturgy, and structure."2 

 

John wrote clearly that forgiveness is free. Our part is simply to confess our sin to God, for Jesus has 

already paid the penalty for every sin-- past, present and future. Those who understand this good news 

will seek to honor God by living for Him and refraining from sin. Notice the wonderful balance John 

presents in these verses: 

 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in 

us.” 

 

“My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, 

we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the 

propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.” 1 John 1:9-2:2. 

 

Many feel the church has changed to the point that such a practice could never happen again. 

However, it has happened again very recently. When the pope set aside the year 2000 as a special “Year 

of Jubilee,” he also officially declared that one could earn special indulgences during the Jubilee. The 

official declaration was posted on their Internet site. 
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Year 2000 - Year of Jubilee 

 

CONDITIONS FOR GAINING THE JUBILEE INDULGENCE 

Given in Rome, November 29, 1998 

 

“All the faithful, properly prepared, can fully enjoy, throughout the Jubilee, the gift of the indulgence, in 

accordance with the following norms: … The Jubilee indulgence … can be applied in suffrage to the 

souls of the deceased: … The rule that a plenary indulgence can be gained only once a day remains in 

force during the entire Jubilee year.” 

 

“The faithful can gain the Jubilee indulgence: 

   

 In Rome, … 

 In the Holy Land, …                            

 In other ecclesiastical territories, if they make a sacred pilgrimage…” 

 “In any place, if they visit … their brothers and sisters in need… as if making a pilgrimage to 

Christ present in them (cf. Mt 25:34-36). 

 

“The plenary indulgence of the Jubilee can also be gained through… 

 

 Abstaining for at least one whole day from unnecessary consumption; …   

 Supporting by a significant contribution  works of a religious or social nature; … 

 Devoting a suitable portion of personal free time to activities benefiting the community.” 
 

Failures of the Christian Church 
 

Another way the church strayed from the Bible was by lifting up the pope as the head of the church, 

rather than insisting that people look directly to Jesus as the head. The Bible is very clear: 

 

"For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created 

through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. And He is 

the head of the body, the church." Colossians 1:16-18. 

 

During the Middle Ages, the church also authorized the killing of hundreds of thousands of people; 

for when the teachings of the Bible contradicted the teachings of the church, these people chose to follow 

the Bible. Jesus told us that this would happen.  

 

"Take heed that no one deceives you... They will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, 

and you will be hated by all nations for My name's sake. And then many will be offended, will 

betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive 

many. And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who 

endures to the end shall be saved." Matthew 24:4-15. 

 

Recently the Pope publicly acknowledged some of the failure of the church during the Middle Ages. 

As Christians, we also can follow the example of Daniel (see Daniel 9) and confess the sins of the 

Christian Church in history. While we may not have been alive during that time, we recognize we all have 

the same sinful nature. Without Jesus as our Savior and a good understanding of the gospel, we will find 

it easy to repeat the same mistakes that others have made.  
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One newspaper column made this comment regarding the pope’s apology:  

 

“The apology has been delivered…. What has the church done? The river of blood loosed by the 

Crusades, the racked limbs of the Inquisition and, indirectly, the mountains of ashes heaped up by the 

Holocaust – these are the most vivid emblems of the church's sad legacy. These horrors were born of 

hatred and arrogance -- the very failings the Jew called Jesus preached against.” 

 

“John Paul's confession may have been short on details… but it was sweeping in scope. He asked 

forgiveness for the sins of all Catholics through all time -- including injustices against Jews, women 

and minorities. He repented the Vatican's history of religious intolerance, of forced conversions, of 

‘violence . . . in service of the truth.’” Minneapolis Star-Tribune, Mar. 19, 2000. 
 

Jesus Makes The Difference 

 

In the Old Testament, God sent Elijah to call His people back to Himself. After 3 1/2 years of famine, 

Elijah challenged Israel, "How long will you falter between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow 

Him; but if Baal, follow him." 1 Kings 18:21. Toward the end of the middle ages, God used many people 

to call the church back to the truth as revealed in the Bible. 

 

In His letter to Thyatira, Jesus encouraged those who refused to accept the false teachings that began 

to rise. Men like John Huss, John Wycliff, Martin Luther, John Calvin, Zwingli, the Wesley brothers and 

others were used by God to call His people back to Himself and the study of the Bible.  

 

Jesus is the center of Christianity. Without a personal relationship with Him, Christianity is lifeless 

and meaningless. When Jesus is not the center and focus of our lives, the church ends up being just 

another social club, instead of a place for healing and growth. When the church consistently misrepresents 

God's love and truth, people often become more sick, emotionally and spiritually. Jesus referred to this in 

Matthew 23:15 when He was talking with the Jewish leaders. 

 

"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, 

and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves."  

 

As Christians, we need to acknowledge that through the centuries, our church has been far from 

perfect. We have often been God's worst enemies, for instead of leading people to Him, we have driven 

many away.  

 

It is crucial that we recognize and acknowledge our failures in the past so that we don't repeat them in 

the future. Jesus refers to Himself as One who has eyes like fire, for He "searches the minds and hearts" to 

give to each according to their works. Revelation 2:23. He pleads with the church to repent before they 

are left to reap the full consequences of their evil actions.  

 

To the overcomer in Thyatira, Jesus promised to give "the morning star." In Revelation 22:16, He 

identifies Himself as "the Bright and Morning Star." As the morning star, Jesus is the light of the world. 

He is able to reveal the truth to all who desire it. 
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SARDIS - The Stagnant Church 

 

Name of Jesus 3:1 One who has the 7 Spirits and 7 Stars of God 

What Jesus Likes 3:4 Unsoiled garments; in other words full surrender 

What Jesus dislikes 3:1 Lip service-Proclaiming to be alive, but dead 

Counsel 3:2,3 Watch, Remember what you received at first 

Results of resisting 3:3 They would not recognize Jesus’ coming 

Promise to overcomer 3:4,5 White garment; name kept in the Book of Life 

Period of History  About 1500's - late 1700's 

 

In the 1500's, the Reformation brought new life to Christianity. While there were many people that 

helped bring the reformation about, Martin Luther was one of the most prominent. As a monk, he worked 

hard to gain favor and acceptance with God. He was faithful to his church and submissive to the pope. 

 

"Whatever good works a man might do to save himself, these Luther was resolved to 

perform. He fasted, sometimes three days on end without a crumb.... He laid upon himself vigils 

and prayers in excess of those stipulated by the rule. He cast off the blankets permitted him and 

well nigh froze himself to death. At times he was proud of his sanctity and would say, 'I have 

done nothing wrong today.' Then misgivings would arise. 'Have you fasted enough? Are you poor 

enough?' He would then strip himself of all save that which decency required. He believed in later 

life that his austerities had done permanent damage to his digestion." 3  

 

Concerning his life as a monk, Luther wrote: "I was a good monk, and I kept the rule of my 

order so strictly that I may say that if ever a monk got to heaven by his monkery, it was I. All my 

brothers in the monastery who knew me will bear me out. If I had kept on any longer, I should 

have killed myself with vigils, prayers, reading, and other work." 4 

 

As he continued to study the Bible, Luther gradually came to realize that God had reconciled man to 

Himself through the life and death of Jesus. He read verses like, "The just shall live by faith." Romans 

1:17; and "By grace you have been saved through faith, ... it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone 

should boast." Ephesians 2:8,9. 

 

When Johann Tetzel was asked to sell "indulgences" to raise money for the church, Luther protested 

by posting in Latin his famous "95 Thesis" on the door of the Wittenberg church on October 31, 1517.  

(The door was commonly used as a kind of bulletin board. Since the majority of people were unable to 

read Latin, his intention was to bring up the issue for discussion among the other University professors 

and church leaders.  However, someone translated it into German and everyone then began discussing it.) 

 

Eventually, this led to a clash with church leaders and they excommunicated Luther. Throughout this 

experience, he simply wanted to know from the Bible where he had gone wrong. The reformation 

centered in this desire: "The Bible and the Bible alone is our rule for faith and practice." When the church 

contradicted the Bible, Luther and others chose to follow the Bible. 

 

Revival and reformation came to many areas. Churches were formed as the Bible was studied 

diligently. When people rediscovered truth that had been lost for centuries, they tried to share what they 

had learned. When they gained a following, their group was often named after the truth they were most 

noted for.  
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For example, notice the reasons for the names of the following denominations. 

 

Baptists -    Taught that believers should be baptized by immersion, not sprinkling. 

Lutherans -    Followed Martin Luther's teachings emphasizing justification by faith. 

Methodists -   Followed John Wesley, emphasizing a method of growing in holiness. 

Congregationalists   Believe the church should be organized locally, rather than by the state. 

Seventh-day Baptists  Believe the seventh day of the week is the Bible Sabbath for Christians. 

Seventh-day Adventists Believe the seventh day is the Sabbath and Jesus is coming again. 

 

Other groups continued to form over the years. They were all called Protestant because they 

"protested" against the teachings and practices of the established church that were contrary to the Bible. 

They also believed the Bible was the basis for what to believe and how to live.  Unfortunately, freedom of 

thought and expression were not allowed and persecution by both Protestants and Catholics continued.  

 

Throughout the Middle Ages the church had become intertwined in the affairs of the state, so the 

Reformation affected the political atmosphere as well. Wars were fought in the name of religion to protect 

religious territories. In 1648, the "Peace of Westphalia" brought an end to the "Thirty Years War" and an 

end to a century of religious strife. 

 

Over the next 150 years, the "Enlightenment" began to dominate as a reaction to the religious abuse 

and strife that had gone on for many years. Also, as people came to understand the law of cause and 

effect, they realized that many teachings of the church were simply superstitious ideas that had no basis of 

truth.  

 

However, instead of going back to the Bible to learn the real truth, many rejected the Bible altogether. 

During the French Revolution in the late 1700s, the Bible and religion were officially outlawed. The 

"Goddess of Reason" was worshipped in its place. The Enlightenment taught that:  

 

 Reason was the only infallible guide to wisdom;  

 Nature was governed by inflexible laws that could not be changed by miracles;  

 Mankind was not inherently evil; and  

 Mankind could be perfected if they were allowed to follow their own instincts and reason.  

 

This philosophy has had a profound impact on our world: 

 

 The law of cause and effect led to a great deal of research and knowledge, taking us from 

the industrial revolution to the space age and the information superhighway.  

 The theory of evolution was promoted since it was believed that nature was simply a 

product of natural laws that were at work in the universe.  

 Atheism and our modern secular society are rooted in the idea that reason is the supreme 

guide for truth and that mankind is not evil or in need of a Savior.  

 Communism taught that the perfect society could be created if people were forced to 

share. Communists believed that since people were not inherently evil, they simply 

needed to get in the habit of sharing and then they would do it naturally. 

 The Christian church was also affected by the enlightenment when the philosophy of 

"deism" became prominent. Deism held the idea that God created the world with natural 

laws and then left it to function on its own. 
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Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and other prominent leaders were deists. They rejected the 

idea of miracles or supernatural revelation since they contradicted natural laws. This led them to establish 

a constitution that guaranteed religious freedom, for they didn't want the government forcing people to 

worship and believe in a certain way. While religious freedom was a positive thing, the Christian church 

was growing stale.  

 

In his letter to Sardis, Jesus said,  

 

"I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. Be watchful, 

and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die... Remember therefore how you 

have received and heard; hold fast and repent."   

 

"If you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I 

will come upon you.... He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot 

out his name from the Book of Life."  Revelation 3:2,3,5.  

 

In the judgment, Jesus must blot out the names of those who persist in rejecting Him as Savior and 

Lord. In the message to the next church, Jesus says, "I am coming quickly!" Revelation 3:11. The end is 

near. Time is almost up! 
 

PHILADELPHIA - The Faithful Believers 

 

Name of Jesus 3:7 One who is Holy and True; Who Has Key of David; 

   Who opens-no one shuts, shuts-no one opens 

What Jesus Likes 3:8,10 Refusing to deny Jesus; Persevering in obedience 

What Jesus dislikes 3:9 Hypocrisy; professing to follow God, but not. 

Counsel 3:11 I am coming quickly; Hold fast what you have 

Results of resisting  3:10 An hour of trial will come to test everyone 

Promise to 

overcomer 

3:10 Be pillars in the temple; receive new name.  

Period of History  1800’s – Second Coming of Jesus 

 

After 1798, the book of Daniel was studied as never before, for many realized the 1260 years of 

Daniel 7 had come to an end. (See guide #2). This led many to study the time prophecy in Daniel 8 

regarding the cleansing of the sanctuary, which referred to the process of the judgment. (See guide #4.)  

 

The way Jesus describes Himself in this context is significant. He is the One "who has the key of 

David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens." Revelation 3:7. As a result of the 

final judgment, the door of heaven will be opened for those who have surrendered their lives to Jesus and 

shut for those who have persistently resisted His gift and Lordship. 

 

 Even though the church has been around for many centuries, it is sad that Jesus must acknowledge 

she is not very strong:  

 

"You have a little strength, have kept my word, and have not denied My name. Indeed I will 

make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie--indeed I will 

make them... know that I have loved you." Revelation 3:8,9. 

 

Jesus uses the word Jew to symbolize the people of God. Those who are Christian in name only are 

really part of Satan's camp. Just as the Jews put Jesus to death even though they were supposed to be His 

followers, so Jesus reveals that there would be people in the Christian church who refused to surrender 

fully to God.  
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Before Jesus returns to the earth, there will be a clear separation between those who are God's 

followers and those who aren't. When we study Revelation 13 and 14, we will notice that a crisis will 

develop on earth that will place every living person into two groups: Those who receive the mark of the 

beast and those who receive the Seal of God. Every Christian must ask, "Have I surrendered my life to 

Jesus as the Savior and Lord of my life? Or am I a Christian in name only?"  

 

Those who overcome will become "pillars in the temple of God." Revelation 3:12. God's sanctuary, 

the place where He dwells, includes people:  

 

"Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,...  and you 

are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your 

spirit, which are God's." 1 Corinthians 6:19,20.  

 

Those who surrender to Jesus will open up their lives to the refining work of the Holy Spirit.  This is 

the greatest gift Jesus can give. "If you... know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 

will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!" Luke 11:13. 
 

LAODICEA - The Lukewarm Church 

 

Name of Jesus 3:14 The Amen, Faithful & True Witness, 

What Jesus Likes 3:15 Being Cold or Hot - spiritually dead or alive 

What Jesus dislikes 3:15 Lukewarm - Claiming to be rich, but in reality, are              

                     spiritually poor, blind, and naked 

Counsel 3:18-

20 

Buy - gold refined in the fire, white garments, and  

         eye salve; repent; open door for Christ 

Results of resisting 3:16 I will spew you out of my mouth 

Promise to 

overcomer 

3:21 Sit with Christ on His throne and eat with Him 

Period of History  About late 1800's to the present 

 

Jesus identifies Himself as the Faithful and True Witness. This is significant because the church 

suffers from self-deception. They claim to be rich and in need of nothing. Jesus says they are "wretched, 

miserable, poor, blind, and naked." Who is right? In Revelation 3:15,16 Jesus also says,  

 

"I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. So 

then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew you out of My mouth." 

  

Jesus identifies 3 different kinds of works: cold, hot, and lukewarm. Paul also wrote about 3 different 

kinds of works: works of the flesh, works of the Spirit, and works of the law.  

 

In Galatians 5:19-23 he contrasts the "works of the flesh" with the "fruit of the Spirit". Under the 

works of the flesh, all kinds of evil are listed. Then he describes the fruit that the Holy Spirit brings: 

"Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control." 

 

Paul describes the "works of the law" as a combination of the flesh and the Spirit, just as lukewarm is 

a combination of cold and hot. In other words, lukewarm works of the law are an attempt to imitate the 

fruit of the Spirit by the power of the flesh.  

 

"Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are you so 

foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh?" "By the 

works of the law no flesh shall be justified." Galatians 3:3,4; 2:16. 
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Paul himself had worked hard to earn God's favor by keeping the law. He had tried to imitate the fruit 

of the Spirit by the power of the flesh and then came to realize how worthless it was. 

 

“If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: circumcised the eighth day, 

of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a 

Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the 

law, blameless. But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.”  

 

“But indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 

Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain 

Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that 

which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith.” Philippians 3:3-9. 

 

It is possible for a person to look like a Christian on the outside, but to be motivated by selfishness 

and greed on the inside. Jesus says that such a person is nauseating to Him and He will spew him out of 

His mouth. When we are in this condition, Jesus offers His remedy. 
 

Jesus' Remedy  
 

“I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, 

that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your 

eyes with eye salve, that you may see.” Revelation 3:18. 

 

Buy or Exchange - How can we buy anything if we are poor, as Jesus says we are? Exchanging is 

another way to describe the process of buying. Isaiah says, 'all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags." 

Isaiah 64:6. Jesus will exchange our filthy rags for His perfect righteousness. Paul wrote: 

 

“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of 

God in Him.” 2 Corinthians 5:21.  

 

“You know the grace of our Lord, ... that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, 

that you through His poverty might become rich.” 2 Corinthians 8:9. 

 

Since those in Laodicea think they are "rich... and have need of nothing", they are not able to enjoy 

the riches of Jesus or accept His righteousness. We must confess that we are "wretched, miserable, poor, 

blind, and naked," if we are going to "buy" what Jesus has to offer.  

 

Even though we don't like to admit it, we must realize that our sinful natures are helpless to do 

anything that is holy and righteous. We are no better than the worst criminal in prison. We are no 

different than those who put Jesus on the cross. If we were given the same circumstances, we would do 

the very same thing, unless we repent and surrender our lives to God.  

 

Jesus began His famous sermon on the mount by saying, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven." Matthew 5:3. The kingdom of heaven belongs to those who realize their poverty, 

desperate need and helplessness. It is hard for us to believe that God is willing to accept our poverty and 

sin in exchange for His riches and righteousness, but this is the truth.  

 

We want God to accept our goodness and have Jesus make up the rest. When we remain satisfied with 

our own goodness or with works motivated by selfishness and pride, Jesus says, “I will spew you out of 

My mouth.” 
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Gold is Faith Refined By Fire - Faith in God's truth is the gold that makes us rich. He will allow our 

faith to be tested that it might be refined and purified. Notice what 1 Peter 1:6-8:  

 

“You have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much 

more precious than gold which perishes, though it is tested by fire, may result in praise, honor, 

and glory, at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love.” 

 

 Faith in our own goodness and strength must be destroyed;  

 Faith in our feelings must be overcome when it conflicts with the truth in God's word;  

 Faith in God's strength and truth must increase. 

 

 The white garment represents Christ's righteousness that covers our nakedness and filthy rags.  God 

is willing to exchange our poverty and sin with His riches and righteousness.  

 

The Eye salve To Help Us See - Since Jesus has returned to heaven, the Holy Spirit is God's 

representative to open our eyes and help us understand truth. Jesus said, 

 

"When He has come, He will convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment:  

 

 Of sin, because they do not believe in Me;  

 Of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more;  

 Of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.  

 

I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. However, when He, the 

Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth." John 16:7-13 

 

After Jesus opened the eyes of a blind man, He spoke about spiritual blindness.  

 

"For judgment I have come into this world, that those who do not see may see, and that those 

who see may be made blind.... If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you say, 'We 

see.' Therefore your sin remains." John 9:39-41.  

 

Our eyes are opened when we respond to the Holy Spirit's convictions. We become blind when we 

reject the light we are given. John 3:19-21 says,  

 

"And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved 

darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the 

light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does the truth 

comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God." 

 

In these seven letters Jesus has had to say some pretty harsh things. He reminds us that His motive is 

love and that His desire is intimate fellowship with each of us.  

 

"As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. Behold, I stand at 

the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine 

with him, and he with Me." Revelation 3:19, 20.  
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What a great invitation! Jesus, the King of the Universe, is willing to spend time with each of us. The 

One who knows the end from the beginning, is willing to guide us through the maze of life. The Faithful 

and True Witness is willing to speak the truth in love that we might grow up into maturity. What a great 

invitation! But Jesus will never force Himself into our lives. He comes only when we invite Him. Would 

you like to "open the door" of your life to Jesus today?  

 

In our next lesson we will study about the Seven Seals and how God works with those who resist His 

love and gift of salvation. 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1 Robert E. McNally, S.J., "The Reformation: A Catholic Reappraisal," in Luther, Erasmus and the Reformation: a 

Catholic-Protestant Reappraisal, ed. John C. Olin, James D. Smart, and Robert McNally, S.J.; by Fordham University Press: 

New York, 1969; page 39. Quoted from God Cares 1, Mervyn Maxwell, page 172; by Pacific Press, 1981. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Roland H. Bainton, Here I Stand: A Life Of Martin Luther; Published by Abingdon Press, Nashville, TN.  
4 Ibid. 
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Is The Wrath Of God Loving? 

 

 

Read Revelation 4-6 

 

All Scripture is quoted from the New King James Version 

And is used by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers 

 

 

Jesus Loves Us Enough To Speak The Truth 

 

In His letters to the churches, Jesus provided both encouragement and counsel. As the "Faithful and 

True Witness," He understands our needs and the solution to our problems. He is concerned when: 

 

 His followers serve Him out of fear of punishment or hope of reward, rather than out of love. 

 False teachings creep into the church and the truth about God is misunderstood & 

misrepresented. 

 His church is filled with pride and self-sufficiency, so that people fail to recognize how 

"wretched, poor, miserable, blind, and naked" they are without Him. 

 

While Jesus has had to say some rather harsh things, in the last letter He reminds us that His motive is 

love and that His desire is intimate fellowship with each of us. 

 

"As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. Behold, I stand at 

the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine 

with him, and he with Me." Revelation 3:19-20. 

 

 Immediately following the seven letters, John writes: "After these things I looked, and 

behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet 

speaking with me, saying, 'Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after 

this.'" Revelation 4:1. 

 

Jesus says He will show John what "must take place after this." Immediately, John is given a view of 

the activity going on in heaven. Having shared His counsel for the church, Jesus reveals what happens 

when people continue to resist God's counsel and plan of salvation. 

 

In Revelation 5, John saw a very important scroll in God's hand, "sealed with seven seals." For a 

moment, it appears that the scroll will have to remain sealed. This causes John to be overwhelmed with 

sorrow, "I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it." 

Revelation 5:4. The scene quickly changes, however, when John sees that Jesus is able to take the scroll 

and open its seals. 

 

"Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain.... He came and took the scroll from the 

right hand of him who sat on the throne. And when he had taken it, the [heavenly beings] sang a 

new song:  

 

'You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your 

blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. You 

have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.'" 

Revelation 5:6-10, NIV. 
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We are not told what is written on the scroll, but since Jesus was the only One who is able to take it, 

we can be sure it has something to do with the salvation of the human race. Many have thought it 

represents the "Book of Life," which contains the names of those who will experience eternal life. If this 

is so, it is easy to understand why John wept when it appeared that the scroll could not be opened.  

 

In order for the scroll to be read, all seven seals must be opened. When Jesus opens the first four 

seals, John saw four colored horses with riders holding an instrument of some kind. By evaluating these 

symbols and the messages in each seal, we can learn what God is trying to say to us.  

 

God Is Worshiped And Praised 
 

Before we study the seals directly, it would be valuable to notice the five songs in chapters 4 and 5. 

They praise God for who He is, what He has done, and what He will do for the human race. He is: 

 

Holy and Eternal - The four living creatures begin by announcing that God is holy and 

eternal. "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come." Rev. 4:8. 

 

The Creator - Then 24 elders honor God because He is the Creator. "You are worthy, O 

Lord, to receive glory and honor and power, for You created all things, and by Your will they 

exist and were created." Revelation 4:11.  

 

The Redeemer - We then hear the song we quoted above, praising Jesus as the Redeemer. 

"You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your 

blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation." 

 

Trustworthy - All the angels add their conviction that Jesus is worthy of everything we can 

give Him. "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, and 

strength and honor and glory and blessing!"  Revelation 5:12.  

 

Worshiped By Every Living Person - The final chorus is a preview of the time when all 

living beings honor and glorify God. "And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and 

under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying, 'Blessing and 

honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!'" 

Revelation 5:13. 

 

But that time is not yet, for there are many who do not worship God. Some do not know Him and 

others simply choose not to follow Him. Since Jesus loves us very much, He is working very hard to draw 

people back to Himself. Notice these verses that emphasize God's desire to save everyone. 

 

 "For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost." Matthew 18:11.  

 "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself." John 12:32. 

 Jesus is "the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world." John 1:9 

 "And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the 

nations, and then the end will come." Matthew 24:14. 

 "The Lord is... long-suffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should 

come to repentance." 2 Peter 3:9. 

 "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son..." John 3:16,17. 
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Since God loves everyone and desires all to be saved, we need to ask: How does He treat those who 

resist and reject Him? What does He do to draw them back to Himself? What role does His "wrath" play 

in the plan of salvation? The messages in the 7 seals answer these questions.  

 

God's Wrath Gives People Up To Suffer From Their Choices 
 

There are two passages in the Bible that speak directly about the wrath of God and His discipline. 

Studying these will help us understand the seven seals better.  Romans 1:18 - 32 reveals how God's wrath 

works. He gives people up to their choices, and they bring pain and suffering on themselves. 

 

"The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 

men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of God is manifest 

in them, for God has shown it to them.  

 

"For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood 

by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 

because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but 

became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  

 

"Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God 

into an image made like corruptible man.... Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in 

the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, who exchanged the truth of 

God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator....  

 

"For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the 

natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the 

woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and 

receiving in themselves the penalty of their error....  

 

"And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 

debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; ... who, knowing the righteous judgment 

of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, not only do the same but also 

approve of those who practice them." 

 

God gives everyone the freedom to accept or reject His love. Paul says those who refuse to honor God 

are without excuse, for there is abundant evidence of His power in creation. When people "suppress the 

truth" and approve of evil practices, there is nothing more that God can do. So He "gives them up" to 

suffer the consequences of their choices, hoping they will learn from their mistakes and return to Him.  

 

Since He loves us very much, God must surely hurt when we hurt others and ourselves. Hebrews 

12:5-11 emphasizes the importance of accepting discipline, for God knows what is best for us. 

 

“My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be discouraged when you are 

rebuked by Him; for whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He 

receives. If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a 

father does not chasten?  But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, 

then you are illegitimate and not sons.” 

 

“Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall 

we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? For they indeed for a 

few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of 

His holiness. Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, 

afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.”  
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When God Weeps 
 

It hurts God when He must give people up. Notice the tears in His voice when He spoke to Israel 

through the prophet Hosea. Also, when His own people rejected Him, Jesus wept, for He loved them. 

 

"When Israel was a child, I loved him, ... I drew them with gentle cords, with bands of love, 

... My people are bent on backsliding from me.... How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I 

hand you over, Israel? ... My heart churns within me; My sympathy is stirred." Hosea 11:1-9. 

 

"Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, saying, 'If you had known, even 

you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden 

from your eyes.... because you did not know the time of your visitation.'" Luke 19:37-44. 

 

"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! 

How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 

but you were not willing! See! Your house is left to you desolate." Mt. 23:37,38. 

 

When Jesus opens the first four seals, messengers are sent to earth with a particular message. Since 

Jesus loves the human race, we can be sure that the messages relate to His desire for people to believe and 

accept the truth. 

 

The First Seal - The Message Of The Gospel 
 

When the first seal is opened by Jesus, John saw, "... a white horse. And he who sat on it had a bow; 

and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer." Revelation 6:2. 

 

White is used in the Bible to represent righteousness and purity and is associated with God and His 

people.  Jesus is pictured as riding a white horse when He returns to earth in Revelation 19. John saw "a 

great multitude... standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes." Revelation 

7:9. And in his prayer of repentance, David prayed, "Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash 

me, and I shall be whiter than snow." Psalm 51:7.  

 

The bow was a common weapon of warfare. The crown is a symbol of victory and righteousness. 

Paul referred to "... the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on 

that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing." 2 Timothy 4:8.  

 

The rider is described as one who "went out conquering and to conquer." By His life and death, Jesus 

conquered Satan. He now says to His followers, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations."  Matthew 28:18. The power Jesus "conquers" 

with is the gospel. Paul wrote: 

 

"I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who 

believes." Romans 1:16.  

 

"The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God." 1 Corinthians 1:18. 

 

"For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh.  For the weapons of 

our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down 

arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every 

thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ." 2 Corinthians 10:3-5. 
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The Second Seal - Peace Is Taken From The Earth 
 

When Jesus opens the second seal, John writes, "And another horse, fiery red, went out. And 

it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that people should kill 

one another; and there was given to him a great sword." Revelation 6:4. 

 

The gospel is the message of the first seal, and it continues to go forth. When the gospel is preached 

people must make a decision, for it is impossible to remain neutral after hearing it. Unfortunately, many 

reject the gospel because they want to enjoy the pleasures of sin rather than accept the truth from God's 

Word. After awhile they begin to believe Satan's lies and think, "the message of the cross is foolishness." 

1 Corinthians 1:18. 

 

"The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, 

and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did 

not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason God will send them 

strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not 

believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness." 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12. 

 

Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me." 

John 14:6. When people reject the truth, they place themselves on the side of Satan who is at war with 

God. That is why Jesus said persecution would result from preaching the gospel. 

 

"Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a 

sword.... He who loves father or mother, ... son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 

And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me." Matthew 10:34-37.  

 

"I came to send fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! ... Do you suppose 

that I came to give peace on earth? I tell you, not at all, but rather division. For from now on five 

in one house will be divided: three against two, and two against three. Father will be divided 

against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother." Luke 

12:49-53.  

 

If we place anyone or anything above God, we reveal either our ignorance about Jesus or our desire to 

reject Him. God respects our freedom to choose, but He wants us to understand clearly that the issue is a 

life and death matter. We must decide. Since following Jesus often causes hardships in this life, Jesus 

reassures those who choose to follow Him.  

 

"There is no one who has left house or parents or brothers or wife or children, for the sake of 

the kingdom of God, who shall not receive many times more in this present time, and in the age 

to come eternal life." Luke 18:29,30. 

 

"Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let 

not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." John 14:27. 

 

While we are not guaranteed political or social peace now, God does promise to give us inner peace. 

The world's peace is very shaky. It comes and goes depending on our circumstances and on how much we 

are able to deny or ignore our problems. The peace that Jesus gives is based on understanding and 

experiencing God's love, salvation, and presence in our lives today.  Since God never changes, our peace 

can remain even in difficult circumstances. 
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The Third Seal - A Famine For the Word Of God 
 

When Jesus opened the third seal, John saw, "a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of 

scales in his hand. And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, 'a quart of 

wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the 

wine.'" Revelation 6:5,6. 

 

The black horse symbolizes the continual rejection of the light God sends. Jesus used light and 

darkness as symbols of righteousness and evil. 

 

"A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness 

overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going. While you have the 

light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light." John 12:35. 

 

"This is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness 

rather than light, because their deeds were evil." John 3:19. 

 

The announcement is made, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a 

denarius." A quart of wheat or three quarts of barley was considered an average amount of food for one 

person. A denarius was the average wage for one day's work. (See Matthew 20:1,2.) The third seal 

therefore describes famine-like conditions when it takes a full day's wage to earn enough money to buy a 

small amount of food. 

 

Without a personal relationship with Jesus there will be a spiritual famine in our lives. For He alone 

can satisfy our basic human needs. If we refuse to believe in His salvation and promises, we will 

experience an emptiness and a hunger that will never be satisfied. We will experience a spiritual famine. 

Jesus said,  

 

"I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me 

shall never thirst." John 6:35.  

 

"Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall 

give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of 

water springing up into everlasting life." John 4:13,14. 

 

The rider of the third horse holds a balance in his hands. Balances were used to measure the weight of 

things like gold, silver, and food. God uses the balance as a symbol of measuring the character of a 

person. An example of this can be found in Daniel 5:27, when God sent the message to Belshazzar, the 

king of Babylon, "You have been weighed in the balances, and [are] found wanting." That very night, on 

October 12, 539 BC, he was killed when the Medes and Persians overthrew Babylon. 

 

The rider of the black horse holds a balance in his hand. The implication is that we must all give an 

account for the choices we make. And those who persistently reject the love and salvation of God will be 

allowed to suffer the consequences. 

 

However, there is still time to repent, for the announcement is made, "Hurt not the oil and the wine." 

These symbols represent the Holy Spirit and the salvation provided by Jesus. In other words, don't turn 

away from the salvation so freely given; don't grieve the Spirit of God any more (Eph. 4:30). Return to 

Him and He will surely forgive. "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 1 John 1:9. 
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Since we are never "worthy" of forgiveness, we sometimes believe some of the lies that Satan tells us 

to keep us from receiving God's forgiveness: 

 

1. "I need to make myself better before God can forgive and accept me." 

2. "I need to suffer a little more to pay for my sins before God can forgive and accept me." 

3. "I am too bad of person. God can't forgive me, for I have committed the unpardonable sin." 

 

The good news is that we can come to God just as we are. In fact, that is the only way we can come. 

A wonderful Christian hymn emphasizes this truth. 

 

Just as I am, without one plea, but that Thy blood was shed for me,  

And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am, and waiting not to rid my soul of one dark blot, 

To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am, though tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt; 

"Fighting’s within, and fears without," O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need, in Thee I find, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

The "Unpardonable" Sin 
 

The Bible does talk about a sin that cannot be forgiven. Jesus referred to it as the sin against the Holy 

Spirit. After He had been accused of working miracles by the power of Satan, Jesus said,  

 

"Every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not 

be forgiven men. Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but 

whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him." Matthew 12:31,32. 

 

Notice, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven. Jesus was even able to forgive those who put Him 

on the cross. He prayed, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." Luke 23:34. So no 

matter who we are or what we have done, God is able to forgive us.  

 

In a simple way, we could say that the only sin God cannot forgive is the one we refuse to confess. 

When people attribute the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan and approve of evil, they will refuse to confess 

their sin. Instead, they will cherish sin, considering it valuable and worthwhile. As Paul said, when people 

approve of evil, God gives them up to their desires: 

 

"And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 

debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting;... knowing the righteous judgment of God, 

that those who practice such things are deserving of death, [they] not only do the same but also 

approve of those who practice them." Romans 1:28-32. 

 

God does not give us up easily, so the Holy Spirit works with us throughout our lifetime, drawing us 

with His love and convicting us of our need for Him. We can be certain that if we have a desire to do right 

and follow God, we have not committed the "unpardonable sin."  
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It is hard to "commit" the unpardonable sin and be lost, for to do so a person must continually: 
 

 Reject the convictions of the Holy Spirit;  

 Endure the painful consequences of sin without repenting; 

 Resist the love and forgiveness freely given by God; 

 Believe the lies of Satan and fight against the abundant evidence of truth. 

 

Before Paul was converted, he fought against God by persecuting Christians. Jesus stopped him with 

a blinding light and then asked, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick 

against the goads." Acts 26:14. (A goad was a sharp stick used to prod cattle along.) Jesus was simply 

saying, "Saul, it is hard for you to fight against the convictions brought by the Holy Spirit." The same 

applies to us. In contrast, Jesus emphasizes that our burdens will be light and easy when we follow Him.  

 

"Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke 

upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." Matthew 11:28-30. 

 

We can summarize the message of the third seal in this way: The gospel continues to go forth, but 

when people continue to resist, their hearts become harder. When they refuse to eat the spiritual food that 

is available, their emptiness increases. When they are weighed in the balances, their lives are found 

lacking the fruit of righteousness. However, God still does not give up on them for His patience is great. 

He pleads with them to not reject the Holy Spirit (the oil) or Jesus (the wine) any longer. 

 

The Fourth Seal - Death Comes 
 

In the fourth seal, John saw "A pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades 

followed with him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with 

hunger, with death [or pestilence], and by the beasts of the earth." Revelation 6:8. 

 

Death in this seal affects 1/4 of the earth, so this does not refer to the final end of sinners. Rather, it is 

simply the consequences of sin and rebellion against God in this sinful world. As a means of disciplining 

His people in the Old Testament, God sent His  

 

"... four severe judgments on Jerusalem; --the sword and famine and wild beasts and 

pestilence;-- to cut off man and beast from it?" Ezekiel 14:21.  

 

Notice how the sword, famine, pestilence, and wild beasts were progressively added in the second, 

third and fourth seals. God's "four severe judgments" are simply the natural consequences of persistent 

rejection of the gospel. Israel suffered from them when they turned away from God. The Christian church 

has also suffered much as a result of straying away from Bible truth.  

 

Because of wickedness, God has at times brought destruction on people to save the rest of the world 

from being totally swallowed up by evil. The punishment also serves as a reminder to the living. "Sodom 

and Gomorrah are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire." Jude 7. Examples: 
 

 The worldwide flood;  

 The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire;  

 The killing of the firstborn in Egypt, the destruction of the Egyptian army in the Red Sea;  

 The destruction of the Canaanites when Israel was led into the land of Canaan; and 

 The destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. 
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The Experience Of God's People During The First 4 Seals 
 

As we have mentioned, the seals reveal the way God works with those who resist His truth and 

salvation. In contrast, Psalm 23 reveals the experience God's followers have. 

 

The white horse - The gospel received: "The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He 

makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul; 

He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake." 

 

The red horse - Christians suffer as a result of those who reject the gospel: "Yea, though 

I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me; Your 

rod and Your staff, they comfort me." 

 

The black horse -Christians enjoy spiritual food in time of a spiritual famine: "You 

prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my cup 

runs over. (The oil and wine are still readily available for those who desire it.) 

 

The pale horse - Death for Those Who Reject; Eternal Life For God's People: "Surely 

goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the 

Lord forever." 

 

The Fifth Seal - A Cry For Justice 
 

Because God's patience is so great, it sometimes seems that He will never act. Therefore the cry goes 

out, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the 

earth?" An example of this is when Cain killed Abel. God said to Cain, “What have you done? The voice 

of your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground.” Genesis 4:10.  

 

In answer to the cry, a white robe is given to those who have stayed true to the end of their lives, 

assuring them a place in God's kingdom. They are also told to rest just a little longer, as there would be 

others who would die for Jesus before the end comes. In other words, the war is not over yet. 

 

The Sixth Seal - The Wicked Hide From God 

 

In this seal, several things happen that are out of the ordinary: the sun turns black, the moon looks red 

like blood, stars fall, a great earthquake shakes the earth and the sky rolls back like a scroll. In Matthew 

24 Jesus mentioned similar signs in relationship to His coming. A remarkable fulfillment of the first three 

occurred on May 19, 1780 and November 13, 1833. These signs helped that generation know that the 

"appointed time of the end" was about to begin. (See Daniel 8:14,17,19 and study guide #4). 

 

These signs will be repeated just before Jesus returns to the earth. During the plagues we are told of 

the darkness that will come and of a great earthquake that will shake the earth. Rev. 16:10,18.  

 

One of the saddest statements in the entire Bible comes at the end of the sixth seal. For many people 

cry "to the mountains and rocks, 'Fall on us and hide us from the... wrath of the Lamb!'" Revelation 6:16. 

It is sad, for it is so unnecessary to be afraid of Jesus.  

 

These people have "loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone 

practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed." John 

3:19,20. They would rather die than come face to face with God. Consistent with the way His wrath 

works, God will honor their choice and let them die. 
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The Seventh Seal - Silence In Heaven 
 

The seventh seal simply says there is silence in heaven for half an hour. Revelation 8:1. Nothing more 

is said about this seal, so we cannot be totally certain as to its meaning. However, as we show respect 

after a tragedy by setting aside a period of silence, we can imagine heaven silently: 

 

 Filled with sorrow as they witness the death of people they have loved and worked for; 

 Filled with joy as they witness the resurrection and reunion of family and friends. 

 

Summary of The 7 Seals 
 

1. God shares the good news of salvation and invites people to follow Him.  

 

2. Everyone will choose to accept or reject Him, for they cannot remain neutral. Strife results 

when people resist Him, for Jesus is the only cure for selfishness. 

 

3. When people refuse Jesus, the Bread of Life, there is a hunger that cannot be satisfied. People 

try to fill that void in many ways, but the only answer is accepting Jesus. The judgment will 

come and weigh the characters of all. God pleads with people to accept the “oil and the wine.” 

While there is time, accept the Holy Spirit and the gospel.   

 

4. When nothing else works, God allows people to suffer more calamity and death, hoping some 

will still repent and return to Him. 

 

5. Those who believe the gospel suffer from the effects of sin and the selfishness of others. Their 

cry goes up to God, "How long before you will bring justice and make everything right?" The 

answer is given, "Wait a little longer." God must also long for the day when "there shall be no 

more death, nor sorrow, nor crying." Revelation 21:4. God chooses to wait, for He "is long-

suffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance." 

2 Peter 3:9.  

 

6. It is hard to imagine people not wanting to meet God, but when He comes, some want to run 

and hide and even die. For "everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the 

light, lest his deeds should be exposed." John 3:20. God honors their choice and gives them 

death. 

 

7.  Heaven is silent as they witness the death of some and the joyful reunion of others. 

 

God's wrath is different than human wrath. We get angry and try to get back at people. God's wrath is 

revealed against ungodliness and unrighteousness by giving people up to their own choices. He hopes 

they will see their desperate need and return to Him. So yes, the wrath of God is full of love. 

 

In a general way, we could say the 7 seals reveal how God works with those who have resisted and 

rejected His truth in all ages. We could apply these messages to individuals, to Israel in the Old 

Testament, and to the Christian church throughout history. It is also interesting to notice how the 

messages of the seven seals parallels the messages in the last half of the book of Revelation.  See the 

comparison on the last page.  

 

In our next study we will study Revelation 12 and ask the question, “Why is there so much evil in the 

world?”  
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7 SEALS HISTORY GOD'S MESSAGE FOR THE LAST DAYS 

1st Seal 
 

The Gospel 

Proclaimed 

Ephesus / Smyrna 
The gospel was 

going forth and false 

teaching was being 

rejected. 

1st Angel's Message - Revelation 14:6,7 

     "Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the 

everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth-to every 

nation, tribe, tongue and people- saying with a loud voice, 'Fear God and 

give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment is come, and worship Him 

who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.'" 

2nd Seal  
 

Peace Is 

Taken From 

The Earth 

Smyrna / Pergamos 

God’s people were 

persecuted and truth 

was beginning to be 

compromised. 

2nd Angel Message - Revelation 14:8 and 18:2-4 

     "And another angel followed, saying, 'Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that 

great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of 

her fornication.'" 

     "Babylon the great is fallen.... Come out of her, my people, lest you 

share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues."  

3rd Seal 
 

Spiritual 

Famine; 

Judgment 

will come. 

Pergamos/Thyatira 

There was a famine 

for the word of God. 

Fortunately the “oil 

and wine” was still 

available. 

3rd Angels Message - Revelation 14:9-11 

     "Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, 'If anyone 

worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or 

on his hand, he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 

which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation.'" 

4th Seal 
 

Death and 

the Grave 

Thyatira / Sardis 

Many died from the 

Crusades, Inquisition 

and Protestants & 

Catholic wars. 

People also suffered 

& died from famines,  

plagues and diseases. 

The Harvest Is Ripe - Revelation 14:14-15:1 

     "And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, 

and he cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, 

'Thrust in your sharp sickle and gather the cluster of the vine of the earth, 

for her grapes are fully ripe.' So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth 

and gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it into the great winepress of 

the wrath of God."  

     "The seven last plagues, ... in them the wrath of God is complete." 

5th Seal 
 

A View of 

God's People 

Calling for 

Justice 

All Ages 

God’s people have 

been persecuted 

throughout time. It 

also applies to the 

Philadelphia period 

when the judgment 

hour message began 

to be preached. 

God's People Proclaim, "You Are Just" - Revelation 15 

     "And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and those 

who have the victory over the beast, over his image and over his mark and 

over the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, having harps of 

God. And they sing the song of Moses, ... and the...Lamb, saying: 'Great 

and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are 

Your ways, O King of the saints! ... For Your judgments have been 

manifested.'" 

 

6th Seal 
 

Heavenly 

Signs; 
 

Wicked in 

Terror 

Philadelphia  

Heavenly signs came 

before the judgment 

hour message It also 

applies to the time 

just before Jesus 

comes when they 

will be repeated. 

The Seven Last Plagues - Revelation 16 

     Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, 

"Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth." Darkness 

and an earthquake are part of the plagues. 

     The wicked "blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and 

their sores, and did not repent of their deeds." 

     Jesus says, "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, 

and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 

7th Seal 
 

Silence in 

Heaven; 

Heaven 

comes to 

meet God's 

people. 

Still Future The Marriage Supper - Revelation 19 

    Heavenly beings come to earth, solemnly observing the loss of loved 

ones they have worked so hard for. “And I heard... the voice of a great 

multitude, as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, ‘Alleluia! For the 

Lord God Omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him 

glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made 

herself ready.’”.... “Blessed are those who are called to the marriage 

supper of the Lamb!” 
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Why Is There So Much Evil? 

 

READ REVELATION 12 

 

All Scripture is quoted from the New King James Version 

And is used by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers 

 

The War Began In Heaven 

 

Heaven is the last place we would expect war to begin, but that is where fighting started in the 

universe. Satan led many angels to rebel against God and then they tried to overthrow His government. 

Instead, they were thrown out of heaven and cast to this earth, where the war continues. 

 

"And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon 

and his angels fought, but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any 

longer. So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who 

deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with them....  

 

"Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having 

great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.... And the dragon was enraged... and he 

went to make war with... [those] who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of 

Jesus." Revelation 12:7-17. 

 

The Hebrew name "Satan," means adversary or enemy. The Greek name "Devil" means to deceive, 

accuse, and slander. In the Old Testament, Isaiah and Ezekiel help us understand his background.  

 

Satan Was Created Perfect - "Thus says the Lord God: 'You were the seal of perfection, full of 

wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was 

your covering: ... You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you; you were on the 

holy mountain of God.... You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, till 

iniquity was found in you.... Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; you corrupted your 

wisdom for the sake of your splendor." Ezekiel 28:12-17. 

 

Satan Wanted God's Place - "How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! 

... For you have said in your heart; 'I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 

stars of God....  I will be like the Most High.'" Isaiah 14:12-14. 

 

Lucifer was created by God as a perfect angel. He is described as "full of wisdom and perfect in 

beauty." As "the anointed cherub who covers," he seemed to be given an important position in heaven.  In 

such a perfect environment, it is unexplainable how thoughts of pride and jealousy could enter his mind. 

But when he allowed them to grow, he desired to take the place of God Himself. Lucifer must have been 

very persuasive, for he was even able to persuade one-third of the angels to join him.  

 

"[Satan] drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth." Revelation 12:4. 

"The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches." Revelation 1:20. 

 

When Satan and his followers rebelled, God could have destroyed them immediately; but He chose 

not to. He knew that questions might continue in the minds of the loyal angels and then they would serve 

Him out of fear of being destroyed themselves. By allowing the rebellion to continue, God knew the ugly 

effects of sin would be revealed and everyone would learn how awful it really is. 
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Satan's Lies 
 

When Adam and Eve were created, they were allowed the freedom to remain loyal to God or disobey 

Him and learn about evil. Since God values our freedom, He never wants to force us to follow Him. The 

choice was very simple: 

 

"And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, 'Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 

but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it 

you shall surely die.' Genesis 2:16,17.  

 

By disguising himself as a snake, Satan deceived Eve into listening to his enticing arguments about 

eating the forbidden fruit, "You will not surely die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes 

will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." Genesis 3:4,5. 

 

Satan promised that Eve would not die if she disobeyed God. He probably believed what he said, for 

he himself had not died when he was cast out of heaven. In fact, he had never even seen death before. He 

implied, "You need not obey God, for you will not die. God is lying."  

 

Satan also implied that evil was something valuable to experience. "You already have a knowledge of 

what is good, you need to understand and experience evil also.  You should not obey God, for you will 

miss out on something very valuable unless you eat of this fruit." 

 

Since Eve had no idea what evil was, it was easy for her to ask questions like, "What was evil like? 

Would she become wise and powerful? If eating the fruit could enable a snake to talk, what would it do 

for her? What was she missing out on?  

 

Eve believed Satan and ate the fruit. Adam felt he had to choose between his love for God and his 

love for Eve. He chose Eve and ate the fruit also. Thus the human race joined in the rebellion against God 

and gave Satan dominion over the earth. As a result of Adam's choice, everyone has been born with a 

sinful nature. Satan takes advantage of this condition and works hard to make everyone believe, "You 

cannot obey God!"  
 

Playing Hide and Seek With God 
 

When Adam and Eve sinned, they realized something was wrong: "The eyes of both of them were 

opened, and they knew that they were naked; they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 

coverings. And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden ... and Adam and his 

wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord....  

 

"Then the Lord God called to Adam... 'Where are you?' So [Adam] said, 'I heard Your voice in 

the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself.... The woman whom You 

gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.' And the Lord God said to the woman, 

'What is this you have done?' And the woman said, 'The serpent deceived me, and I ate.'" Genesis 

3:7-13. 

 

Adam had been willing to die with Eve so she wouldn't have to suffer alone. Now he is willing to 

blame her. He also blames God for giving her to him as his wife. Eve then blames the serpent. Guilt, 

fear, and insecurity will always lead us to "hide" or blame others for our problems. However, when we 

understand God's unconditional love and salvation, it is easier for us to be honest with Him, others, and 

ourselves.  
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Adam and Eve Died That Very Day 
 

God told Adam and Eve to stay away from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. He warned, "In 

the day that you eat of it you shall surely die." On the other hand, Satan said, "You will not surely die." 

Was Satan right? When Adam and Eve ate the fruit, they continued to live! 

 

God knew exactly what He was saying. When Adam and Eve sinned, the plan of salvation went into 

effect immediately and Jesus became "the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." Revelation 13:8. 

God promised that Jesus would die for the sin of the whole human race. And since His promises never 

fail, the death of Jesus became a reality as soon as sin took place. 

 

"You were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct 

received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 

without blemish and without spot. He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the 

world, but was manifest in these last times." 1 Peter 1:18-20. 

 

The gospel that is true today was true for Adam and Eve: "The love of Christ compels us, because we 

judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died." 2 Corinthians 5:14. So from God's perspective, they did 

die that very day, in Christ. 

 

While the Bible does not tell us specifically, God must have explained the plan of salvation to Adam 

and Eve. For in Genesis 4, Cain and Abel understand the plan when they brought offerings to God. As a 

part of His explanation, God instructed Adam and Eve to kill some sheep as a symbol of Jesus' death. He 

then made clothes for them out of the animal skins to replace the fig leaves that they had been wearing. 

Genesis 3:21. 

 

Their clothes became a constant reminder that "the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 

life in Christ Jesus our Lord." Romans 6:23. They knew they were alive because Jesus had taken the 

initiative to be their Savior.  

 

The same is true today. Everyone is alive because Jesus redeemed the whole human race. But since 

God will not force Himself on anyone, He gives people the opportunity to choose whom they will follow: 

Christ or Satan.  

 

If I want to follow Jesus, I simply accept Him as my Savior and choose to serve and obey Him.  I am 

always free, however, to be my own boss and live as I please. When I persistently make this choice, I end 

up rejecting Jesus as my Savior and perishing in the end.  

 

Consequences Of Sin - Raising Children With Sinful Natures 
 

Sin always brings pain and suffering. Even though the plan of salvation went into effect immediately, 

God honored Adam and Eve's choice to learn about evil. He then explained to them what they would 

suffer as a result of their sin. God said to Eve: 

 

"I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; in pain you shall bring forth children; 

Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you." Genesis 3:16. 

 

The sorrow that God is talking about refers to the physical pain of giving birth. It also refers to the 

emotional pain of giving birth to children with selfish human natures. When Cain killed Abel, the 

emotional pain for Eve had to be much worse than the physical pain of childbirth.  
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"Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the Lord. Abel also brought of the firstborn 

of his flock and of their fat. And the Lord respected Abel and his offering, but He did not respect 

Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.  

 

"So the Lord said to Cain, 'Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? If you do 

well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for 

you, but you should rule over it.' Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, 

when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him." Genesis 

4:3-8. 

 

Abel represents all those who accept Jesus as their Savior. Cain represents those who persistently 

reject the salvation freely given by God. The anger that arose in Cain reflects the hatred of the natural 

human heart against those who stand for truth and righteousness. Adam and Eve must have wept bitterly 

when they lost Abel through death and Cain through rebellion. 

 

The Need For Law And Order In Society 
 

As a result of the sinful natures that we are born with, much of our time, energy, and resources in 

society are spent trying to keep evil under control. This is the proper role of government. 

 

“Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 

and the authorities that exist are appointed by God.  Therefore whoever resists the authority 

resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers 

are not a terror to good works, but to evil.” 

 

“Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the 

same. For he is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear 

the sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices 

evil.  Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience' sake.” 

 

“For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God's ministers attending continually to this 

very thing. Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom 

customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.” Romans 13:1-7. 

 

God also realized the necessity for order and authority in the home. He said to Eve, "Your desire shall 

be for your husband, and he shall rule over you." Genesis 3:16. God designed that the husband would 

protect and provide for his family as the leader in the home. 

 

Unfortunately, human authority has often failed. Leaders in government have often used their power 

to serve themselves. Instead of keeping evil under control, governments have sometimes been the source 

of evil. Instead of protecting its citizens, governments have sometimes been the source of injustice and 

pain.  

 

In the same way, some husbands have used their authority and strength to satisfy their own selfish 

desires. Paul pointed to Christ as the perfect example for husbands. They are to love their wives as Christ 

loved the church, using their leadership to protect and provide for the family.  

 

"Do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not be drunk with wine, in 

which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, ... submitting to one another in the fear of God.  

 

"Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of the wife, as also 

Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. Therefore, just as the church is 

subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything." 
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"Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that 

He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present 

her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should 

be holy and without blemish." Ephesians 5:17-27. 

 

You Must Be Born Again 
 

While laws, punishments, and rewards go a long way to stop evil and motivate good behavior, they 

cannot change the heart. Only Jesus can. And He will do it for all who ask Him. He refers to this 

experience as the "new birth." 

 

"There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to 

Jesus by night and said to Him, 'Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no 

one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.'  

 

"Jesus answered and said to him, 'Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he 

cannot see the kingdom of God.'  

 

"Nicodemus said to Him, 'How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time 

into his mother's womb and be born?' 

 

"Jesus answered, 'Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born 

of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' The wind blows 

where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it 

goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.'" John 3:1-8. 

 

Jesus was simply referring to our need to be reunited with God. Since God honors our freedom to 

choose, the Holy Spirit withdrew from Adam and Eve when they chose to disobey. But God didn't give 

up on them. He chose to take the initiative to redeem the human race so everyone would be free to invite 

God back into their lives and live with Him forever. 

 

[Jesus] "was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world. He was in the 

world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His 

own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right 

to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor 

of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." John 1:9-13. 

 

Consequences Of Sin - We Must Work And We Must Die 
 

God said to Adam, "Cursed is the ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of 

your life. Both thorn and thistles it shall bring forth for you.... In the sweat of your face you shall 

eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust 

you shall return." Genesis 3:17-19. 

 

Before Adam and Eve sinned, God made the plants and trees produce food spontaneously. After they 

sinned, however, God said that man would have to work for His food. But even hard work would not 

keep a person alive forever, for everyone would eventually "return to the ground."  

 

God never wanted the human race to experience evil. But now that they had chosen to eat of the tree 

called the knowledge of good and evil, they would learn about evil all the days of their lives.  
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From that time on, they “would be afflicted by Satan's temptations. Instead of the happy labor 

heretofore appointed them, anxiety and toil were to be their lot. They would be subject to 

disappointment, grief, and pain, and finally to death .…” 

 

“The life of toil and care which was henceforth to be man's lot was appointed in love. It was a 

discipline rendered needful by his sin, to place a check upon the indulgence of appetite and 

passion, to develop habits of self-control. It was part of God's great plan for man's recovery from 

the ruin and degradation of sin.” Ellen White, Patriarchs and Prophets, page 59,60. 

 

Overcoming Satan's Lies 
 

Satan's rebellion is based on his claims that we need not, should not, or cannot obey God. He works 

hard to mix truth with error so that we will be attracted to his ideas and follow him. While he works 

differently with all of us, we could summarize some of his lies in the following statements: 

 

You need not obey God, for: 

 

 He is merciful and forgiving; live as you please, for there are no consequences of sin. 

 There is no God; everyone will die and go to the grave, so get what you can out of life; 

 Jesus obeyed perfectly and then died to pay the penalty for all sin; He fulfilled the law, so    

you are free to disregard it. 

 

You should not obey God, for: 

 

 You will miss out on so much pleasure if you do; 

 Sometimes obeying God leads to suffering and God would not want you to suffer; 

 Times have changed; the Bible is out-dated or old-fashioned. 

 

You cannot obey God, for: 

 

 Everyone has a sinful nature that automatically sins; you can't help but sin; 

 Nobody is perfect and you never will be: so don't even try; 

 You live in a sinful world with many pressures, temptations, and problems: just do your best. 

 

Revelation 12 makes it clear that Satan has been defeated. Even though he is filled with anger and 

rage, we don't need to be intimidated by him. Verse 11 tells us that God's true followers overcome him: 

 

 By the blood of the Lamb and  

 By the word of their testimony, and  

 They did not love their lives to the death. 
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Overcoming Satan By The Blood Of The Lamb 
 

Satan says we need not obey God. The people of God recognize that "the wages of sin is death, but 

the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." Romans 6:23. So they cling to the blood of 

the Lamb as their only hope for life - now and forever.  

 

Jesus is described as "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!" John 1:29. He is also 

referred to as "the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world!" Revelation 13:8. Because of what Jesus 

has done, we can receive forgiveness and have the gift of eternal life. 

 

 

"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in 

us. My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we 

have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation 

for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world." 1 John 1:9-2:2. 

 

"And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who 

has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.  These things I have 

written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have 

eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God." 1 John 5:11-13. 

 

To say that we don't need to obey God is to say it is all right to go on sinning. When we say that, we 

are either denying that we need a Savior or rejecting Him out of a desire to cling on to sin.  John 3:16-21 

says: 

 

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved....  

 

"And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness 

rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and 

does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does the truth comes to 

the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God." 

 

Overcoming Satan By Sharing Our Testimony 
 

Satan claims that we should not obey God, for if we do we will miss out on something valuable. Jesus 

promises abundant life, claiming that Satan's way leads only to destruction. The living testimony of 

Christians helps everyone understand who is right. 

 

"The thief [Satan] does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they 

may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly." John 10:10. 

 

"You are the light of the world.... Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works and glorify your Father in heaven." Matthew 5:14-16. 

 

The Holy Spirit brings the very things people desire to have: "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such 

there is no law." Galatians 5:22,23. 
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"Share What The Lord Has Done For You" 
 

There is a story in the life of Jesus that reveals the importance of sharing our testimony for God. 

Satan came to destroy; Jesus came to heal; and the testimony of the man who was healed prepared a 

whole area to listen to what Jesus had to say. 

 

"And when He had come out of the boat, immediately there met Him out of the tombs a man with 

an unclean spirit, who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no one could bind him, not even 

with chains, because he had often been bound with shackles and chains. And the chains had been 

pulled apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither could anyone tame him. And 

always, night and day, he was in the mountains and in the tombs, crying out and cutting himself 

with stones.  

 

"When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshipped Him. And he cried out with a loud voice 

and said, 'What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God 

that You do not torment me.' For He said to him, 'Come out of the man, unclean spirit!' Then He 

asked him, 'What is your name?' And he answered, saying, "My name is Legion; for we are 

many.' Also he begged Him earnestly that He would not send them out of the country. 

 

"Now a large herd of swine was feeding there near the mountains. So all the demons begged Him, 

saying, 'Send us to the swine, that we may enter them.' And at once Jesus gave them permission. 

Then the unclean spirits went out and entered the swine (there were about two thousand); and the 

herd ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and drowned in the sea. So those who fed the 

swine fled, and they told it in the city and in the country. And they went out to see what it was 

that had happened.  

 

"Then they came to Jesus, and saw the one who had been demon-possessed and had the legion, 

sitting and clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. And those who saw it told them 

how it happened to him who had been demon-possessed, and about the swine. Then they began to 

plead with Him to depart from their region. And when He got into the boat, he who had been 

demon-possessed begged Him that he might be with Him.  

 

"However, Jesus did not permit him, but said to him, 'Go home to your friends, and tell them 

what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had compassion on you.' And he 

departed and began to proclaim in Decapolis all that Jesus had done for him; and all marveled." 

Mark 5:1-20. 

 

Satan intimidated all the people by destroying the herd of swine and making everyone think that Jesus 

was responsible. They weren't sure what else Jesus might do, so they were afraid to have him around.  

Satan was overcome, however, by the testimony of the man who had been healed. After listening to him 

and observing his actions, the people realized that Jesus brought health and healing and that it was Satan 

who brought sickness and destruction. When Jesus returned to the "region of Decapolis," a large crowd 

spent three days with Him. They were anxious to hear Him because of the testimony of the man who had 

been healed. After three days, Jesus said to His disciples,  

 

"I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now continued with Me three days and 

have nothing to eat. And if I send them away hungry to their own houses, they will faint on the 

way; for some of them have come from afar." Then Jesus took seven barley loaves and a few fish 

and fed four thousand people. For the whole story see Mark 7:31- 8:9. 

 

When Christians bear witness of God's love and salvation in their lives, they are a living testimony of 

the power of the gospel. On the other hand, when Christians remain as spiritual infants, they turn many 

people away from God. They profess to follow Him, but bear no fruit for His glory.  
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Overcoming Satan By Being Willing To Die If Necessary 
 

Satan claims that it is impossible to obey God, for our sinful natures automatically sin. However, 

God's mature followers reveal that they would rather die than hurt God or one of His children. The Bible 

is clear that the gospel not only includes forgiveness, but also power to transform a person's life. In other 

words, we don't have to remain as slaves to sin and Satan. We are free to grow into maturity and reflect 

God's character in our lives.  

 

"Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the 

presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to God our Savior, who alone is wise, be glory and 

majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever. Amen." Jude 24, 25. 

 

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 

good and acceptable and perfect will of God." Romans 12:1,2. 

 

"There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk 

according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 

has made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do in that it was weak 

through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of 

sin:  

 

"He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in 

us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live 

according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to 

the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded 

is life and peace." Romans 8:1-6. 

 

When we experience God's perfect love and security, we are able to look beyond our own needs and 

serve God and others. A wonderful illustration of this comes from the life of Jesus the night before He 

died on the cross. Notice how John set the stage in John 13:1-15, by describing what Jesus knew: 

 

"Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should 

depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved 

them to the end.... Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that 

He had come from God and was going to God, rose from supper and laid aside His garments, 

took a towel and girded Himself. 

 

After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them 

with the towel with which He was girded.... So when He had washed their feet, taken His 

garments, and sat down again, He said to them,” 

 

“‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so 

I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 

another's feet. For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.'"  

 

Jesus gave us an example of service and He was able to serve because He knew where He had come 

from and where He was going. Having experienced His Father's love and security, He was able to love 

the family of God unto the end -- even to the point of death.  
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He hated sin, but He loved the sinner. He hated sin because it brought pain, suffering and death to 

those He loved. God wants us to have the same spirit as Jesus. It is important to notice that God takes 

upon Himself the responsibility to transform our lives. Our part is to keep our hearts and minds centered 

on Jesus and His love and truth. 

 

"Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, 

and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is 

faithful, who also will do it." 1 Thessalonians 5:23,24. 

 

"Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not 

consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 

bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He 

humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross." 

Philippians 2:5-10. 

 

Notice how Paul says, "Let this mind be in you..." In other words, this is what the Holy Spirit will 

produce within us if we give Him permission to work within us. When we say yes, He will lead us to: 

 

 Hate sin as much as God hates it, and  

 Love others as Jesus has loved us. 

 

Why Is There So Much Evil?  
 

As the first parents of the human race, Adam and Eve chose to eat from the tree called "the 

knowledge of good and evil." God honored their choice, for He values the freedom of all His children. 

Even though it made Him very sad to see His children suffer, He could never force them to obey.  

 

Instead, He revealed a plan of salvation that would give every person another opportunity to be 

delivered from sin and develop a trusting relationship with God where we serve Him and obey Him out of 

loving appreciation for all He has done.  

 

On the other hand, Satan works hard to convince the world that we need not, should not, or cannot 

obey God. Evil and its painful consequences are everywhere as people seek to satisfy their own selfish 

desires. The amazing thing is, Satan has been able to convince many people that God is the One 

responsible for all the suffering, pain and death. His hatred toward God leads him to do everything he can 

to misrepresent God and destroy people on earth.  

 

"Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having 

great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time... And the dragon was enraged with the 

woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of 

God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." Revelation 12:12,17. 

 

Notice who Satan is especially angry with: mature Christians who choose to obey God, for they prove 

that he is wrong when he claims that we need not, should not, or cannot obey God.  

 

They overcome him, "by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not 

love their lives to the death." Revelation 12:11. 

 

Satan is enraged with those who choose to follow God, therefore he has declared war against them. 

The final battle in this war between good and evil is referred to as the Battle of Armageddon.  

 

Our next study will focus on this battle and help us understand what is involved. 
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Armageddon: Everyone Is Involved 
 

Read Revelation 12 - 16 

 

All Scripture is quoted from the New King James Version 

And is used by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers 

 

 

 

War Began In Heaven 

 

From our last study we learned that the war between good and evil began in heaven. Satan tried to 

take God's place when he allowed jealousy and pride to reign in his own life. Many angels followed him 

and as a result, war broke out in heaven and they were all cast out. The human race joined the rebellion 

when Adam and Eve chose to disobey God.  

 

In essence, Satan's rebellion is based on his claim that we need not, should not, and cannot obey God. 

So when Christians grow up into maturity and obey God, they prove he is wrong. Therefore Satan hates 

them and declares war against them. 

 

"And the dragon [Satan] was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of 

her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." 

Revelation 12:17. 

 

Revelation 13 - 16 focuses on the final battle of this war and refers to it as "Armageddon." In the 

whole Bible, the word Armageddon is mentioned only in Revelation 16:16. God is on one side and the 

dragon, beast and false prophet are on the other. This study guide will provide an overview of the issues 

involved in the final battle between good and evil. 

 

“And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the 

mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are spirits of demons, 

performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to 

the battle of that great day of God Almighty.”  

 

“ ‘Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he 

walk naked and they see his shame.’ And they gathered them together to the place called in 

Hebrew, Armageddon." Revelation 16:13-16. 

 

In order to understand this battle, we need to know who the dragon, the beast and the false prophet 

are. In Revelation 12:9 we are told the dragon is "the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world."  In 

Revelation 13 we are introduced to the beast and the false prophet. 

 

The Beast Is Introduced In Revelation 13:1-11 
 

Satan Gives Him His Power And Authority – “I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having 

seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name. 

Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, ... a bear, and ... a lion. The dragon gave him his 

power, his throne, and great authority.” 

 

The Beast Is Worshiped – “And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and 

his deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the beast. So they 

worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, 

‘Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?’”  
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God Is Blasphemed – “And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he 

was given authority to continue for 42 months. Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against 

God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven.”  

 

The World Is Divided – “It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome 

them. And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation. All who dwell on the 

earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain 

from the foundation of the world. If anyone has an ear, let him hear. He who leads into captivity 

shall go into captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the 

patience and the faith of the saints.” Revelation 13:1-10. 

 

John sees a beast that has seven heads and ten horns and combines the characteristics of all four 

animals in Daniel 7: a lion, a bear, a leopard and a dragon-like creature. When they are added together, 

the animals in Daniel 7 also have seven heads and ten horns. In both chapters the focus is upon a power 

that misrepresents God and persecutes His true followers. Another interesting parallel concerns the time 

periods referred to in both Daniel and Revelation: 

 

 The beast "was given authority to continue for 42 months." Revelation 13:5. 

 The woman fled into the wilderness for 1260 days. Revelation 12:6. 

 She was nourished in the wilderness for "a time and times and a half a time". Rev. 12:4. 

 The "little horn" persecuted the "saints" for "a time and times and a half a time." Dan. 7:25. 

 

In the Jewish calendar, a month always had 30 days, which means the 1260 days and the 42 months 

represent the same time period. And since the 1260 days are also referred to as a time, times and a half a 

time, we realize that Daniel 7 and Revelation 12 and 13 are related to each other. 

 

As we have mentioned before, in order to understand Revelation, we need to be familiar with the 

prophecies of Daniel. By using the same animals, the same time period, and a similar description of their 

activities, God helps us understand that the "little horn" of Daniel 7 and the "beast" of Revelation 13 

represent the same power.  

 

As we noticed in study guide #2, the "little horn" power of Daniel 7 represented the Christian Church 

of the Middle Ages. During this time period, the Christian Church was the major political power in 

Europe and she used her power to enforce her religious teachings. Even though Jesus had asked His 

followers to love and pray for their enemies, the church strayed so far from God's original plan that she 

persecuted and killed many people who disagreed with her. 

 

John wrote, "And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly 

wound was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the beast." Revelation 13:8. 

 

In 1798, during the French Revolution, the political power of the Roman Catholic Church was taken 

away when Napoleon's general took the pope captive. Even though more popes were elected, the political 

power of the church was broken. She received her "deadly wound." 

 

Revelation 13 builds upon the prophetic outline of Daniel 7. Here we see that the "deadly wound 

would be healed." In other words, the political power of this church would be restored before the end of 

time and the whole world would marvel and follow the beast. We are able to see this happening today. It 

is no secret that the political power of the Roman Catholic Church has grown to worldwide influence. The 

United States and other governments have even sent ambassadors to Vatican City, the 100 acres of land 

controlled by the Roman Catholic Church. Leading political officials also seek audiences with the Pope.  
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Daniel 7 Compared with Revelation 13 
 

Four Beasts Of Daniel 7 First Beast Of Revelation 13:1-8 

Lion, bear, leopard, and "terrible" beast Leopard, bear, lion, dragon 

Combined, they have 7 heads & 10 horns Has 7 heads and 10 horns 

Rises out of the sea Rises out of the sea 

The 10 horns were kingdoms after Rome The crowns are upon the ten horns 

The Little Horn spoke great words against God Blasphemes God's name & tabernacle 

Makes war against the saints Makes war against the saints 

Little Horn given authority 3 1/2 yrs (= 42 months) Given authority 42 months 

Dominion would be taken away Receives a deadly wound 

 Deadly wound healed 

 The world worships the beast & dragon 

 

The False Prophet Is Introduced in Revelation 13:11-17 
 

In the last half of Revelation 13, another power is described. It looks like a lamb, but speaks like a 

dragon. The lamb represents Jesus and the dragon represents Satan. So this power professes to be 

Christian, but in reality speaks for Satan. This is why it is referred to as the "false prophet" in Rev. 16.   

 

The False Prophet - "Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns 

like a lamb and spoke like a dragon. And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his 

presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly 

wound was healed. 

 

Deceives People - "He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven 

on the earth in the sight of men. And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs 

which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make 

an image to the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived. 

 

Tries To Force People To Worship - "He was granted power to give breath to the image of the 

beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the 

image of the beast to be killed.  

 

Enforces An Economic Boycott -"He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and 

slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, and that no one may buy or sell 

except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. Here is 

wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of 

a man: His number is 666." Revelation 13:11-18. 
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The Counterfeit Trinity 
 

The dragon, beast, and false prophet work together to gain the allegiance and worship of the world. 

They use deception, threats, and persecution to force the world to join them. Notice how their three-fold 

union counterfeits the three-fold union of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

 

The Trinity The Counterfeit Trinity 

The Father 

   Gave Jesus all power and authority.                 

   Matthew 28:18 

The Dragon -   

   Gave the first beast its authority.  

   Revelation 13:2 

Jesus 

1. Died and rose again 

2. Those who honor Jesus 

3. Sat with the Father on His throne. 

Hebrews 12:2 

The Beast 

1. Received deadly wound and was healed. 

Revelation 13:3            

2. Those who worship the beast worship the 

dragon also. Revelation 13:4 

3. Receives its throne from the dragon. 

Revelation 13:2 

The Holy Spirit 

1. Leads people into all truth. John 16:13 

2. Leads people to worship Jesus.         

John 16:14 

3. Brought "fire" from heaven at Pentecost. 

Acts 2:3. 

4. Creates a likeness or image of Jesus. 

Galatians 5:22,23; 2 Corinthians 3:18. 

5. Gives spiritual life to those who receive 

Him. John 1:9-13; 3:3-8                    

The False Prophet 

1. Leads people to believe a lie. Rev. 13:14 

2.  Leads people to worship the beast. 

Revelation 13:12. 

3. Causes "fire" to come down from heaven 

in the sight of men. Revelation 13:13. 

4. Creates a likeness or image of the first 

beast. Revelation 13:14. 

5. Gives life to the image of the beast. 

Revelation 13:15. 

 

Two Groups of Christians 
 

The lamb-like beast professes to be Christian. However, it also leads people to worship the first beast. 

After the Reformation took place in the 1500's, there were two branches of Christianity in the western 

world: Roman Catholic and Protestant. In Revelation 13, God reveals that these two branches will work 

together to try to lead everyone to follow their system of religion.  

 

It is important to recognize that within the Catholic and Protestant churches there are actually two 

kinds of people: genuine followers of Jesus who are living up to all the light the Holy Spirit has revealed 

to them and those who simply make an outward profession of faith. In all denominations and walks of 

life, there are those who look good on the outside, but are full of pride, selfishness and greed on the 

inside.  
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Paul referred to these kinds of people in 2 Timothy 3:1-5: 

 

"But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of 

themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 

unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, 

headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but 

denying its power. And from such people turn away!" 2 Tim. 3:1-5. 

 

In various ways Jesus spoke about the two groups within Christianity. It is crucial that we recognize 

the difference between genuine and false Christianity: 

 

You Shall Know Them By Their Fruit - "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's 

clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits.... Every 

good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit....  

 

"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does 

the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your 

name?' And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 

lawlessness!'  

 

Build Your Life On Jesus - "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I 

will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods 

came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the 

rock.  

 

"But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man 

who built his house on the sand: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and 

beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall." Matthew 7:15-27. 

 

Good And Evil Will Grow Together Till The End - "So the servants of the owner came and 

said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?' He said 

to them, 'An enemy has done this.' The servants said to him, 'Do you want us then to go and 

gather them up?'  

 

"But he said, 'No, lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat with them. 'Let 

both grow together until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, 'First 

gather together the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my 

barn."' Matthew 13:24-30. 

 

When Jesus Comes, He Will Separate Everyone Into Two Groups - "When the Son of Man 

comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 

All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a 

shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the 

goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on His right hand,  

 

"'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 

the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a 

stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I 

was in prison and you came to Me.... Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.'  
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"Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting 

fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was 

thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did 

not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.... Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as 

you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.' And these will go away into 

everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." Matthew 25:31-46. 

 

Those Who Love Evil Hate The Light - "And this is the condemnation, that the light has come 

into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For 

everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be 

exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that 

they have been done in God." John 3:19-20. 

 

Some Will Believe A Lie Because They Don't Love The Truth - "The coming of the lawless 

one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all 

unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, 

that they might be saved. And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they 

should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had 

pleasure in unrighteousness." 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12. 

 

Summary Of The Two Groups Within Christianity 
 

Genuine Mature Christians Christians in Name Only 

1. Receive the love of the truth 1. Believe the lies of Satan 

2. Follow all the light they are given 2. Hate the light because their deeds are evil 

3. Love God with all their heart, soul, strength 3. Love pleasure, money, and themselves 

4. Experience the transforming power of Jesus 4. Have a form of godliness, but deny its power 

5. Are motivated by the love of God 5. Are motivated by fear or reward 

6. Desire to glorify God  6. Desire to glorify themselves 

7. Produce Righteous fruit - Galatians 5 7. Produce the fruit of selfishness - Galatians 5 

8. Keep God's commandments - Revelation 14. 8. Keep man's commandments - Revation 13. 

 

Within each of these groups there will be a sense of unity. However, the basis of the unity in each 

group will be different. Those who only make an outward profession of Christianity will base their unity 

on human wisdom and strength. They will follow man-made laws and traditions. 

 

Those who follow God will be united in their commitment "to keep the commandments of God and 

have the testimony of Jesus Christ." Revelation 12:17. In other words, their unity will be based on 

obeying the truth in the Bible and accepting Jesus as their Savior and Lord. 

 

Whether we are Protestant, Catholic, or neither, it is crucial that we honestly seek to study the Bible 

for ourselves.  We need not fear being deceived when we seek God with an honest and open mind, for 

Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit will lead us step by step into all truth. John 16:13.  

 

When Jesus referred to Himself as the Shepherd, He emphasized that His sheep would recognize His 

voice and follow Him. In other words, He would communicate to them in ways they could understand so 

they could follow Him.  
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Jesus also emphasizes that from His perspective, there is really only one "flock" of sheep that belongs 

to Him: those who hear His voice and follow Him.  

 

"I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. As the Father knows 

Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. And other sheep I have 

which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be 

one flock and one shepherd.... My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 

And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of 

My hand." John 10:14-28. 

 

The Reformation Tended To Stall 
 

The cry of the Protestant reformation was, "The Bible and the Bible only is our rule for faith and 

practice!" As Christians studied the Bible for themselves, God gradually revealed more and more truths 

that had been lost or neglected. Each generation was able to build on what others had learned.  However, 

not everyone continued to grow. 

 

 

A significant insight can be gained by reading a farewell speech Pastor Robinson gave when the 

Pilgrims were ready to sail to America in the Mayflower in 1620. They were willing to endure great 

hardship and risk their lives that they might worship God according to their conscience. Pastor Robinson 

encouraged them to be open to more truth when they reached the New World, for God would continue to 

give more light. 

 

"Brethren, we are now erelong to part asunder, and the Lord knoweth whether I shall live ever to 

see your faces more.... I charge you before God... to follow me no farther than I have followed 

Christ. If God should reveal anything to you by any other instrument of His, be as ready to 

receive it as ever you were to receive any truth of my ministry; for I am very confident the Lord 

hath more truth and light yet to break forth out of His holy word. 

 

"For my part, I cannot sufficiently bewail the condition of the reformed churches, who are come 

to a period in religion, and will go at present no farther than the instruments of their reformation. 

The Lutherans cannot be drawn to go beyond what Luther saw; ... and the Calvinists, you see, 

stick fast where they were left by that great man of God, who yet saw not all things.  

 

"This is a misery much to be lamented; for though they were burning and shining lights in their 

time, yet they penetrated not into the whole counsel of God, but were they now living, would be 

as willing to embrace further light as that which they first received." The Great Controversy, 

pages 291, 292. 

 

Today, it is unfortunate that many who profess to follow Jesus do not study the Bible for themselves. 

Right and wrong is often based on circumstances and human reasoning, rather than on God's Word. In 

fact, many have come to think it doesn't matter what you believe, just as long as you believe in 

something. However, Paul warned that when we don't "receive the love of the truth", we will be allowed 

to believe the lies of Satan and as a result, we will perish in the end. 
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The Goal Of The Lamb-Like Beast 

 

As we noted earlier, the lamb-like beast professes to be Christian. We are also told that this power 

represents those who work miracles that will deceive the world into thinking that God is on their side. 

They will even make fire come down out of heaven. These miracles will convince many to: 

 

 “Worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.” Revelation 14:12 

 “Make an image to the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived.” Revelation 13:14 

 

An image is a likeness to something. The first beast used political power to try to enforce its religious 

system and beliefs on others. The lamb-like power creates an "image to the beast" by convincing people 

to do it again.  

 

Laws will be enacted to force people to worship and obey the counterfeit system of religion. Those 

who refuse to obey will be threatened with an economic boycott, for they will not be able to buy or sell 

anything. They will even be threatened with death.  

It seems unbelievable that this could happen in our modern world. However, when there is a major 

crisis on earth, people are willing to accept even extreme laws if it seems it will help our national and 

world security. The Bible lets us know that there will indeed be a major crisis at the very end of time.  

 

“And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, even to that 

time. And at that time your people shall be delivered, every one who is found written in the book.  

And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, some 

to shame and everlasting contempt.” Daniel 12:1,2 

 

While Revelation makes it clear that the majority will go along with Satan's counterfeit system, we 

know that there will be those who choose to follow God regardless of the consequences. These people are 

referred to in Revelation 14:12. "Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the 

commandments of God and the faith of Jesus." 

 

The Battle Of Armageddon  
 

With this background we are able to understand what the battle of Armageddon is all about. The 

dragon, the beast and the false prophet are religious powers that have declared war against God's people. 

Through miracles, they persuade the "kings of the earth" to make laws to force the world to follow their 

system of religion. Those who refuse to accept their system are threatened with death and are not able to 

buy or sell. 

 

John writes that the word "Armageddon" is from Hebrew. Using Strong's Concordance, it is quite 

simple to understand its meaning, for every English word is given a number that corresponds with the 

Hebrew and Greek dictionary in the back of the book.  

 

When we look up Armageddon, we discover it comes from two Hebrew words: "Har", meaning 

mountain or range of mountains; and "Meggido", referring to a place or valley in Palestine. In other 

words, Armageddon simply means, "The mountain of Megiddo." 

 

While there is no mountain called, Mount Megiddo, there is a mountain range overlooking the valley 

of Megiddo. The most prominent mountain in that range is called Mount Carmel. A person who is very 

familiar with the valley of Megiddo would certainly think of Carmel if he heard the phrase, mountain of 

Megiddo.  
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We could illustrate it this way. If a person referred to the mountains of Colorado, most people would 

realize the "Rocky Mountains" are being talked about. Also, if a person mentioned the mountain of 

Seattle, local residents would understand that Mount Rainer is being referred to. 

 

In the same way, the main mountain of the Megiddo Valley is Mount Carmel. In the Old Testament, a 

major spiritual battle took place on that mountain. By using the Hebrew word Armageddon, God is saying 

that the issues in the end of time are illustrated by the "battle" that took place on Mount Carmel. 

 

Elijah Versus The Prophets Of Baal On Mount Carmel 
 

About 900 B.C., Ahab became king of Israel and chose Jezebel as his wife. She led Israel away from 

God and tried to kill all of God's prophets. She also hired hundreds of Baal and Asherah prophets to lead 

out in the worship of these gods. The prophet Elijah spoke to the king: “As the Lord God of Israel lives, 

before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word.” 1 Kings 17:1.  

 

After 3 1/2 years of no rain, Elijah asked Ahab to meet him on Mount Carmel with all of the prophets 

of Baal and Asherah. Many people came to witness this great showdown. Elijah proposed a test: two 

altars would be built, one for Baal, and one for the Lord; and the God who answered by fire would be the 

true God.  

 

Elijah asked the people, “How long will you falter between two opinions? If the Lord is God, 

follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” 1 Kings 18:21.  

 

All day long the Baal prophets tried to get their god to send fire from heaven. They cut themselves, 

they screamed and yelled, but nothing happened. Then it was Elijah's turn. He prayed a simple prayer:  

 

"'Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that You are God in Israel and 

I am Your servant, and that I have done all these things at Your word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, 

that this people may know that You are the Lord God, and that You have turned their hearts back 

to You again.'  

 

"Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and 

the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench. Now when all the people saw it, they 

fell on their faces; and they said, 'The Lord, He is God! The Lord, He is God!'" 1 Kings 18:36-39.  

 

Satan's Last Stand 
 

The crisis on Mount Carmel illustrates the issues in the battle of Armageddon at the very end of time. 

In Revelation 13 and 14 the issue is over whom we will obey and worship. In essence, there will only be 

two choices. We are told that each person will receive either the mark of the beast or the seal of God. (We 

will look at this issue in study guide #13.) 

 

Those who choose to follow God and honestly seek His truth will understand how to resist the mark 

of the beast. But it is crucial that we base our faith on the Bible rather than on supernatural miracles or 

signs. For Satan and His followers will do their best to deceive the world.  

 

Like Elijah, the Lamb-like beast "performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down from 

heaven on the earth in the sight of men. And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs 

which he was granted to do." Revelation 13:13. 

 

As a result of the miracles and signs, people will be convinced that those "who keep the 

commandments of God" are on the side of the enemy. The world will then feel justified in threatening 

God's followers with an economic boycott. They will even feel it is right to kill them.  
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This is very similar to what happened to Jesus. When the Jewish leaders were trying to figure out 

what to do with Jesus, they rationalized that it was better to destroy Jesus in order to save their nation.  

These religious leaders were supposed to be God's friends, but they had resisted God for so long that they 

came to hate their loving and forgiving Savior.  

 

“Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, ‘What shall we do? For this 

Man works many signs. If we let Him alone like this, everyone will believe in Him, and the Romans 

will come and take away both our place and nation.’” 

  

“And one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said to them, ‘You know nothing at all, nor 

do you consider that it is expedient for us that one man should die for the people, and not that the 

whole nation should perish.’”. John 11:47-50. 

 

After deciding that Jesus should die, they sent Him to Pilate, asking him to crucify Jesus. However, 

Pilate could find no fault with Him.  

 

“Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, ‘If you let this Man go, you are not 

Caesar's friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar…. Away with Him, away with 

Him! Crucify Him!’  

 

“Pilate said to them, ‘Shall I crucify your King?’  

 

“The chief priests answered, ‘We have no king but Caesar!’ John 19:12,15. 

 

Motivated By Fear or Faith 
 

When Satan puts the pressure on, the true followers of God will be revealed. Those who are 

motivated by fear or reward will find it very easy to give in to the pressure and threats of Satan and his 

followers. Those who are motivated by faith in God's love and promises will be willing to die for Jesus, 

rather than disobey Him. Remember what John wrote in Rev. 12:11: 

 

"They overcame him: 

 

 By the blood of the Lamb and  

 By the word of their testimony, and  

 They did not love their lives to the death." 

.  

In this final conflict, God's genuine followers will reveal that they would rather die than hurt God or 

others. The universe is invited to observe their patience, faith, and obedience:  

 

"Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the 

faith of Jesus." Revelation 14:12. 

 

While those who follow Satan will seem to have security, their security will last only a short time. 

When all have chosen whom they will follow, God will send the seven last plagues upon those who have 

received the mark of the beast. These plagues are referred to as the wrath of God. "In them the wrath of 

God is complete." Revelation 14:10 and 15:1.  

 

Consistent with the way His wrath works, God will give the world up to suffer the consequences of 

their rebellious choices. When we study about the plagues, we will notice how each one relates to the 

choices the world has made.  
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Jesus Rejected Political Power For The Church  
 

Jesus never intended for His church to rule or govern this world with political power. He knew that 

man's greatest problem was sin and selfishness, something that swords and guns could never change. Men 

and women needed to be changed from the inside, through love, forgiveness, and the indwelling Holy 

Spirit. Jesus came to heal people, not to force outward conformity. When He was asked why He ate and 

drank with "sinners," He responded:  

 

"Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to call 

the righteous, but sinners, to repentance." Luke 5:31,32.   

 

"The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost." Luke 19:10. 

 

Jesus could easily have set up a political government on this earth. His followers wanted Him to do so 

after He miraculously fed 5000 people. They thought He would be the perfect ruler, for they could 

conquer the world with His ability to heal people, raise the dead, and multiply food. They tried to force 

Him to be king, but Jesus sent all the people away. See Mark 6:34-46; John 6:15.  

 

When soldiers arrested Jesus, Peter took out his sword to fight, but Jesus rebuked him: "Put  

your sword in its place, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Or do you think that I 

cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me with more than twelve legions of 

angels?" Matthew 26:52,53.  

 

Jesus also said to Pilate, "'My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, 

My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is 

not from here.' Pilate therefore said to Him, 'Are You a king then?'  

 

"Jesus answered, 'You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I 

have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth 

hears My voice.'" John 18:36,37. 

 

Purpose Of Government 
 

While Jesus said His kingdom was not of this world, there is still a need for earthly governments. If 

everyone followed the law of love, most rules would be unnecessary, for no one would do anything to 

harm a neighbor. But since the human race is naturally selfish, we need laws for protection.  

 

Each state and country is responsible for making laws that regulate how people act and treat each 

other. It is, therefore, important and proper for Christians to be concerned and involved in the governing 

process to uphold good standards. Notice what Paul wrote about the value of government:  

 

"Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 

and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists 

the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers are not 

a terror to good works, but to evil." Romans 13:1-3.  

 

However, when governments begin regulating how a person worships and relates to God, they have 

gone too far. God doesn't want people to be forced to worship Him, for that is not genuine. He wants 

people to worship Him out of love rather than out of fear or reward.  

 

When human beings try to regulate how others worship, their rules often contradict what the Bible 

says. When this happens, we must follow the example of Peter when he said, "We ought to obey God 

rather than men." Acts 5:29. In our next study we will learn how we can stay on God's side. 
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Clinton Meharry 

Remaining On God's Side 

 

Read Revelation 14 

 
All Scripture is quoted from the New King James Version 

And is used by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers 

 

 Review Of Armageddon 

 

“Armageddon” is the last battle in the long standing war between good and evil. The dragon, beast, 

and false prophet gain the support of the "kings of the earth" to fight against God and His followers. 

Revelation 16:13-16. 

 

In Revelation 12:9, we are told the dragon represents Satan. The beast is described in chapter 13 and 

is very similar to the “little horn” in Daniel 7. The “little horn” represented the power of the Christian 

church during the middle ages. Revelation 13 adds the detail that its political power would be revived and 

“the world” would accept its authority and leadership again.  

 

In the last half of chapter 13, the false prophet is introduced. It looks like a lamb and speaks like a 

dragon. In other words, it professes to be Christian, but in reality it works for Satan. Since the 

Reformation in the 1500's, there have been two branches of Christianity in the Western World: Roman 

Catholic and Protestant. Revelation 13 refers to both branches, the beast representing the former and the 

false prophet the latter.  

 

In the final battle between good and evil, both of them join together to fight against those who choose 

to worship and obey God. Catholics, Protestants, and others who want to be on God's side will "keep the 

commandments of God and the faith of Jesus." Revelation 14:12. Catholics, Protestants, and others who 

neglect or reject God and the Bible will follow Satan's deceptions.  

 

Those who follow God will be considered law-breakers by those in authority on earth. Pressure will 

be put on them to conform to human laws, even though the laws contradict the Bible. They will not be 

able to buy or sell and will even be threatened with death. This final battle is referred to as Armageddon, 

for the confrontation on Mount Carmel, which is the “mountain of Megiddo,” illustrates the final battle 

between good and evil. Elijah told the people: 

 

“How long will you falter between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, 

follow him.... The God who answers by fire, He is God.” 1 Kings 18:21-24.  

 

In the final conflict, the issue is over who is worthy of worship and obedience, God or Satan. 

Satan will try to deceive the world into thinking he is the one to worship and obey. Through the false 

prophet, He will even make “fire come down from heaven”, as God did for Elijah. Revelation 13:13.  

 

It is important to remember that miracles do not prove that a person is working for God. They simply 

reveal that a supernatural power is at work. To determine if a miracle is from God or Satan, we must 

evaluate the fruit of the life, listen to the words that are spoken and see if they are in harmony with the 

Bible. 

 

Instead of pointing to miracles, God points to people who are following the truth revealed in the Bible 

as those who are His. His followers are described as those “who keep the commandments of God and 

have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Revelation 12:17. They choose to obey what God has already 

commanded and hold on to the truth spoken by Jesus. 
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Three Messages From God 
 

In response to Satan's threats and deceptions, God sends three messages to the world. The first 

message is identified as the everlasting gospel. The word gospel simply means good news. God wants 

everyone to hear it, for it is sent "to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people." The second and third 

messages then warn everyone about the consequences of resisting the first one. In this study guide, we 

will focus on the first message, but it will be helpful to gain an overview of all three. 

 

1. The Everlasting Gospel - "Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the 

everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth; to every nation, tribe, tongue, and 

people; saying with a loud voice,  

 

A. 'Fear God and 

B. Give glory to Him,  

C. For the hour of His judgment has come; and  

D. Worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.' 

 

2. Babylon Is Fallen  - "And another angel followed, saying, 'Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that 

great city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.'"  

 

3. The Wrath Of God - "Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, 'If anyone 

worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, he 

himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the 

cup of His indignation. 

 

"He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the 

presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no 

rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his 

name. 

 

“Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the 

faith of Jesus.” Revelation 14:6-12 

 

As a result of their faith in Jesus, God’s true followers have come to experience security, belonging 

and value in life. Therefore they are able to look beyond their own needs and focus on bringing glory to 

God through loving obedience to Him. 

 

The First Angels' Message – Fear God 
 

In this sinful world, we all begin life motivated by fear and reward. Fear of death, pain, rejection, 

loneliness, failure, and meaningless living usually motivate us to act so that we can overcome these fears. 

Rewards are simply a positive way of describing the same kind of motivation.  
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Society uses the motivations of fear and reward to correct or inspire people. 

 

 Criminals are sentenced to prison or death to protect society and to prevent further crime. 

 Parents train and discipline their children to help them learn what is right and wrong. 

 Businesses evaluate the performance of their employees and reward those who do well. 

 Peer pressure leads many people to conform to group practices to gain acceptance. 

 

Fear and reward are the basic motivates in all of these situations. In a world of selfishness, it has its 

proper place to keep evil in check. However, fear motivation can also be used improperly.  

 

 Armies have tortured people to learn information. 

 Parents have at times abused their children, hurting them rather then training them. 

 Adults have used manipulation to try to get what they want from others. 

 Catholics, Protestants and other religions have killed those who disagree with them. 

 

When children are young, parents use fear of punishment and hope of reward to help their kids learn 

right behavior. It is the hope of every parent that one day the children will show kindness and respect, 

motivated by loving appreciation for what they have received. God understands this process and works in 

a similar way, speaking to people in a language they can understand.  

 

“Fear God.... If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead 

or on his hand, he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out 

full strength into the cup of His indignation.” Revelation 14:7,9,10. 

 

God wants everyone to understand the full picture. Those who obey God will experience the wrath of 

man. Those who obey man will experience the wrath of God. While the wrath of man will be painful, the 

wrath of God will be excruciating, for people will not only suffer physically, but they will also experience 

hopelessness and despair. 

 

Remember the wrath of God is different than the wrath of man. God does not torture or punish people 

out of revenge or a desire to manipulate. He simply allows people to suffer the consequences of their 

choices. (See study Guide 7.) When God warns people of the consequences, He simply wants them to be 

aware of the truth. Those who reject God and follow Satan's counterfeit system will experience the seven 

last plagues, "for in them the wrath of God is complete." Revelation 15:1. (We will study the seven last 

plagues in study guide 14.) 

 

When people are motivated by fear, the important question is, "Who or what will we fear the most?" 

Jesus gave an answer: "Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him 

who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell." Matthew 10:28. In other words, we are to view life 

through the perspective of eternity.  

 

Through Jesus we have eternal life. No human can take that away from us, no matter what they say or 

do. So do not fear those who can take life away temporarily. Rather fear the One who can “destroy both 

soul and body in hell.” 

 

God created and redeemed us. Without His presence, there is no life. If we fear anything, Jesus says, 

we need to fear God. Since He is Creator of life, He is the One we need to take seriously. Those who 

persistently resist and reject Him will perish in the end, for God honors the choices of people on earth.  
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He will never force a person to live with Him forever. He will "destroy both soul and body in hell," 

when He cleanses the earth of all the sin. The fire is there to destroy sin. Those who insist on clinging 

onto the sin will be destroyed with it. (We will study this more when we get to Rev. 20.) 

 

Solomon wrote, "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." Proverbs 9:10. In other words, the 

beginning of wisdom is to recognize that God is the source of life and knowledge and the ultimate Judge. 

He is God, and there is no other!  

 

God spoke this plainly in the first commandment: "You shall have no other gods before Me." Exodus 

20:3. When we recognize this truth, we are able to listen to what He has to say about life and learn about 

the gift of love, forgiveness, and salvation that He wants to give to everyone.  

 

Motivated By Love 
 

Even though everyone begins with fear, Jesus wants us to know that we don't need to continue in fear. 

Immediately after Jesus told us to “fear God rather than man,” He said: 

 

“Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from 

your Father's will. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you 

are of more value than many sparrows.” Matthew 10:29-31. 

 

When we know God loves us, has redeemed us and considers us very valuable, our motivation will 

change from fear to love. For instead of trying to earn God's favor, we will be free to serve Him out of 

loving appreciation for all He has done.  

 

"For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; 

and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who 

died for them and rose again." 2 Corinthians 5:14,15. 

 

"There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment.... We love 

Him because He first loved us." 1 John 4:18,19. 

 

When we experience God’s perfect love and know that He will be with us every step of the way, we 

won’t even need to be afraid of the trials on this earth.  

 

“If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him 

up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? Who shall separate us 

from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

peril, or sword?”  

 

“In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am persuaded 

that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things 

to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the 

love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:31-39.  
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The First Angels' Message – Give Glory To God 
 

When we have come to love God, our desire will be to bring glory to Him. Our focus in life will not 

be, “What can I get for myself?” Instead, we will ask, “How can my life bring honor to God?” Jesus gave 

the answer. 

 

“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for 

without Me you can do nothing...  If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask 

what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much 

fruit; so you will be My disciples.” John 15:5-8. 

 

The fruit Jesus is talking about is listed in Galatians 5:22,23. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no 

law.” When people see this fruit in our lives, they will glorify God, for He alone can produce it. 

 

“You are the light of the world.... Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works and glorify your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16. 

 

While overall we are truly blessed when we obey God, there are times when obedience will create 

more problems. Paul assured us that "all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution." 

2 Timothy 3:12. In the midst of such suffering, our lives are able to bring glory to God when we remain 

faithful to Him. 

 

“Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 

strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, 

that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. If you are reproached 

for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their 

part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified.... If anyone suffers as a Christian, let him 

not be ashamed, but let him glorify God.” 1 Peter 4:12-16. 

 

"Even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you are blessed. 'And do not be afraid of their 

threats, nor be troubled.' But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a 

defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 

having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good 

conduct in Christ may be ashamed. For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good 

than for doing evil." 1 Peter 3:14-17. 

 

Instead of being ashamed of the name Christian, we are to allow our lives to be a witness to the power 

of God. When our motive for obeying God is to bring glory to Him out of loving appreciation, then we 

will be able to remain firm to God, even in the midst of suffering. However, if our motives for obeying 

God are selfish, we can be sure we will yield to the pressure when Satan threatens people with pain and 

death.  

 

A Lifeless Image or A Living Example  
 

In the second commandment, God said, "You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any 

likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 

earth; you shall not bow down to them nor serve them." 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

117 

In the beginning, God created man in His own image. After Adam and Eve sinned, that image was 

marred by the selfishness that pervaded the human race. Without direct contact with God, people began to 

conjure up their own ideas as to what God was like. They also began to make idols or images to represent 

their concept of God. God asked us not to make images to represent Him, for it is impossible for a lifeless 

image to reflect His character.  

 

Imagine a teenage son saying to his car, "You are just like my dad. He has two eyes, you have two 

headlamps. He has a heart, you have an engine. He needs oxygen, water, and fuel and so do you. Since 

you are so much alike, from now on I will consider you to be my dad. Besides, I can have a lot more fun 

with you, for you are so much faster."  

 

Or imagine a daughter seeing a beautifully dressed mannequin in a department store and saying, "You 

are so much more beautiful than my mother. You always look nice and you never say anything that I don't 

like to hear. And  when I get tired of how you look, I will just change your clothes and hairstyle. My 

girlfriends will love to see you. From now on, I will consider you to be my mother." 

 

Not only would it be foolish, it would be humiliating to the parents, for they are so much greater than 

the car or the mannequin. In the same way, God is so much greater than anything that we can create or 

imagine, it is an insult to Him when we substitute Him with someone or something else. Instead, we are 

to bring glory to Him by telling the truth about Him and representing Him correctly in our lives and 

actions. This can be done only when we day by day surrender our lives to Jesus as the Lord of our lives 

and let Him live in us and through us. In this way He will transform our lives. Then people will see our 

good works and glorify our Father in heaven. 

 

Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, 

I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” Revelation 3:20. 

 

Paul wrote, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

Himself for me.” Galatians  2:20. 

 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also 

love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” John 13:34,35. 

 

First Angels' Message–The Hour Of His Judgment Has Come 
 

There is a sense of urgency to this message. The hour of His judgment has come. It does not say will 

come. It is in the present tense. Therefore, this message could only be given after the judgment began in 

1844. (See study guide 2 and 4 concerning Daniel 7,8 and 9.)  

 

We are now living in “the time of the end.” There is an urgency calling us to watch and pray lest we 

enter into temptation. It calls us to grow up into spiritual maturity that we might glorify God in all that we 

say and do. 

 

In the judgment, God reveals who truly belongs to Him. By evaluating the fruit that is borne in their 

lives, God will be able to show who has exercised genuine faith in Him and who has exercised faith in 

other philosophies and powers. Some people are Christian in name only. In the judgment, the truth is 

revealed. 
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“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous 

wolves. You will know them by their fruits...; every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 

bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.... Therefore 

by their fruits you will know them.” 

 

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does 

the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your 

name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 

lawlessness!’” Matthew 7:15-23. 

 

In the third commandment, God said that we should be very serious when we accept the name 

Christian: “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him 

guiltless who takes His name in vain.” Exodus 20:7. 

 

Some people profess to be Christians, but do not follow Jesus. They take His name in vain and 

misrepresent His truth and power. The announcement that the judgment is here is a call to wake up if 

necessary and surrender all to God, so that we will never hear the words, “I never knew you!”  

 

In lesson two we talked about the judgment and why it was necessary. We also asked the question, 

“How can we be saved by grace alone and be judged by our works?”  

 

The answer is simple: we are judged by our works, not to determine if we are good enough, but to 

determine if we have genuine faith in Jesus as our Savior and Lord. Genuine faith in Jesus will always 

produce the fruit of righteousness. While the fruit may be small at first, it is evidence there is a living 

connection with Jesus through the Holy Spirit. 

 

The First Angels' Message – Worship The Creator 
 

Ever since Satan rebelled in heaven, he has desired to take God's place and have others worship him. 

He even tried to manipulate Jesus to bow down to him. 

 

“Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to Him, ‘All these things I will give You if 

You will fall down and worship me.’ 

 

“Then Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord 

your God, and Him only you shall serve.’” Matthew 4:8-10.  

 

In Revelation 13, worship is mentioned five times. The dragon, beast, and image of the beast receive 

worship that is due only to God. The whole world will be divided into two sides: those who worship God 

and those who worship the counterfeit trinity. Through deceptive miracles, Satan will make it appear that 

he is the one worthy of worship. Jesus warned us of this: 

 

“If anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. For false christs 

and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the 

elect. See, I have told you beforehand.  

 

“Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the 

inner rooms!’ do not believe it. For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, 

so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.” Matthew 24:23-27. 
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Apparently, Satan's deceptions will include masterful impersonations of Jesus himself, and thereby 

deceiving as many as possible. At such a time, our faith must rest in the Bible alone, rather than in our 

feelings or senses. 

 

God's final message to the world includes, “Worship Him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea 

and the springs of water.” Revelation 14:7. As the Creator, He alone is worthy of worship. We owe 

everything to Him. Modern science tries to convince us that everything evolved by accident. However, 

the intricate design of all nature points to a wonderful Designer and powerful Creator. Paul wrote: 

 

“Since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--His eternal power and divine 

nature-- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are 

without excuse. For although they knew God, they neither glorified Him as God nor gave thanks 

to Him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.” Romans 1:20,21. 

 

God knew that it would be important for us to understand our roots and remember where we have 

come from. Therefore, when He created the world He blessed the seventh-day and made it holy. He then 

declared it to be a weekly reminder that He is our Creator. 

  

“Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. By the seventh day 

God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. 

And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of 

creating that he had done.” Genesis 2:1-3. 

 

When He gave the Ten Commandments, God again stressed the importance of the Sabbath:  

 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the 

seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it you shall do no work: ... For in six days the 

Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. 

Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.” Ex. 20:8-11. 

 

After sin, God added a second meaning to the Sabbath. Therefore the Sabbath became a weekly 

reminder of two things. Notice what Exodus 31:13 and 17 says concerning this: 

 

“Surely My Sabbaths you shall keep, for it is a sign between Me and you throughout your 

generations, that you may know that I am the Lord who sanctifies you.” 

 

“It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel forever; for in six days the Lord made the 

heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.” 

 

A sign is designed to tell us something. For example, after the worldwide flood, God placed the 

rainbow in the cloud as a “sign” that He would never again destroy the whole world with a flood. 

 

“I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant between Me and 

the earth. It shall be, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be seen in the 

cloud; and I will remember My covenant which is between Me and you and every living creature 

of all flesh; the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.”   Genesis 9:13-15. 

 

Therefore every time we see a rainbow, we are to remember something. We are to remember His 

promise to never destroy the whole world with another flood. In the same way, every week the Sabbath is 

to remind us of something. We are to remember that God is the One who created us and sanctifies us. 

Therefore when God calls us back to worshiping Him as the Creator, He is inviting us to remember the 

Sabbath as a sign of that truth.  
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Many sincere and honest Christians believe that we don't need to keep the Sabbath any more. They 

say that we are saved by grace and not by works. Therefore it is not necessary to keep the law. The 

question could easily be asked, “Aren't we denying the gospel if we say we have to keep the Sabbath in 

order to get to heaven? Isn't salvation a free gift?”  

 

The answer is Yes! When we misunderstand the gospel and the meaning of the Sabbath, then the 

Sabbath can be turned into a curse. For instead of reminding us of truth, the Sabbath would lead us into 

legalism. Legalism is the idea that we must perform in a certain way in order for God to accept us and 

allow us to go to heaven.  

 

Understood correctly, however, the Sabbath becomes a weekly reminder of the gospel and a tangible 

way to express our faith in God's gift of salvation. Therefore it is crucial that we understand the Sabbath 

in the light of the gospel. 

 

How The Sabbath Relates To The Gospel 
 

God said the Sabbath points to the truth that He is the One who “sanctifies” us. The word 

sanctify means to make holy. The question we need to ask ourselves is, “How does God make us 

holy?” When we evaluate the plan of salvation, we could say that God makes us holy in 3 ways: 

legally, spiritually, and physically.  

 

In Hebrews 10 Paul refers to both the legal and spiritual aspects of holiness. 

 

 “We have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 

Hebrews 10:10. 

 “For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.”         

Hebrews 10:14. 

 

1. Legally, God Has Made Everyone Holy Through The Perfect Life and Death of Jesus 

Through Jesus' death, the penalty for all sin was paid for, enabling God to be just when forgiving 

sin. And when Jesus lived a perfect life as the representative of the whole human race, God was 

able to accept His righteousness as theirs. Therefore, God is legally able to consider the whole 

human race holy and qualified for heaven. Those who choose to follow God are free to live with 

Him forever. (See 1 John 1:9; 2 Corinthians 5:14,19,21; Colossians 1:12-14). 

 

2. Spiritually, God is Making His Followers Holy Through The Indwelling Holy Spirit   

Those who choose to follow God are being saved from the power of sin. Through the Holy Spirit, 

the qualities of “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-

control” will be produced in the life of every genuine believer. (See Galatians 5:22,23.) 

 

3. Physically, God Will Make His Followers Holy At The Resurrection and The New Earth 

At the resurrection, God will give His followers brand new bodies that are healthy and whole. 

Their sinful natures will also be removed. When God creates a new heaven and a new earth, all 

the effects of evil will be destroyed. In this way God will make us holy physically and save us 

from the presence of sin. (See 1 Corinthians 15:51-54; Revelation 21:27; 22:11.) 

 

When it is rightly understood, the Sabbath reminds us regularly of the basic meaning of life: 

 

 Where have we come from? A loving and powerful Creator  

 Where are we going? To live forever with God, unless we persistently reject Him 

 Why are we here? To love others as Jesus has loved us. John 15:12. 
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Satan hates the Sabbath because it stands for the truth that he hates. That is why he does everything 

he can to lead people to misunderstand or reject the Sabbath. He knows that when the Sabbath is 

understood in the light of the gospel, his power will be broken. For people will be constantly reminded of 

the gospel truth and find peace, joy, and victory in God's love and salvation.  

 

Keeping the Sabbath holy does not make us more holy or acceptable to God, rather it is a tangible 

way to express our faith in His truth of creation and redemption. On the Sabbath, God calls us to rest from 

our daily chores of earning a living and maintaining the home. “Six days you shall labor and do all your 

work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it you shall do no work.” 

 

This gives us the time to worship God, to reflect on the meaning of life, and to freely serve others as 

we are able. As we rest from our secular activities to enjoy the holy day that God created, we are 

acknowledging our total dependence upon Him for life now and forever. 

 

God's people are identified as “those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.” 

Revelation 14:12. The key to winning in the “battle of Armageddon” is to be on the winning side. Since 

we know God is the one who wins, it is important to listen to His message and make choices to follow 

Him.  

 

Having focused on the first angel's message of Revelation 14, we have noticed how each phrase 

relates to the first four commandments. This chart provides a brief review. 

 

Commandment Rev. 14 The Basic Meaning 

1. "Have no other 

god's before Me" 

Fear God    Place God first in everything, even when others 

threaten or entice you. For the consequences of 

rejecting God are worse than anything else. 

2. "Do not make or 

bow down to any 

image" 

Give Glory  

To God 

   God is greater than anything we can create. He 

wants to live in people, not in images of wood or 

stone. Only in this way can our lives shine and 

bear the fruit that brings God glory.  

3. "Do not take 

God's name in 

vain." 

Judgment 

Hour 

   Some profess to be Christians, but do not follow 

Jesus. They take His name in vain. This is why 

the judgment is necessary. It reveals who truly 

belongs to God. 

4. "Remember the 

Sabbath day... for 

in 6 days the Lord 

made heaven and 

earth..." 

Worship the 

 Creator 

   God made the Sabbath, the seventh day, holy. It is 

a continual reminder that He is the Creator and 

the One who makes us holy. Worshipping God as 

the Creator includes keeping the Sabbath holy, as 

He has commanded. 

 

 

Satan hates those who keep God's commandments. So he has worked hard to create confusion and 

deception related to them. He is trying hard to convince people that we need not, should not or cannot 

obey God. If we agree with him, we are joining with him in rebelling against God. On the other hand, 

God's people are identified as those who keep His commandments out of loving appreciation for all He 

has done. Revelation 12:17; 14:12.  

 

In our next study we will focus on who Babylon is and why she has fallen. 
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Viewing The World 

From 

God's Perspective 

Chapter 11 

Revelation 14:8 
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Playing Church: 

Babylon Is Fallen 

 

Read Revelation 14:8 

 
All Scripture is quoted from the New King James Version 
And is used by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers 

 

 

Review Of The First Angel’s Message 

 

In Revelation 12 and 13, Satan, the beast, and false prophet declare war against those "who keep the 

commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." Revelation 12:17. They use deception 

and threats to gather people on their side. God uses truth and love. The beast and false prophet represent 

Catholics and Protestants who profess to follow Jesus, but refuse to follow the Bible. As we mentioned 

last time, Jesus warned that this would happen.  

 

However, the good news is that many Catholics, Protestants, and others choose to believe and obey 

God's Word. God is able to point to them and say, "Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who 

keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus." Revelation 14:12. In response to Satan's threats 

and lies, God gives three messages in chapter 14 to help those who want to understand truth and follow 

Him. The first message parallels the theme of the first four commandments. The second and third 

messages are warnings to those who neglect or resist the first one. 

 

 Fear God! Place God first in everything, even when others threaten or entice you. For the 

consequences of rejecting God are worse than anything else. While Satan threatens people with pain and 

death, we need to remember who is the giver and sustainer of life. Jesus said, "Fear God, rather than 

men." Matthew 10:28.  God is the ultimate authority in heaven and on earth, therefore He can say,  "Have 

no other gods before Me." Exodus 20:3. 

 

 Give Glory To Him! God is greater than anything we can create. Instead of living in images of wood 

or stone, He wants to dwell in the lives of His children. (See Exodus 20:4-6.) He invites us to worship and 

pray to Him directly, not to anyone or anything else. When we have a direct and personal relationship 

with God, our lives will bear fruit for His glory. Jesus said: 

 

"He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.... By this 

My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit."  John 15:5,8. 

 

"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven." Matthew 5:16.  

 

 The hour of His judgment has come! Some people profess to be Christians, but take God's name in 

vain. (See Exodus 20:7.) This is why the judgment is necessary. It reveals who truly belongs to God. 

Jesus said, "By their fruits you will know them." Matthew 7:20.  

 

In other words, those who honestly surrender their lives to Jesus will bear fruit that brings glory to 

God. While we are saved by grace through faith, we are judged by our works, for our works reveal who is 

in control of our lives. (Review Study Guide #2.) Since the judgment has already begun in heaven, we 

know that Jesus is coming soon! There is an urgency to choose to follow Jesus now and also work to help 

others come to know Him. 
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 Worship Him who made the heavens and earth, the sea and springs of water.  Since God created 

and redeemed us, we owe everything to Him. He alone is worthy of our worship. As a constant reminder 

that He is the Creator, God asks us to remember the Sabbath day. Note how Revelation 14:7 actually 

quotes directly from the 4th commandment in Exodus 20:8-11.   

 

"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the 

seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it you shall do no work:.... For in six days the 

Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. 

Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it." 

 

When we keep the Sabbath holy it is a continual reminder to us that God is our Creator and the One 

who makes us holy. Exodus 31:13,17. It is also a sign to God that we honor and worship Him as our Creator and 

Savior.  

 

The Second Angel's Message 

 

“And another angel followed, saying, ‘Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has 

made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.’” Revelation 14:8.  

 

Who is Babylon? Why has she fallen? Revelation 17 and 18 will help us answer these questions, for 

there Babylon is described in more detail. 

 

“‘Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, with whom 

the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk 

with the wine of her fornication.’” 

 

“So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet 

beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having 7 heads and 10 horns. The woman was 

arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her 

hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication. And on her forehead 

a name was written:” 

 

“MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE 

ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and 

with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus....”  

 

“The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and 

tongues....” Revelation 17:1-6,15 

 

“Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for 

every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird!.... Come out of her, my people, lest 

you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues. For her sins have reached to heaven, 

and God has remembered her iniquities.”  Revelation 18:2,4. 

 

Babylon is the name given to the woman riding the beast. She is described as a harlot because she 

committed fornication with the kings of the earth. She has fallen, for instead of trusting in God, she relies 

on human wisdom and strength. God invites everyone who is still in Babylon to come out of her so that 

they don't continue in sin and suffer the consequences. 
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Comparing Babylon With Israel 

 

As we have noticed in earlier lessons, the parallels between Israel and the church will help us 

understand Babylon. In the Old Testament, God referred to Israel as His bride and wife. He then 

described her as a harlot when she turned away from Him to worship other gods. 

  

When they were in trouble, instead of humbling themselves and trusting in God, they often sought 

help from surrounding nations and put their trust in political power, human wisdom, and false gods. 

Notice what God said through the prophet Jeremiah. 

 

"'My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, and 

hewn themselves cisterns; broken cisterns that can hold no water.... And now why take the road to 

Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor? Or why take the road to Assyria, to drink the waters of the 

River? Your own wickedness will correct you, and your backslidings will rebuke you. Know 

therefore and see that it is an evil and bitter thing that you have forsaken the Lord your God, and 

the fear of Me is not in you' says the Lord God of hosts." Jeremiah 2:13-19. 

 

"You shall be ashamed of Egypt as you were ashamed of Assyria. Indeed you will go forth from 

him with your hands on your head; for the Lord has rejected your trusted allies, and you will not 

prosper by them." Jeremiah 2:36,37. 

 

"If a man divorces his wife, and she goes from him and becomes another man's, may he return to 

her again?' Would not that land be greatly polluted? But you have played the harlot with many 

lovers; yet return to Me," says the Lord....  

 

"Have you seen what backsliding Israel has done? She has... played the harlot. And I said... 

'Return to Me.' But she did not return. And her treacherous sister Judah saw it. Then I saw that for 

all the causes for which backsliding Israel had committed adultery, I had put her away and given 

her a certificate of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but went and played the 

harlot also." Jeremiah 3:1,6-8. 

 

God had led Israel out of Egypt and made them a great nation. He wanted them to share the truth 

about His love, power, and salvation. Instead, they persistently rebelled against God and put their trust in 

political power, human wisdom and false gods. As a result, God had to discipline them in various ways. 

Fortunately there were some who learned from the discipline and placed their trust in God. They are 

referred to as a remnant, a portion of the whole group. 

 

"Unless the Lord of hosts had left to us a very small remnant, we would have become like 

Sodom, we would have been made like Gomorrah." Isaiah 1:9. 

 

"And it shall come to pass in that day that the remnant of Israel, and such as have escaped of the 

house of Jacob, will never again depend on him who defeated them, but will depend on the Lord, 

the Holy One of Israel, in truth. The remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the Mighty 

God.  For though your people, O Israel, be as the sand of the sea, a remnant of them will return." 

Isaiah 10:20-22. 

 

"'But I will gather the remnant of My flock out of all countries where I have driven them, and 

bring them back to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase. I will set up shepherds over 

them who will feed them; and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, nor shall they be 

lacking,' says the Lord." Jeremiah 23:3,4. 
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God refers to the Christian church as His bride and wife, just as He did with Israel. (See Ephesians 

5:23-32; Revelation 19:7,8.) In Revelation 12, a pure woman and her children are used to describe God's 

true followers. In chapter 17, a harlot and her children are used to describe those who profess to follow 

God, but persistently neglect or reject the gospel.  

 

The parallels between Israel and the church are very significant. God's true followers are again 

referred to as a remnant, while those who resist are referred to as harlots. The "remnant" receive the 

messages of God and live for His glory. This is the group that Satan and his followers are especially angry 

with and declare war against.  

 

"And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her 

seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." Revelation 

12:17, KJV. 
 

Babylon: A Church Without Power 

 

Paul felt strongly that the gospel was the only power that could truly change people’s lives.  

 

“I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who 

believes.”  Romans 1:16.  

 

“The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God.” 1 Corinthians 1:18. 

 

When professed Christians neglect or reject the gospel as the power of God, they are helpless to 

overcome sin. Paul described people like this as having a form of godliness, but denying the true power of 

Christianity. 

 

"But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come. For men will be lovers of 

themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 

unholy,  unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, 

headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but 

denying its power. And from such people turn away!" 2 Tim. 3:1-5. 

 

Babylon outwardly professes to follow God, but refuses to surrender to Him. Instead of trusting in 

Jesus as their Savior and Lord, they depend upon human wisdom and strength and pursue goals that are 

contrary to God's will. Therefore, God describes them as fallen. He urges everyone to come out of her and 

experience His love, forgiveness, and power. 

 

"I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was 

illuminated with his glory. And he cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, 'Babylon the great is 

fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a 

cage for every unclean and hated bird! For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of 

her fornication, the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her.' 

 

"And I heard another voice from heaven saying, 'Come out of her, my people, lest you share in 

her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues. For her sins have reached to heaven, and God has 

remembered her iniquities.'" Revelation 18:1-5. 

 

To summarize, Babylon represents those Christian organizations that have rejected the gospel as the 

power of God to save people from all aspects of sin: its penalty, power, and presence.  
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Babylon: The Mother of Harlots And Abominations 

 

When people neglect or reject the forgiveness of God or His power to transform lives, immorality and 

wickedness increases. Therefore Babylon is called the “mother of abominations.” Her teaching leads 

people to practice sin, for she brings forth children who believe Satan's lies that we need not, should not, 

or cannot obey God. That is why wickedness increases in the last days.  

 

Without the power of the gospel, the church is helpless in transforming people and societies. 

Therefore she turns to the power of the state for support. In order to put a stop to all the abomination, the 

"church" will persuade governments to make laws that force people to be more religious and moral. 

 

Babylon is therefore called the "mother of harlots," for she brings forth children who are willing to 

make such laws. Through deceptive miracles and teachings, she leads people to depend upon human 

wisdom and strength, rather than on the truth and power of the gospel. 

 

While God has established governing authorities to keep evil in check, He has not given them 

authority to regulate how people worship God. In Romans 13:1-10, Paul talks about the importance of 

submitting to authority. But when that authority conflicts with God's will, we are to "obey God rather than 

men." Acts 5:29.  

 

"Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 

and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists 

the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers are not 

a terror to good works, but to evil.  

 

"Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the 

same. For he is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear 

the sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices 

evil. Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience' sake....  

 

Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law. 

For the commandments... are all summed up in this saying, namely, 'You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.' Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law." 

Romans 13:1-10. 

 

The church commits spiritual fornication when she relies upon political laws, rather than the power of 

God, to change people and society. Without faith in God and the gospel, the church has nothing to offer. 

Laws will be established to force people to worship a certain way. Those who refuse to obey will not be 

able to buy or sell and will be threatened with death. See Revelation 13:11-18. As a result of this union 

between church and state, some of God's true followers will be killed:  

 

"The inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine [fruit] of her fornication.... I saw the 

woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus." Revelation 

17:2,6. 

 

A person who is drunk with alcohol loses self-control and cannot be reasoned with. God refers to a 

society as spiritually drunk when they reject the gospel and kill those who have been transformed by it. 

They cannot be reasoned with. True Christianity says, "Love does no harm to a neighbor." The counterfeit 

system of religion says, "You better worship God and believe our way or we'll kill you!"  

 

When the Jewish leaders wanted to put Jesus to death, they couldn't be reasoned with. They too were 

spiritually drunk. When Pilate tried to reason with them, he couldn't. Their envy and jealousy was so 

great, they could think of only one thing: Kill Jesus!" 
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"They cried out, 'Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!' Pilate said to them, 'Shall I 

crucify your King?' The chief priests answered, 'We have no king but Caesar!'" John 19:15.  

 

“We have no king but Caesar!” How tragic this was. God had loved them and helped them in so many 

ways, but they persisted in rejecting Jesus. They would rather kill Him than be one of His followers. 

Revelation says that the "church" will do the same to God's true followers. They will be "drunk with the 

blood of the saints." Revelation 17:6. 

 

Babylon represents those Christian organizations that have rejected the gospel as the power of God to 

save people from all aspects of sin: its penalty, power, and presence. As the "mother of abominations", 

she teaches Satan's lies that we need not, should not, or cannot obey God. Her teaching leads people to 

practice sin and break God's law. She then relies upon manipulation and the power of the state to keep 

evil in check. Therefore she is referred to as a harlot. 
 

Help For Those In Babylon 

 

To counteract Satan's lies, God asks His messengers to preach the everlasting gospel "to those who 

dwell on the earth--to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people." Revelation 14:6. In fact, Jesus promised, 

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then 

the end will come.” Matthew 24:14. 

 

Since the gospel is “the power of God,” it has the ability to change people's lives and set us free from 

slavery to sin. Romans 1:16; John 8:32. God calls His people to come out of the lies of Babylon and 

“receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.” 2 Thessalonians 2:10.  

 

The call to come out of Babylon is simply a call to surrender our lives to Jesus as our Savior and 

Lord, choosing to accept His salvation and obey Him in everything. At first it may seem a little scary, for 

we are not sure what God will ask of us or where He will lead us. The basic question will always be, “Can 

I trust Him?” The more we get to know Jesus, the more we will realize that we can trust Him with 

everything. His analogy of the Shepherd can be very helpful in understanding His love and plans for us. 

 

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may 

have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 

gives His life for the sheep…. I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by 

My own....  

 

“Other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My 

voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.... My sheep hear My voice, and I know 

them, and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall 

anyone snatch them out of My hand." John 10:14-28. 

 

By focusing on how much He loves us, we are able to remind ourselves that He always has our best 

interest in mind. Following His truth will always lead us into the kind of life that is worth living, full of  

“love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” Galatians 

5:22,23. 

 

When we surrender our heart to God and have a love of the truth, we can trust God to lead us step by 

step into all truth. This will be a process that will continue as long as we live, for there will always be 

things to learn. As we seek to understand Babylon and how to come out of her, we need to realize there 

are different reasons why people disobey God. 
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Many times we disobey God without realizing it.  We don’t know any better. Some people don’t care. 

They know what God asks them to do, but they choose not to obey, either because they aren’t interested 

or don’t find it convenient or important enough. And still there are others who are enslaved to sin, 

helpless to free themselves from the power of Satan. Whether we break God's law ignorantly, willingly, 

or helplessly, a healthy understanding of truth and the gospel can free us from the deception and power of 

Satan. 
 

Disobeying God Ignorantly 

 

We have all disobeyed God out of ignorance. Fortunately, we have a God who is faithful to forgive. "If 

we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness." 1 John 1:9. 

 

One of the most amazing statements in all of the Bible is found in Acts 3:17. Peter speaks to the Jews and 

says, “You killed Jesus in ignorance.” (See Acts 3:14-17.) 

 

Peter could say that because he himself had been ignorant of the full plan of salvation. He could also say 

that because Jesus had prayed on the cross, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” 

Luke 23:34. He could say that because Jesus had told them to begin preaching the good news in 

Jerusalem. Acts 1:8. 

 

1. After all the miracles Jesus had performed, the love that He showed, and the instruction He gave, 

the Jewish leaders hated Jesus and repeatedly tried to trick Him, condemn Him, and stone Him. 

And still God was willing to say, “They killed Him ignorantly.” 

 

2. They begged for Barabbas, a murderer, to be released instead of Jesus. And still God was willing 

to say, “They killed Him ignorantly.” 

 

3. When Pilate asked, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king 

but Caesar.” John 19:15. And still God was willing to say, “They killed Him ignorantly.” 

 

4. When Pilate declared Him innocent and the people cried out, "His blood be on us and on our 

children," (Matt. 27:25) God was still willing to say, “They killed Him ignorantly.” 

 

5. When Jesus hung on the cross, beaten, bloodied and weak, people mocked Him, saying: “Save 

yourself!…. He saved others; Himself he cannot save…. He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him 

now if He will have Him.” Matthew 27:40-43. Even then God was willing to say, “They killed 

Him ignorantly.” 

 

What an amazing God we serve! How merciful, patient, and forgiving He really is. All who are lost in 

the end will have to be very persistent in their rejection against God. 

 

Not only does God want to forgive us, He also wants to cleanse us from all unrighteousness and help 

us experience the abundant life. When Gods asks us to do something, He is always looking out for our 

best interest. For example, the Ten Commandments are given to be a blessing. They were not given to 

keep people from enjoying life. They simply reveal what love to God and others looks like. When Jesus 

came to this earth, He gave us a living illustration of how to love. When we compare our lives to the law 

and Jesus’ example, we realize how much we need a Savior. And since we have a wonderful Savior, the 

law does us a wonderful favor by pointing out our need.    
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For the Christian, the Ten Commandments can also be seen as Ten Promises. For God promises to 

send the Holy Spirit into our lives “that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who 

do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.” Romans 8:4. 

 

In Exodus 20, the Hebrew language can be translated as a prohibition, “You shall not,” and also as a 

promise, “You will not.” Both are accurate translations. We actually need both. We need to understand 

the boundaries God has set for us so we can know when we have failed Him and others. It is also valuable 

to understand how God wants to transform us so that we can truly be a blessing to others For the 

Christian, the law of God becomes a delight when they are seen as promises: 

 

1. You will not have any other gods before me. (You will not want to.) 

 

2. You will not make graven images to bow down to. (You will talk directly with me and be my 

representatives, rather than pointing people to lifeless images to represent me.) 

 

3. You will not take the name of the Lord in vain. (You will honor and respect me and seek to 

represent me correctly.) 

 

4. Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the 

seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God. (You will want to remember and honor the 

“memorial in time.” It will remind you that I love you, I created you and that I am the One who 

makes you holy. Honoring the Sabbath will be a delight as we spend time together.) 

 

5. You will honor your parents. (You will want to listen and respect proper authority.) 

 

6. You will not kill. (You will not want to take someone’s life or even hold a grudge.) 

 

7. You will not commit adultery. (You will want to remain faithful to your spouse.) 

 

8. You will not steal. (You will not want to take something that doesn’t belong to you.) 

 

9. You will not bear false witness. (You will want to be honest in all your relationships.) 

 

10. You will not covet. (You will be content with what God provides and use your gifts to be a 

blessing to others.) 

 

While all of the commandments are important, there is one that has been forgotten or disregarded by 

many Christians. Ironically, it is the only one that begins with the word “remember.” God even quotes 

from the commandment in Revelation 14:7. In these last days, God is calling everyone to “worship Him 

who created the heavens and the earth, the sea and springs of water.” Revelation 14:7. Since the Sabbath 

is a sign that God is the Creator, we honor and worship God when we do “Remember the Sabbath day.”  

 

“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.... For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the 

earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the 

Sabbath day and hallowed it." Exodus 20:8-11.  

 

Satan knows that when the Sabbath is kept and understood in the light of the gospel, his power is 

broken. Therefore he has worked hard to make sure it is misunderstood. Since so many people disregard 

the Sabbath, many think God doesn't care what we do.  

 

Some ask, “Isn't it good enough to keep one day in seven?” Setting aside one day in seven is fine if 

we simply want a “holiday” or a day off. We can then choose whatever day we want.  
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However, when it comes to the Sabbath, we don’t have the ability to make a day holy. Only God is 

able to do that. When He created the world, He “blessed the seventh day and sanctified it.” Gen. 2:1-3. 

Any person or organization that tries to change the Sabbath and make another day holy is actually trying 

to play God or take the place of God.  

 

Which Day Is The Sabbath? 
 

Some wonder if we can know for sure which day is the seventh day. In reality, it is very easy to know 

when we remember that the day Jesus rose from the grave was the first day of the week. The day before 

was the Sabbath. Luke describes three consecutive days related to Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

  

“Now behold, there was a man named Joseph, a council member, a good and just man…. This man 

went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen, and laid it in 

a tomb that was hewn out of the rock, where no one had ever lain before. That day was the 

Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near. And the women who had come with Him from Galilee 

followed after, and they observed the tomb and how His body was laid. Then they returned and 

prepared spices and fragrant oils. And they rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment.” 

 

“Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other women with 

them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. But they found the stone rolled 

away from the tomb. Then they went in and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. And it happened, 

as they were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in shining garments…. 

They said to them, ‘Why do you seek the living among the dead. He is not here, but is risen!’” Luke 

23:50-24:7.  

 

Many Christians today commemorate the death and resurrection of Jesus by having special 

services on "Good Friday" and "Easter Sunday." In other words, the Biblical record is very clear as to 

which day is the Sabbath. So if the seventh day is Saturday, why do so many Christians ignore the 

Sabbath commandment?  

 

Did God make Sunday Holy? 
 

Is the Sabbath for the Jews and Sunday a holy day for Christians? There is no place in the Bible, 

Old or New Testament, that mentions that God has changed the Sabbath from the seventh day to the 

first day. The New Testament mentions the first day of the week eight times. Six of these are simply 

referring to the fact that Jesus rose from the dead on the first day of the week. The passage in Luke 

that we just read is one of them. There is no mention in the passage that Sunday is now the holy 

Sabbath. The other five are the same way: Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:2, 9; John 20:1, 9. 

 

The other two passages that refer to the first day of the week are often referred to as evidence that 

the disciples were keeping Sunday holy after the resurrection. By reading the passages ourselves, we 

can see what evidence there is. 

 

“Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, 

so you must do also: On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing 

up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.” 1 Corinthians 16:1,2. 

 

Paul is instructing the Christians in each area to take up a collection for their brothers and sisters in 

Jerusalem. He is giving counsel for each person to begin saving up by laying something aside at the 

beginning of each week. There is no mention of a worship service or that the first day is now holy. 

The next passage is from Acts 20, referring to what seems to be a farewell meeting for Paul. 
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“Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready 

to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight. There were many 

lamps in the upper room where they were gathered together.”  

 

“And in a window sat a certain young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep. 

He was overcome by sleep; and as Paul continued speaking, he fell down from the third story and 

was taken up dead. But Paul went down, fell on him, and embracing him said,”  

 

“‘Do not trouble yourselves, for his life is in him.’ Now when he had come up, had broken bread 

and eaten, and talked a long while, even till daybreak, he departed. And they brought the young 

man in alive, and they were not a little comforted.” Acts 20:7-12 

 

The reason for this meeting is clearly given. Paul is going to leave them the next day and it was 

possible that this may be the last time they were to see him. They were anxious to spend as much time 

with him as possible. In fact, they met all night long. There is no mention of first day of the week 

being holy. If someone wanted to point to this passage as an example of what we should be doing 

today, we would have to say that we should be meeting all night long on the first day of the week.  

 

The breaking of bread together could refer to a special celebration of the Lord’s supper or simply 

to the fact that they ate a meal together as is described in Luke 24:35.  

 

Paul's Example Of Keeping The Sabbath  

 

In the book of Acts, the evidence is very clear that Paul continued to remember the Sabbath and 

worship on that day. iscover Paul we find the disciples continued to worship together on the Sabbath.  

 

In Antioch, Paul “went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day and sat down. And after the 

reading of the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent to them, saying, 'Men 

and brethren, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, say on.' Then Paul stood up, 

and motioning with his hand said, “Men of Israel…” Acts 13:14-16.  

 

After his sermon, we read, “So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles 

begged that these words might be preached to them the next Sabbath. Now when the 

congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and devout proselytes followed Paul and 

Barnabas, who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. On the 

next Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear the word of God.” Acts 13:42-44. 

 

If Paul was now keeping Sunday holy, he could easily have told them, “Don't wait until next Sabbath, 

come tomorrow.” Instead, the Bible says that Paul and the others gathered on the next Sabbath to hear the 

word of God.  

 

When Paul was in Corinth for a year and a half (Acts 18:11), “He reasoned in the synagogue every 

Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks.” Acts 18:4. When Paul went to Philippi, he found people 

to worship with on the Sabbath, even though there wasn’t a synagogue in the area. “And on the Sabbath 

day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made; and we sat down and 

spoke to the women who met there. Acts 16:13. 

 

Jesus also expected His disciples to keep the Sabbath after His resurrection. When He was warning 

them about the destruction of Jerusalem that would take place in 70 AD, He made this statement. “Pray 

that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath.” Matthew 24:20. The Sabbath was still going to 

be special, even though Jerusalem and the temple would be destroyed. In other words, the weekly Sabbath 

wasn’t tied to the earthly sanctuary service. 
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 The Bible Or Tradition 

 

Since the Bible does not say anywhere that God made Sunday holy, many wonder how this tradition 

came to be so widely accepted. The change took place gradually over many centuries. Constantine, a 

Roman Emperor, played a part.  

 

"Not long after the recognition of Christianity by Constantine, the observance of Sunday was 

required by law. In AD. 321 all courts of justice, all city dwellers and artisans were required to 

rest 'on the venerable day of the Sun'-- only farmers ere exempted, whose work could not be 

interrupted or delayed." Encyclopedia Americana, 1969 ed. Vol. XXVI, art. "Sunday," pg. 32. 

 

Some church councils also made a decree honoring Sunday instead of the Sabbath. Many Catholics 

consider this change is proof that the Bible is not a sufficient guide for what we are to believe, for they 

know the change was made without Biblical support. Listen to one author: 

 

"Nothing is said in the Bible about the change of the Lord's day from Saturday to Sunday.... That 

is why we find so illogical the attitude of many non-Catholics, who say that they will believe 

nothing unless they can find it in the Bible and yet will continue to keep Sunday as the Lord's day 

on the say-so of the Catholic Church." Father Leo J. Trese, The Faith Explained, 1971 ed., p. 243. 

 

In The Convert's Catechism of Catholic Doctrine, published in 1952, the Roman Catholic Church 

claims the responsibility for changing the weekly holy day from the seventh day to the first day of the 

week.  

 

 Q. What is the Third Commandment? 

 A.   The Third Commandment is: Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day. 

 Q.   Which day is the Sabbath day? 

 A.   Saturday is the Sabbath day. 

 Q.   Why do we observe Sunday instead of Saturday? 

 A.   We observe Sunday instead of Saturday because the Catholic Church transferred the solemnity  

from Saturday to Sunday. 

 Q.  Why did the Catholic Church substitute Sunday for Saturday? 

A.  The Church substituted Sunday for Saturday, because Christ rose from the dead on a Sunday, and   

the Holy Ghost descended upon the Apostles on a Sunday. 

 Q.  By what authority did the Church substitute Sunday for Saturday? 

 A.  The Church substituted Sunday for Saturday by the plenitude of that divine power which Jesus                                      

         Christ bestowed upon her. 

 Q.  What does the Third Commandment command? 

 A.  The Third Commandment commands us to sanctify Sunday as the Lord's Day. 

 

In 1994 the Roman Catholic Church published the new "Catechism of the Catholic Church." The 

back cover describes it this way:  

 

"Here it is -- the first new Catechism of the Catholic Church in more than 400 years, a complete 

summary of what Catholics throughout the world believe in common. This book is the catechism 

(the word means 'instruction') that will serve as the standard for all future Catechisms. The 

Catechism draws on the Bible, the Mass, the sacraments, Church tradition and teaching, and the 

lives of the saints." 
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 Notice that the catechism is based not just on the Bible, but also on “Church tradition and teaching.” 

When referring to the Sabbath, the Catechism emphasizes that the seventh-day is the Sabbath and that 

Jesus faithfully respected the holiness of the day. But then it goes on to say that Sunday fulfills the same 

purpose for the Christians. But instead of giving support from the Bible, it simply quotes other authors. 

The following paragraphs are from the "Catechism of the Catholic Church," pages 580,581. 

 

2172 “God's action is the model for human action. If God 'rested and was refreshed' on the  

seventh day, man too ought to 'rest' and should let others, especially the poor, 'be 

refreshed.' The Sabbath brings everyday work to a halt and provides a respite. It is a day of 

protest against the servitude of work and the worship of money.” 

 

2173 “The Gospel reports many incidents when Jesus was accused of violating the Sabbath law. 

But Jesus never fails to respect the holiness of this day. He gives this law its authentic and 

authoritative interpretation: ‘The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.’” 

Mark 2:27.  

 

“With compassion, Christ declares the Sabbath for doing good rather than harm, for saving 

life rather than killing. Mark 3:4. The Sabbath is the day of the Lord of mercies and a day 

to honor God. Matthew 12:5; John 7:23. ‘The Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.’” 

Mark 2:28. 

 

2174 “Jesus rose from the dead 'on the first day of the week.' Matthew 28:1. Because it is the  

‘first day,’ the day of Christ's resurrection recalls the first creation.... For Christians it has 

become the first of all days, the first of all feasts, the Lord's Day--Sunday:” 

 

“‘We all gather on the day of the sun, for it is the first day [after the Jewish Sabbath...] 

when God, separating matter from darkness, made the world; and on this same day Jesus 

Christ our Savior rose from the dead. St. Justin, I Apol. 67: PG 6, 429 and 432.’” 

 

2175 “Sunday is expressly distinguished from the Sabbath which it follows chronologically  

 every week; for Christians its ceremonial observance replaces that of the Sabbath.” 

 

It is important to notice that no Biblical support is given. The catechism quotes from St. Justin and 

says that Sunday replaces the Sabbath. The issue comes down to this: Do we trust the Bible or do we trust 

the authority of the “Church?” Do I believe the Church has the authority to change God’s law or make 

something holy? 

  

During the reformation, Martin Luther and others emphasized that the Bible and the Bible alone was 

the guide to determine what to believe and how to live. The Roman Catholic Church called the Council of 

Trent to respond to the reformation. They came to the decision that the Bible was not a sufficient guide.  

 

As proof, they presented the observance of Sunday as a prime example of Christians believing and 

practicing something that was not in the Bible. “The Catholic Encyclopedia” refers to this response in the 

article, “Tradition and Living Magisterium.” 

 

“The Council of Trent … held that there are Divine traditions not contained in Holy Scripture, 

revelations made to the Apostles either orally by Jesus Christ or by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost 

and transmitted by the Apostles to the Church. Holy Scripture is therefore not the only theological 

source of the Revelation made by God to His Church. Side by side with Scripture there is tradition, 

side by side with the written revelation there is the oral revelation. This granted, it is impossible to be 

satisfied with the Bible alone for the solution of all dogmatic questions.”  
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“Such was the first field of controversy between Catholic theologians and the Reformers. The 

designation of unwritten Divine traditions was not always given all the clearness desirable especially 

in early times; however Catholic controversialists soon proved to the Protestants that to be logical and 

consistent they must admit unwritten traditions as revealed.” 

 

“Otherwise by what right did they rest on Sunday and not on Saturday? How could they regard infant 

baptism as valid, or baptism by infusion? How could they permit the taking of an oath, since Christ 

had commanded that we swear not at all? The Quakers were more logical in refusing all oaths, the 

Anabaptists in re-baptizing adults, the Sabbatarians in resting on Saturday.”  

The Catholic Encyclopedia, 1917 edition. (This edition is available on the Internet.) 

  

The Roman Catholic Church has seen this change from Sabbath to Sunday as a “mark” of her 

authority over the Bible. “Sunday is our mark of authority…. The Church is above the Bible, and this 

transference of Sabbath observance is proof of that fact.” Catholic Record, September 1, 1923. 

 

In the popular book, “Faith of our Fathers,” Cardinal Gibbons wrote: 

 

“You may read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and you will not find a single line authorizing 

the sanctification of Sunday. The scriptures enforce the religious observance of Saturday.” Faith of 

our Fathers, page 89. 

 

In actual practice, the Roman Catholic Church places the authority of the Church above the Bible. 

When the Bible teaches that Saturday is the Sabbath and the Church teaches that Sunday is the day to 

keep holy, they have set aside the Bible for their own laws. Jesus faced the same kind of problem with the 

Jews. In Mark 7:6-9 He told them, 

 

"Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: 'This people honors Me with their lips, 

but their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the 

commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men…. 

All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition.” 

 

The Sabbath and Romans 14 
 

Some say Romans 14:5 indicates that it doesn't matter which day we keep as the Sabbath. "One 

person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in 

his own mind." In the context, Paul is inviting Christians to respect each other as we grow into maturity. 

In verse one he says, "Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters."  

 

In other words, we are here to encourage one another, not to condemn; to build up, not to tear down. 

Therefore on “disputable matters,” ideas that are not clearly spelled out in the Bible, we need to respect 

the freedom and opinions of others. 

 

At the same time, God invites us and wants us to understand and follow truth. The important 

questions we need to ask are,  

 

 “Does God consider the Ten Commandments something that is disputable matters?”  

 “Are they simply suggestions that people can take or leave according to their own desires?” 

 

 The obvious answer to both of them is no or else God would not have identified His people as those 

who keep His commandments. 
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Paul does not clearly spell out what kind of day he is referring to in Romans 14. However, it is 

probable that he was talking about the seven yearly holy days relating to the earthly sanctuary service. 

These holy days were part of the feasts of Passover, Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, Trumpets, Day of 

Atonement, and Tabernacles. Each of them pointed to a particular aspect of the plan of salvation.  

 

After Jesus came, the sanctuary and these yearly holy days were no longer necessary, for Jesus was 

the fulfillment of all that the sanctuary stood for. However, some Jewish Christians still wanted to honor 

these yearly holy days. Paul left it up to each person's opinion, but said it wasn't necessary. Paul referred 

to these same holy days in Colossians 2:16,17:  

 

"Let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or Sabbaths, which 

are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ." 

 

Notice how he refers to these Sabbaths as “a shadow of things to come.” The yearly Sabbaths always 

pointed forward to the plan of salvation. The weekly Sabbath was different. God introduced it at creation, 

even before sin entered the world. It was a reminder of what God had already done.  

 

Satan and the Sabbath 
 

The simple fact is that the change from Sabbath to Sunday came because Satan hates the Sabbath and 

those who keep it holy. He knows that when the Sabbath is understood in the light of the gospel, his 

power over people will be broken. For the Sabbath is a constant reminder that God created us and that He 

is the One who makes us holy. As we have studied earlier, it answers the basic questions people have 

about the meaning of life: Where have we come from? Where are we going? Why are we here? 

 

Since the Sabbath is a sign that God is the One who makes us holy, it constantly reminds us that He is 

the One who satisfies our basic needs of security, belonging, and value. When these needs are met day by 

day, fear is overcome and the power of Satan's temptations are broken. It becomes a delight to surrender 

everything to God and obey Him out of loving appreciation for all He has done.  

 

Since Satan hates the truth that the Sabbath stands for, he has worked hard to establish a counterfeit 

day to bolster his claim that we need not, should not or cannot obey God. If we accept any of these lies, 

we are joining with Satan in his rebellion against God. 
 

Disobeying God Willingly 

 

Paul wrote, "We are not under law, but under grace." Romans 6:14. What does Paul mean? Is he 

saying that the law has been done away with? He must not be, for in several places he writes about the 

value of the law: 

 

“Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law.” 

Romans 3:31 And in,12  

 

“Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would not have known sin except through the law. 

For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, ‘You shall not covet.’…. The law 

is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good. Has then what is good become death to me? 

Certainly not! But sin, that it might appear sin, was producing death in me through what is good, so 

that sin through the commandment might become exceedingly sinful. For we know that the law is 

spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin.” Romans 7:7, 12-14. 

 

It is clear that the problem is not with the law of God, but with the sin or sinful nature dwelling with 

in us. Paul refers to this as the “law of sin which is in my members.” The problem is so great, he cries out, 

“O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?” Romans 7:23, 24.  
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Paul rejoices that there is a Savior in Jesus. Because of His perfect life and death, we are free from the 

condemnation of the law. And since the Holy Spirit comes into the life of the believer, we are also freed 

from the slavery to sin. For those who set their minds on the things of the Spirit will find that the 

righteous requirements of the law will be fulfilled in them. For the Holy Spirit will produce within them 

the fruit love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” 

Galatians 5:22,23. See also Romans 8:1-4. 

 

So when Paul says we are not under law, but under grace, he is not saying the law has been done 

away with. He is saying that the demands of the law have been met through Jesus. As the last Adam, 

Jesus died the death that the law demanded for the whole human race. Every sin, past, present and future 

was carried by Jesus to the cross. That is why God is not counting anyone’s sins against them, no matter 

who we are or what we have done. 2 Corinthians 5:19.  

 

It truly is “amazing grace!” Since God’s grace is so amazing, it is easy for people to ask: 

 

 “Shall we sin that grace may abound? Romans 6:1. 

 “Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?” Romans 6:15. 

 If Jesus paid for every sin, why can’t we enjoy sin and still have eternal life? 

 If God is not counting anyone’s sins against them, do we even need to worry about sin? 

 Wouldn’t God be glorified more if I “have fun” in the world and then come back to Him later?  

 

All of these questions arise out of our natural attraction to sin and the things of the world. Satan has 

blinded our eyes into thinking that we will miss out on a lot of fun and pleasure if we turn our back on sin 

and follow Jesus. God is anxious for us to understand how painful, destructive, and dangerous sin really 

is. Sin hurts people, destroys relationships, and leads to disease and death.  

 

To help us understand how awful sin really is, God will allow us to experience the natural 

consequences of sin. He then hopes that we will see our need for Him and open our hearts to Him. When 

we do, we find His grace is still full and free. He loves and forgives us and begins the healing process 

from all of the consequences that we experienced from our sin. 

 

All too often young people will say, “I want enjoy life when I’m young. I’ll get serious when I get 

older. But for now, I want to be free to do what ever I want.” It sounds wonderful and attractive. But in 

reality, what the person is really saying is this: “I want to enjoy the temporary pleasures of sin and mess 

my life up really bad. Then I’ll spend the rest of my life suffering the consequences and figuring out how 

to make the best of the situation.” 

 

When people try to take advantage of God’s grace and enjoy sin, it is valuable to realize that sin and 

righteousness are opposites. If we want to live with Jesus, we are saying good-bye to sin. If we want to 

embrace sin, we are saying we don’t want Jesus as our Savior from sin. It is impossible to choose both at 

the same time. We will either be slaves of sin or slaves of righteousness. Fortunately, because of Jesus, 

we do have a choice of who we want to follow. 

  

"For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. What then? 

Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! Do you not know that 

to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, 

whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? But God be thanked 

that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which 

you were delivered. And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness." 

Romans 6:14-18 
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Disobeying God Helplessly 

 

When people do choose to follow God, they discover there is a great battle within. Their sinful nature 

fights against the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit fights against our flesh. Paul described this problem well 

in Romans 7 and Galatians 5: 

 

“What I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing 

the very thing I hate. But if I do the very thing I do not want to do, I agree with the Law, confessing 

that the Law is good. So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. For I know 

that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of 

the good is not. For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want.” 

 

“But if I am doing the very thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells 

in me. I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good. For I joyfully 

concur with the law of God in the inner man, but I see a different law in the members of my body, 

waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my 

members. Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? Thanks be to 

God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” Romans 7:15-25. 

 

“Walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. For the flesh sets its desire 

against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that 

you may not do the things that you please.” Galatians 5:16,17.  

 

As human beings we have to constantly remember that we are helpless without a Savior from the 

power of sin living within us. When we admit our helplessness, we will see our need to be connected with 

God. Then He does for us what we can't do for ourselves. Jesus used the grapevine to illustrate the 

importance of this connection. 

 

"Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in 

Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing." John 15:4-6.  

 

When a branch has a living connection with a healthy grapevine, it will naturally produce grapes. 

When people have a living relationship with Jesus, they will naturally produce the fruit of righteousness: 

"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

self-control. Against such there is no law." Galatians 5:22,23. 

 

Notice they are called the "fruit of the Spirit." They are not produced by us at all. When the Holy 

Spirit comes into a person’s life, He creates a new heart and spirit. The Bible calls this the new covenant. 

 

"Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and with the house of Judah; not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in 

the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they did not 

continue in My covenant....  

 

For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,... I will put My 

laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My 

people." Hebrews 8:4-10. 

 

Notice that the law is written on the heart and mind, rather than on stone tablets. The law is the same, 

but the motivation and strength to keep it comes from within. God's grace is truly amazing! It not only 

saves us from the penalty of sin, it also saves us from the power of sin.  
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People who were selfish and greedy become caring and compassionate when they experience God's 

unconditional love. People who were filled with bitterness and hate begin to forgive and pray for their 

“enemies” when they accept God's forgiveness. People who were filled with fear and worry are able to 

enjoy inner peace and security when they know God has given them eternal life. People who feel trapped 

by addictive behavior, find healing and freedom when they admit their helplessness, experience God's 

forgiveness, and invite Jesus to change them. 
 

Who Needs To Come Out Of Babylon? 

 

As we have mentioned earlier, Babylon represents those "Christian" organizations or teachings that 

have rejected the gospel as the power of God to save people from all aspects of the sin problem: the 

penalty, power, and presence of sin. 

  

As a result, she is the mother of abominations, leading people to break God's law, either willingly, 

ignorantly, or helplessly. She also is the mother of harlots, leading people to depend on human wisdom 

and power, rather than on the power of the gospel to overcome evil and change society. She uses 

manipulation, deception, and political laws to force people to be more religious.  

 

The problem with Babylon's system is that a person may conform outwardly, but inwardly remain 

selfish, proud, and rebellious. Jesus spoke about this problem. 

 

"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which 

indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness. 

Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and 

lawlessness." Matthew 23:27,28. 

 

God appeals to His children, "Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen,.... Come out of her, my 

people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues." Revelation 18:1-4. 

 

We are then faced with the question, "Do I need to come out of Babylon?" The answer is yes if any of 

the following are true. I need to come out of Babylon if:  
 

 I have not surrendered to Jesus as the Savior and Lord of my life.  

 I believe that I need not, should not, or cannot obey God. 

 I am satisfied with obeying God most of the time, rather than all of the time. 

 I reject the power of the gospel to change people's lives and rely instead upon political 

laws, manipulation, or human wisdom and strength. 

 

Why The 144,000 Are Important To God  

 

In our next study we will look at why the 144,000 are important to God. They reveal what God is able 

to do in the lives of those who believe the truth and surrender their lives to Him. They bring honor and 

glory to God through their faith and obedience. 
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The 144,000: 

Examples Of Spiritual Maturity 

 

Read Revelation 14:1-5 

 
All Scripture is quoted from the New King James Version 

Used by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers 

 

 

Review: Come Out Of Babylon, For She Has Fallen 

 

In the last battle between good and evil, the world will be divided into two camps: those who believe 

the gospel and those who reject it. Those "Christian" organizations or teachings that reject the gospel are 

referred to as Babylon, leading people to believe that we need not, should not, or cannot obey God. As a 

result, abomination and wickedness abound. And without the power of the gospel, the "church" is helpless 

to free people from slavery to sin. So she commits "fornication" by relying on the power of the state and 

human wisdom and strength to create morality and force people to worship according to their system of 

religion.  

 

God knows there are many honest people still in Babylon, so He appeals to them to come out. 

"Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen,.... Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest 

you receive of her plagues." Revelation 18:1-4. I need to come out of Babylon if:  

 

 I have not surrendered to Jesus as the Savior and Lord of my life.   

 I believe that I need not, should not, or cannot obey God. 

 I am satisfied with obeying God most of the time, rather than all of the time. 

 I reject the power of the gospel to change people's lives and rely instead upon political          

      laws, manipulation, or human wisdom and strength. 

 

While our obedience does not in any way contribute to our salvation, it does bring glory to God. Jesus 

said, "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for 

without Me you can do nothing.... By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit." John 15:5-8. 

"You are the light of the world.... Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven." Matthew 5:14-16. 

 

At times, we have all disobeyed God without knowing it. While God is completely able to forgive 

such actions, He desires that we continue to grow into the knowledge of the truth that we might grow into 

maturity. Therefore He sends the Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth. John 16:13. 

 

Some people have been taught that since Jesus has paid the debt for our sin, we are free to do as we 

please, even to the point of disregarding the law of God. The Sabbath commandment is a major example 

of this. Many Christians neglect or reject the Bible Sabbath in favor of a man made day of rest, even 

though God has blessed the seventh day and made it holy.  

 

In reality, the Sabbath is a constant reminder of the truth of the gospel, for it is a sign that God is the 

One who sanctifies us. And since the Sabbath is also a sign of creation, God quotes from the Sabbath 

commandment when He calls everyone back to worshipping Him as the Creator.  

 

"Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who 

made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water." Revelation 14:7. 
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The 144,000: Living Examples Of Spiritual Maturity 

 

God's goal for His followers has always been that they might grow up into spiritual maturity and 

reflect the character of God in their lives. Notice how Paul described that goal in Ephesians.  

 

We are to grow “till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 

to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer 

be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine,... but, speaking the 

truth in love, may grow up... into... Christ.” Ephesians 4:13-16. 

 

“The husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the 

body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 

everything.” 

 

“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He 

might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to 

Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy 

and without blemish.” Ephesians 5:23-27. 

 

Will it ever happen? Yes! In the last conflict between good and evil, God says He will be able to point 

to a large group of people and say, "Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the 

commandments of God and the faith of Jesus." Revelation 14:12. God uses the number 144,000 when  

describing this group: 

 

"I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him 144,000, having His 

Father's name written on their foreheads.... They sang as it were a new song... and no one could 

learn that song except the 144,000 who were redeemed from the earth." 

 

This group has been so transformed by the truth of the gospel and the indwelling Holy Spirit that God 

is able to say,  

 

"These are the ones who were not defiled with women, for they are virgins. These are the ones 

who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits 

to God and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no deceit, for they are without fault before 

the throne of God." Revelation 14:1-5. 

 

The 144,000 are "not defiled with women", because they refuse to unite with the "harlots" of 

Babylon. Having been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, they are without fault before God. They are 

able to be completely honest in all of their lives, for they have nothing to hide. Instead of trusting in 

human power, they trust in the power of God. Instead of building their lives on human philosophy and 

tradition, they build their lives on Bible truth.  

 

Because they have chosen to follow the Lamb wherever He leads them, they have grown up into 

maturity and perfectly represent the character of God. Therefore the Father is not ashamed to place His 

name on their foreheads. He knows they will not take His name in vain, for they have no other gods 

before Him. This is why God is able to point to them and say, "Here is the patience of the saints; here are 

those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus." Revelation 14:12. 
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The 144,000: Firstfruits To God And The Lamb 

 

The 144,000 are referred to as the "firstfruits to God and to the Lamb." In the Old Testament, the 

"firstfruits" were simply the first part of the harvest. They were dedicated to God and were a foretaste of 

the harvest still to come. In the New Testament, the word is used to describe:  

 

 The first Christians, a foretaste of a greater harvest of souls (Romans 16:5; James 1:18) 

 The Holy Spirit, a foretaste of the gift of our eternal life with God (Rom. 8:23; Eph. 1:13,14) 

 The resurrection of Jesus, a foretaste of all who will be resurrected (1 Corinthians 15:23) 

 The 144,000, a foretaste of what God will produce in the lives of all who follow Him. 

 

To understand this better, it would be helpful to see how Paul describes Jesus as the firstfruits.  

 

"If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen, then our 

preaching is empty and your faith is also empty.... But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has 

become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by Man 

also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made 

alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His 

coming." 1 Corinthians 15:20-23. 

 

If Jesus had not risen from the grave, then: 

 

 There would be no resurrection or eternal life for anyone. 

 There would be no need for the judgment, for those who have fallen asleep have perished. 

 There would be no hope of seeing loved ones again.  

 

But since Jesus represented the whole human race, His resurrection is the “firstfruits.” He is therefore 

able to guarantee that everyone else will be resurrected, each “in their own order.”  

 

“The hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth; those 

who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection 

of condemnation.” John 5:28,29. 

 

The 144,000 are also referred to as the “firstfruits.” The focus here is on the quality of the people of 

God. They have grown up into spiritual maturity as a result of following the Lamb wherever He leads. 

And even in the worst of times, they remain faithful to God because they love Him and want to bring 

glory to His name. 

 

Through the centuries many people who have chosen to follow God, but for various reasons have not 

grown up into spiritual maturity. For example, 

 

 Some may have had a limited knowledge of truth given to them.  

 Others may have died while still young in the faith.  

 And still others may have repented after squandering many opportunities for growth. 

 

Whatever the reason, many of God's true followers have died without reaching spiritual maturity. The 

question could easily be asked by the heavenly beings, "Are these people safe to save? Is it all right to 

bring these sinful human beings into our sinless universe?"  
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And Satan, “the accuser of the brethren,” could easily say, “Those sinners are not fit to save, for they 

would still sin if they were given an opportunity.” 

 

God will be able to answer these questions by pointing to the 144,000 and saying, “Here is the 

patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.” 

Revelation 14:12.  

 

In other words, “Here are the firstfruits of the harvest. They are totally ripe, fully mature. This is what 

I am able to produce in the lives of all who truly follow Me. The 144,000 reveal that all who allowed me 

to be their Savior are safe to save. They are free to live with Me throughout eternity.” 

 

The experience of the 144,000 “guarantees” that all true believers will grow into maturity when they 

dwell with God and are given a full measure of truth in heaven. (See John 8:13; Galatians 5:22,23.) When 

we study about the millennium in Revelation 20 and 21, we will notice that during the first 1000 years in 

heaven, healing will take place in the lives of the redeemed. After the millennium, we read that: 

 

“God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor 

crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” Revelation 21:4 

 

Jesus came to save His people from all aspects of sin. His goal was to produce “a glorious church, not 

having spot or wrinkle.” The 144,000 reveal that God has accomplished His goal. Through faith in Jesus 

and the indwelling Holy Spirit, they manifest the fruit of the Spirit and the character of God in their lives. 

Paul wrote: 

 

“Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body... Christ also loved the church and 

gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the 

word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any 

such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.” Eph. 5:23-27. 

 

The Seal Of God 

  

We first learn about the 144,000 in Revelation 7. In the last part of chapter 6, John describes events 

related to the second coming of Jesus. Stars fall, the sun turns black, and there is an earthquake like never 

before. Those who have rejected Jesus try to hide from Him when He comes.  

 

They speak “to the mountains and the rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on 

the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to 

stand?’” Revelation 6:16,17. 

 

Who is able to stand? The answer comes immediately: the 144,000. 

 

“I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, 

that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree. Then I saw another angel... 

having the seal of the living God.”  

 

“And he cried with a loud voice, ... 'Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed 

the servants of our God on their foreheads.' And I heard the number of those who were sealed: 

144,000 of all the tribes of the children of Israel.” Revelation 7:1-4. 

 

In Revelation 14 we noticed that the name of the Father is placed on their foreheads. Here we are told 

that the 144,000 are “sealed” on their foreheads. In other words, the seal and name of God represent the 

same thing. 
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Instead of being a literal mark, the seal simply means that these people are so settled into the truth of 

God's love and truth that nothing can shake their faith in Him. Having chosen to follow the Lamb 

wherever He goes, their characters reflect the character of God, so He is able to say, “These people are 

sealed. They will obey me no matter what trials they face. I can trust them to represent My name 

correctly, for their faith in Me cannot be shaken.”  

 

Before Jesus returns, there will be a major crisis in the world. The forces of nature will seem out of 

control and the powers of wickedness will threaten God's people with pain and death. But God will not 

allow these events to take place until His servants are “sealed in their foreheads.”  
 

An Illustration From The Old Testament 

 

After Nebuchadnezzar captured Jerusalem in 605 B.C., he allowed Zedekiah to rule under his 

authority. However, Zedekiah “did evil in the sight of the Lord,” and “rebelled against the king of 

Babylon.” 2 Kings 24:17-20. As a result, God allowed Nebuchadnezzar to destroy Jerusalem, kill many 

people and take others captive. However, before Nebuchadnezzar was allowed to destroy Jerusalem, God 

gave a command to a heavenly messenger: 

 

“Go through the midst of the city... and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and cry 

over all the abominations that are done within it... Slay old and young men, maidens and little 

children and women; but do not come near anyone on whom is the mark.” Ezekiel 9:4,6. 

 

Those who received the “mark on their foreheads” hated sin and abomination as God did. Since their 

characters reflected His character, God spared their lives that they might represent Him on the earth and 

be an influence for good. In 2 Chronicles 36, a literal mark was not placed on the foreheads of anyone. 

We simply read of Nebuchadnezzar being allowed to conquer the city.  

 

Zedekiah “rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar" and "stiffened his neck and hardened his heart 

against turning to the Lord God of Israel. Moreover all the leaders of the priests and the people 

transgressed more and more, according to all the abominations of the nations, and defiled the 

house of the Lord which He had consecrated in Jerusalem.” 

 

“And the Lord God of their fathers sent warnings to them by His messengers, rising up early and 

sending them, because He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place. But they 

mocked the messengers of God, despised His words, and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath 

of the Lord arose against His people, till there was no remedy.”  

 

“Therefore He brought against them the king of the Chaldeans, who killed their young men with 

the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion on young man or virgin, on the 

aged or the weak; He gave them all into his hand.... And those who escaped from the sword 

[Nebuchadnezzar] carried away to Babylon, where they became servants to him and his sons 

until... the kingdom of Persia.” 2 Chronicles 36:13-20. 

 

As in the Old Testament story, Revelation's “seal of God” and “mark of the beast” are not literal. 

Those who receive the seal of God receive the name of God, showing they reflect the character of God in 

their lives and that nothing can shake them from their faith in Jesus.  

 

When we study about the 144,000 in Revelation, many people wonder if God is referring to 144,000 

literal Jews. To answer this question we will first look at what the New Testament says concerning Israel. 

Then we will consider the names of the tribes and the number 144,000. 
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The New Testament View Of Israel 

 

The 144,000 are said to come from the 12 tribes of Israel. In the New Testament, a true Israelite is 

anyone who accepts Jesus as their Savior and Lord.  

 

“For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized 

into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, ...  slave nor free, ... male nor 

female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed.” 

Galatians 3:26-29. 

 

“For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; 

but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the 

letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.” Romans 2:28,29. 

 

“When they persistently rejected Him, Jesus said to the Jewish leaders, ‘Therefore I say to you, 

the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it.’” 

Matthew 21:43. 

 

So from God's perspective, the true “nation” of Israel is now made up of genuine Christians. In 

Christ, everyone is equal, whether Jew or Gentile, male or female. This is actually consistent with the 

original purpose of Israel. When they were first becoming a nation God gave them their mission: 

 

“If you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to 

Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a 

holy nation.” Exodus 19:5,6.  

 

Notice that God said, “all the earth is Mine.” In other words, everyone belongs to Him. Israel was to 

be a “kingdom of priests,” representing God to the world and bringing the world back to God. When the 

Jews stopped being “priests,” they lost their reason to exist. Instead of seeing others as equally loved by 

God, they developed an attitude of pride and prejudice, thinking they were blessed and others were 

cursed.  

 

When Jesus associated with the non-religious people, "The Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, 

'This Man receives sinners and eats with them.'" Luke 15:2. The good news is, Jesus does receive sinners. 

He came to heal the sick, save the lost, and call sinners to repentance. This was His mission and the 

mission He gave to Israel. 

 

"The Son of Man has come to save that which was lost." Matthew 18:11. 

 

"Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call 

the righteous, but sinners, to repentance." Mark 2:17. 

 

"For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through 

Him might be saved." John 3:17. 

 

Since Jesus was simply fulfilling the mission originally given to Israel, all who accept Him and 

His message are able to become a part of Israel. With this background, notice what Peter said to the 

Christian church in 1 Peter 2:9. 

 

"You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you 

may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light."  

In other words, the Christian Church is a continuation of Israel. She has been given the same mission.  
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Every Christian needs to realize that they are part of God's "holy nation", called by Him to share the 

gospel with the world. As "priests", they are to represent God to the world and bring the world back to 

God by sharing His love and truth with them. 

 

When Christians fail to do this, they lose their real purpose for living. They will then begin to live 

only for themselves. And instead of working for God, they will end up working against Him as the Jews 

did when they put Jesus to death. 

 

The 12 Tribes Of Israel 

 

Since the New Testament sees every genuine Christian as part of the true Israel, it is easy to wonder 

why John specified that the 144,000 would be made up of 12,000 from the 12 tribes in Israel. The 

question is even more significant when we remember that the northern 10 tribes ceased to exist about 700 

B.C. That is when the Assyrians took them captive. They were not allowed to return as the Southern 

kingdom was.  

 

So it is impossible to find 12,000 literal descendants from those tribes. When we compare the list of 

the 12 tribes in Revelation 7 with the lists in Genesis 49 and Ezekiel 48, we discover that they are not the 

same and the ones that are the same are in different order. 

 

So why are they listed? While the Bible does not give a specific answer to this question, one idea is 

very interesting. In the Bible, the names of people often had significance. In Genesis 29 and 30 we can 

learn the meaning of the names of the 12 tribes as given by Jacob's wives. (See also Strong's 

concordance.) When we put their meanings together with connecting words, we discover that their names 

describe the experience of the 144,000.  

 

 The Testimony Of The 144,000 - "I will praise the Lord, for He has looked on me and given me 

good fortune. Happy am I for my wrestling and struggle He is making me forget. He hears me, joins 

Himself to me and remains with me, rewarding me with a dwelling place, and adding me as a son of His 

right hand." 

 

Each phrase adds to the whole picture. We can be thankful that when the Lord looks upon us, He 

doesn't treat us as we deserve, for we are sinful and deserve death. Instead He treats us as sons and 

daughters of the King.  

 

While there are many trials and struggles on earth, we are able to focus on the many promises and 

blessings that God has given. For in every difficulty, we can share our burdens with God, knowing that 

He hears and answers according to His great wisdom and power.  

 

We also have the assurance that He abides with us, giving us the grace and strength to endure every 

trial. And in the end we will be able to live with Him forever as a result of His gracious love and free gift. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judah I will praise the Lord Simeon he hears me 

Reuben He has looked upon me Levi joined to me; united; remain 

Gad given good fortune-NASB Issachar given my wages; rewarded me 

Asher happy am I Zabulun dwelling or abiding 

Naphtali my wrestling or struggle Joseph adding 

Manasseh making me forget Benjamin son of his right hand 
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The 144,000: A Great Multitude 

 

As we mentioned earlier, Revelation 7 answers the question asked at the end of chapter 6. 

 

"And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every 

slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, and said 

to the mountains and rocks, 'Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne 

and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to 

stand?'" Revelation 6:15-17. 

 

"Who is able to stand?" The answer comes immediately: the 144,000 from the 12 tribes of Israel! As 

we have just noticed, Israel in the New Testament represents God's true followers from every nation. And 

the number 144,000 points to the mature and undefiled character of God's people. But then as we read on 

in chapter 7, further explanation is given concerning this group, for "the great multitude" is simply 

another way of describing the 144,000.  

 

John hears the number 144,000 and then sees a great multitude which no man can number. He used 

this same literary style in chapter 5. John heard about the "Lion of the tribe of Judah." Then when he 

turned to look, he saw "a Lamb as though it had been slain." Revelation 5:5,6. The same person was 

described in two different ways, first as a Lion and then as a Lamb. Now let's see how John refers to 

God's followers in Revelation 7.  

 

"And I heard the number of those who were sealed. 144,000 of all the tribes of... Israel were 

sealed:  

 

"After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all 

nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed 

with white robes, robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, 

saying, 'Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!'....  

 

All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on 

their faces before the throne and worshipped God, saying: 'Amen! Blessing and glory and 

wisdom, thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever....’ 

 

Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, 'Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where 

did they come from?' And I said to him, 'Sir, you know.' So he said to me, 'These are the ones 

who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood 

of the Lamb.' Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His 

temple. Revelation 7:4-11. 

 

The great multitude are the ones who have come out of the great tribulation. In the immediate context, 

the great tribulation seems to be the time when the four winds are allowed to blow upon the earth after the 

144,000 are sealed. They persist in obeying God during a time of extreme difficulty. While others try to 

hide from Jesus, this group is able to look up when He comes and say, 

 

"Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us. This is the Lord; we have 

waited for Him; we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation." Isaiah 25:9. 
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Overcoming Human Weakness 

 

Some people ask, "Is it really possible to live a consistent life of obedience in a sinful world with a 

sinful human nature? The answer is yes and God points to the 144,000 as evidence. Then He refers to 

them as the firstfruits, revealing that this is the kind of experience He will produce in the lives of all of 

His true followers.  

 

In order to help us in our growth toward maturity, it might be helpful to review the way to experience 

victory over sin and Satan. When we want to follow God, we discover we are helpless to overcome sin 

ourselves. Paul describes the struggle that we all face. He wanted to obey God, but found himself unable 

to do so, so he cried out, "O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me?"  

 

"I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but 

how to perform what is good I do not find. For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil 

I will not to do, that I practice... O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body 

of death? I thank God; through Jesus Christ! ....  

 

"There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk 

according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 

has made me free from the law of sin and death.  

 

For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own 

Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin:  

 

"He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us 

who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according 

to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, 

the things of the Spirit. Romans 7:18-8:5. 

 

We are helpless to obey God, but that is where the true power of Christianity comes in. God does for 

us what we can't do for ourselves. When we admit our helplessness and surrender our hearts and minds to 

Jesus, He will create in us a life of obedience. "For it is God who works in you both to will and to do for 

His good pleasure." Philippians 2:13. 

 

Remember Jesus said He is the Vine and we are the branches. Without Him we can do nothing. When 

a branch has a living connection with a healthy grapevine, it will naturally produce grapes. When people 

have a living relationship with Jesus, they will naturally produce the fruit of righteousness. Therefore, the 

focus of our lives is not to be on trying to overcome sin, but on abiding in Jesus and letting Him abide in 

us. Then He will produce within us the fruit of righteousness. 

 

"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law." Galatians 5:22,23. 

 

Notice they are called the "fruit of the Spirit." They are not produced by us at all. When the Holy 

Spirit comes into a person’s life, He creates a new heart and spirit. The Bible calls this the new covenant. 

 

"Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and with the house of Judah; not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in 

the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they did not 

continue in My covenant....  
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For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days.... I will put My 

laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My 

people." Hebrews 8:4-10. 

 

God's law is written on the heart and mind, rather than on stone tablets. The law is the same, but the 

motivation and strength to keep it comes from within. God's grace is truly amazing! It not only saves us 

from the penalty of sin, it also saves us from the power of sin.  

 

 People who were selfish and greedy become caring and compassionate when they experience 

God's unconditional love.  

 People who were filled with bitterness and hate begin to forgive and pray for their "enemies" 

when they accept God's forgiveness.  

 People who were filled with fear and worry are able to enjoy inner peace and security when 

they know God has given them eternal life.  

 People who feel trapped by addictive behavior, find healing and freedom when they admit 

their helplessness, experience God's forgiveness, and invite Jesus to change them. 

 

The 144,000 Compared To The New Jerusalem 

 

In Revelation 3:12 we are told that God's true followers have the name of the New Jerusalem on their 

foreheads, as opposed to the name of Babylon. In this context, it is significant that the 144,000 and the 

New Jerusalem are described in similar ways.  

 

 The pure qualities of the city reflect the pure characters of those who live there.  

 As God reigns in the New Jerusalem, so God reigns in the hearts of His people.  

 The numbers 12, 12,000, and 144 are used to describe both the people of God and the city.  

It seems the numbers point to the quality, rather than the quantity, of God's true followers. 12 

seems to represent completeness. And 144 is a perfect square of 12. 

 

I. Both are referred to as the Wife or the Bride of Christ 

 

   A. The 144,000 - "The marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready. And to 

her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous 

acts of the saints." Rev. 19:7,8. (Paul also refers to the church as Christ's wife. Ephesians 5:21-

33; 2 Corinthians 11:2.) 

 B. The New Jerusalem - "Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.... Then one of the seven 

angels... came to me and talked with me, saying, 'Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb's 

wife.' And he... showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem." Rev. 21:2,9,10. 
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II. Both are described with the numbers 12, 12,000, and 144 

 A. The 144,000 are made up of 12,000 from the 12 tribes of Israel. 

 B. The Description of the New Jerusalem uses these numbers in several ways. 

  1. The walls are 12,000 furlongs wide, long and high. 

  2. The width of the walls are 144 cubits. 

  3. There are 12 foundations for the walls using 12 precious stones. 

  4. There are 12 large gates into the city, each made of 1 large pearl. 

  5. The names of the 12 Apostles are written on the foundations 

  6. The names of the 12 tribes of Israel are written on the gates. 

III. The city and the people of God are described as not being defiled. 

 A. In Revelation 14:1-5 we learn that the 144,000 are pure in heart. 

   1. They are not defiled with women, that is, with the harlots of Babylon. 

  2. They are "without fault before the throne of God." 

  3. They have "no deceit in their mouths", being honest in all of their lives. 

 B. The New Jerusalem is made of  pure material and only pure people enter. 

  1. Nothing shall enter it "that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are 

written in the Lamb's Book of Life." Revelation 21:27. 

  2. "Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, 

and may enter through the gates into the city. But outside are... sorcerers and sexually immoral 

and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie." Revelation 22:14,15. 

  3. The city is made of pure material, without defects or defilement, thus reflecting the perfect 

characters of the people who live there. 

   a. "The street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass." Revelation 21:21. 

   b. A pure river of water, clear as crystal, flows from God's throne. Revelation 22:1. 

   c. Precious stones and perfect pearls make up the city. 

In our next study we will look at the third angel's message in Revelation 14. This message is the final 

warning to the world and announces that all who persist in rebellion will experience the wrath of God in 

the form of the seven last plagues. As we studied earlier, God's wrath can be defined as God giving 

people up to suffer the consequences of their choices. When we look at Revelation 15 and 16 we will 

notice how each plague relates to the rebellious choices people made. 
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The Mark OF The Beast 

 

Read Revelation 14:9-12 

 
All Scripture is quoted from the New King James Version 
And is used by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers 

 

 

 

Review: Babylon Versus The 144,000 

 

Revelation 14:8 announces that Babylon has fallen. God then pleads with His children in Revelation 

18:4, "Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues." 

Babylon represents all "Christian" organizations or teachings that have rejected the gospel as the power of 

God to save people from all aspects of sin: it's penalty, power, and presence. Those who remain in 

Babylon will believe Satan's claim that we need not, should not, or cannot obey God. They will rely upon 

the power of the state to keep evil in check. 

 

If Satan's claim is a lie, God must have followers who do obey Him. In Revelation 14:12 the 

announcement is made: "Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of 

God and the faith of Jesus." 

 

In the first part of the chapter John refers to this group as the 144,000. “Then I looked, and behold, a 

Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His Father's 

name written on their foreheads…. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These 

were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was found 

no deceit, for they are without fault before the throne of God.” Rev. 14:1-5. 

 

The 144,000 are sealed “on their foreheads.” Rev. 7:3. We understand from chapter 14 that what they 

have on their foreheads is the “Father’s name.” In the Bible, a name is often significant of the character of 

a person. They have grown up into maturity and represent the character of God on earth. 

  

Instead of being literal, the number 144,000 represents the spiritual maturity of these believers. Three 

reasons point to this conclusion: 

 

1. The number could not be literal since the 10 northern tribes ceased to exist after Assyria took them 

captive around 700 BC. In the New Testament Israel consists of all who surrender to Jesus as their 

Savior and Lord.  

 

2. In Rev. 7 John hears the number 144,000, but when he turns to look, he sees a great multitude from 

every nation, which no one could number. John used this same literary style in chapter 5 when he 

heard about the "Lion of the tribe of Judah." When he looked, he saw a "Lamb standing as if it had 

been slain." John described the same person and group in two different ways. 

 

3. The 144,000 and the New Jerusalem are both described: as the bride of Christ; as pure and 

undefiled; and with the numbers 12, 12,000, and 144. The numbers seem to reflect the perfect 

quality of both.  

 

The 144,000 are called "the first fruits to God". As the first fruits, they grow up into spiritual maturity 

when they accept all of the light God reveals. They remain faithful to Him even in the worst of times and 

reveal that all humans are safe to save when they surrender to the truth they have been given. The 

experience of the 144,000 "guarantees" that all true believers will grow into maturity when they are given 

a full measure of truth in heaven. (See 1 Corinthians 13:12; 1 John 3:2.) 
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The Third Angel's Message: Do Not Worship The Beast 

 

While the first message invites everyone to worship the Creator, the third message warns people to 

avoid worshiping the beast and his image. This is the strongest warning in the entire Bible.  

 

"If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his 

hand, he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full 

strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 

presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment 

ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his 

image, and whoever receives the mark of his name." Revelation 14:9-11. 

 

In practical terms, the one we choose to obey is the one we worship. During the final crisis, everyone 

will choose God or Satan. There will be no middle ground. Some will receive "the seal of God" and the 

rest will receive "the mark of the beast." In essence, when we worship the beast and his image, we are 

worshiping Satan, for John wrote: 

 

"All the world marveled and followed the beast. So they worshipped the dragon [Satan] who gave 

authority to the beast; and they worshipped the beast, saying, 'who is like the beast? Who is able 

to make war with him?'" Revelation 13:3,4. 

 

The Seal Of God Or The Mark Of The Beast 

 

The seal and name of God are placed on the forehead of God's true followers. Instead of being a literal mark, 

the seal simply means these people are so settled into God's love and truth that nothing can shake their 

faith in Him. Being united with God, their characters reflect His character. So God is safe in saying, "No 

matter what happens, these people will trust and represent me." In the same way, the mark of the beast is 

not a literal mark. Those who receive the "name of the beast" reflect the selfish character of Satan. 

Revelation contrasts these two groups in several ways: 

 

God's Followers: Satan's Followers: 

1. Are identified with the New Jerusalem 1. Are identified with Babylon 

2. Receive the seal of God  2. Receive the mark of the beast 

3. Receive the name of the Father  3. Receive the name of the beast  

4. Are referred to as the 144,000 4. Are associated with the number 666 

5. Worship God the Creator 5. Worship Satan the deceiver 

6. Have no guile in their mouths 6. Join with the beast that speaks blasphemy 

7. Find security in God's promises 7. Find security in man's promises 

8. Receive the wrath of man 8. Receive the wrath of God 
 

If the mark of the beast is not literal, how will we know when it is received? By putting together all 

that we know from Revelation 12-14, we can understand God’s will and also recognize Satan’s 

counterfeit. The last half of Revelation 13 tells us what will happen.  

 

“Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb and spoke 

like a dragon. And he [the false prophet] exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence, 

and causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was 

healed.” Revelation 13:11, 12 



 

 

 

156 

Remember, in scripture a lamb represents Jesus and a dragon represents Satan. This power outwardly 

looks Christian, but inwardly speaks for Satan. Revelation 16:13 identifies this power as the false prophet, 

or Christianity that has “not received a love of the truth.” 1 Thessalonians 2:10. 

 

 Remember the first beast represents the Roman Catholic System. She received her deadly wound in 

1798 when Napoleon’s army took the Pope captive during the French Revolution. As a result, her 

political power was taken away. She regained political power when Mussolini signed a treaty with the 

papacy, granting her the right to rule over her own territory, which is known as Vatican City. Many 

governments now send ambassadors to Vatican City, just as they send ambassadors to other nations.  

 

 The False Prophet, or Protestant Christianity, will lead the world to worship and obey the Roman 

Catholic system. She will exercise the authority of the Catholic Church when she gives life to the “image 

of the beast.” This new spiritual / political union will attempt to enforce worship by the power of the state. 

 

“He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight 

of men. And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do in 

the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who was 

wounded by the sword and lived.” 

 

“He was granted power to give breath to the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should 

both speak and cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast to be killed. He causes all, 

both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their 

foreheads, and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or 

the number of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the 

beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is six hundred and sixty-six.” Revelation 13:11-18. 

 

Religious and political powers will unite to make laws enforcing worship that is contrary to the Bible. 

Those who don’t go along will not be able to buy or sell. They will also be threatened with death. God’s 

true followers will choose to “keep the commandments of God” and trust Him to provide for their needs. 

Those who worship the beast will find themselves breaking God’s commandments. 

 

God's Commandments: Exodus 20 Satan's Counterfeits: Revelation 13 

1. Have no other gods before Him. Satan and the beast are worshipped. 

2. Do not make images or bow to them. An "image to the beast" is set up & worshipped. 

3. Do not take God's name in vain. The beast and its image blaspheme God's name. 

4. Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 

holy. Six days you shall labor and do all 

your work, but the seventh-day is the 

Sabbath of the Lord your God.  

Many reject this commandment & substitute the 

1st day as the "Lord's Day". This is based 

tradition rather than the Bible. The Bible says the 

“Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” Mark 2:28.  

5. Honor your father and mother. Honor self in order to survive. 

6. Do not kill. Be willing to kill those who follow God. 

7. Do not commit adultery. Babylon is referred to as a spiritual "harlot". 

8. Do not steal. Those who obey God are not able to buy or sell, 

so their property is "stolen" by those who can. 

9. Do not lie or bear false witness. Deceptive miracles and teachings are used. 

10. Do not covet your neighbor's wife 

and property. 

In time of need, people will either trust God to 

supply their needs or covet what they don't have. 
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 The Final Test: Worship The Creator 

 

In the final message to the world, God calls everyone to worship “Him who made heaven and earth, 

the sea and springs of water.” This is a direct reference to the fourth commandment in Exodus.  

 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the 

seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it you shall do no work...  For in six days the 

Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. 

Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.” Exodus 20:8-11. 

 

“Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished. And on the seventh day God 

ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He 

had done. Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His 

work which God had created and made.” Genesis 2:1-3. 

 

 Even before sin entered the world, God intended the Sabbath to be a weekly reminder that He is the 

Creator. After sin, the Sabbath also became a sign that God was the One who makes us holy.  

 

“The children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations as 

a perpetual covenant. It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel forever; for in six days the 

Lord made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.'"  

Exodus 31:16,17. 

 

“Speak also to the children of Israel, saying: ‘Surely My Sabbaths you shall keep, for it is a sign 

between Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I am the Lord who 

sanctifies you.’” Exodus 31:13. 

 

The call to worship God as the Creator is also a call to “Remember the Sabbath day.” For the Sabbath 

is God’s appointed memorial of Creation. Since God identifies His true followers as “those who keep the 

commandments of God,” we can be sure they will be keeping the Sabbath at the end of time. It will be a 

tangible way for them to express their faith in God as their Creator and Savior.  

 

Throughout history, various means have been used to test the loyalty of God’s people on earth:  

 

 Adam and Eve were told not to eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  

 Cain offered produce as a sin offering and Abel offered a lamb. 

 Daniel refused to eat the king’s rich food or pray to another god.  

 His three friends refused to bow down to a golden image.  

 Peter chose to obey God rather than men when he was told to stop speaking about Jesus.  

 The Reformers chose to follow the teachings they found in the Bible, rather than tradition. 

 

In each situation, the choices people made revealed whether their faith was in God's promises or in 

human wisdom and strength. From a human standpoint, it often seems foolish to obey God. However, 

from the perspective of eternity, it is always foolish to disobey Him. Those who believe God's Word are 

able to say yes to Him, even when threatened with pain and death. 

 

Since the Sabbath is the one commandment that involves worshiping God as the Creator, it seems 

very likely that it will be the outward sign of loyalty to God and faith in Jesus in the final crisis of earth's 

history.  
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God Said The Church Would Try To Change His Law 

 

Because of his hatred of the Sabbath, Satan has tried hard to establish a counterfeit day. In Daniel 

7:25 God revealed that this would happen when He said the little horn power would "intend to change 

times and law."  Before we go on, it might be helpful to review the charts that show the overview of 

history and how the little horn represents the Christian Church of the middle ages.  
 

Overview Of History From God's Perspective 
 

DANIEL 2 DANIEL 7 KINGDOM Date 

Head of gold Lion with wings Babylon  605 B.C. 

Chest of silver Bear raised up-1 side Medo-Persia  538 B.C. 

Waist of brass Leopard with 4 heads Greece  331 B.C. 

Legs of iron Terrible Beast Rome  168 B.C. 

Feet of iron & clay Ten Horns Divided kingdom  470 A.D. 

 Little Horn Christian Church  538 A.D. 

 Judgment Scene Judgment Begins 1844 A.D. 

Stone filling earth  Jesus returns  
 

 

 

The Little Horn Represents The Christian Church 
 

THE LITTLE HORN AN EXPLANATION 

1. Grows out of the 4th beast -v8 1. It is connected to Rome 

2. It arises among and after the ten 

    horns that broke up Rome 

2. By 500 AD the Roman Empire was 

    divided by Germanic Tribes 

3. Three of first horns were taken out 3. Heruli, Vandals, Ostrogoths were destroyed. 

4. It has the eyes of a man 4. Human insight, wisdom, leadership              

    Note: Genesis 3:5; Isaiah 5:21 

5. It's mouth speaks pompous   

    words against the Most High 

5. It exalts itself and tries to replace the work       

    of God.  

6. It fights against the saints -v 21 6. It persecutes the people of God 

7. It will be different -v 24 7. It is first religious, than political 

8. Tries to change times & laws-v 25 8. It establishes laws contrary to the Bible 

9. Saints are handed over for “31/2 times” 9. It exercises authority for 1260 years.  
 

 The Roman Catholic Church has seen this change from Sabbath to Sunday as a “mark” of her 

authority over the Bible. “Sunday is our mark of authority…. The Church is above the Bible, and this 

transference of Sabbath observance is proof of that fact.” Catholic Record, September 1, 1923. 

 

 In the popular book, “Faith of our Fathers,” Cardinal Gibbons states the official opinion of the Roman 

Catholic Church: 

 

“You may read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and you will not find a single line authorizing 

the sanctification of Sunday. The scriptures enforce the religious observance of Saturday.” Faith of 

our Fathers, page 89. 
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In actual practice, the Roman Catholic Church places the authority of the Church above the Bible. 

When the Bible teaches that Saturday is the Sabbath and the Church teaches that Sunday is the day to 

keep holy, they have set aside the Bible for their own laws. Jesus faced the same problem with the Jews.  

 

In Mark 7:6-9 He told them, 

 

"Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: 'This people honors Me with their lips, 

But their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the 

commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men…. 

All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition.” 

 

Considering Satan's hatred for the Sabbath, it should not be a surprise that he worked hard to make 

the church forget the one commandment that begins with the word "remember". God's law has not 

changed, but the church has "intended" to change it just as God had prophesied in Daniel 7:25. 

 

Since the Sabbath is the one commandment that involves worshiping God as the Creator, it seems 

very likely that it will be the outward sign of loyalty to God and faith in Jesus in the final crisis of earth's 

history. In contrast, Sunday would be the outward sign of loyalty to the beast and its image. Several 

factors lead to this conclusion:  

 

1. Satan hates those who keep God’s commandments. He declares war against them. Rev. 12:17. 

2. God identifies His true followers as those who keep His commandments. Rev. 14:12 

3. God calls the world to worship Him as the Creator. Rev. 14:7 

4. God created the Sabbath as a constant reminder that He created us. Ex. 20:8-11; 31:17 

5. The “beast” of Revelation 13 is the Roman Catholic System. 

6. The Roman Catholic system has claimed responsibility for changing the Sabbath to Sunday. 

7. They refer to this change as a “mark” of their authority and proof that the Bible is not a sufficient 

guide for truth. 

8. Taking advantage of social, political, and economic chaos, Satan will inspire deceptive miracles 

and teachings to convince the world to uphold Sunday as a counterfeit Sabbath.  

9. The powers of Revelation 13 will threaten an economic boycott and even death for everyone that 

refuses to worship the beast by receiving the “mark” of the beast. Rev. 13:15-17. 

10. Those who receive the mark of the beast will experience the seven last plagues. 

 

From a human standpoint, this scenario seems impossible in our modern world. However, in a time of 

crisis, people and governments are usually willing to go to extreme lengths to survive. Since Sunday laws 

have been created in the past, it is feasible that they would be considered again in a time when people are 

trying desperately to help a nation get back to God. In fact, in 1998 the pope sent an “Apostolic Letter” to 

the world, calling everyone to reaffirm Sunday sacredness. He has even called upon civil governments to 

pass civil legislation to ensure it will be kept. The full letter can be read on the Internet. The web page as 

of this writing is: 

 

http://www.catholic-pages.com/documents/johnpaul_2/dies_domini.htm  

 

Notice a quote from section 67: “In the particular circumstances of our own time, Christians will 

naturally strive to ensure that civil legislation respects their duty to keep Sunday holy.” 

 

 

 

http://www.catholic-pages.com/documents/johnpaul_2/dies_domini.htm
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The Mark of the Beast or the Seal of God  

 

When we compare verses that talk about the mark of the beast, we notice that it consists of either the 

"name of the beast" or "the number of his name". 

 

“And he causes all, the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the free men and the 

slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand or on their forehead, and he provides that no one 

will be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has the mark, either the name of the beast or 

the number of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number 

of the beast, for the number is that of a man; and his number is six hundred and sixty-six.” 

Revelation 13:16, 17. NASB, 1995 edition. 

 

"They have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the 

mark of his name." Revelation 14:11. 

 

"And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and those who have the victory over 

the beast, over his image and over his mark and over the number of his name, standing on the 

sea of glass, having harps of God." Revelation 15:2. 

 

We have been able to identify the beast as the Roman Catholic System. When the Bible mentions the 

number of his name is the number of a man, we can easily identify the pope as the man that fully and 

officially represents the system. In this context, it is interesting to remember that one of the characteristics 

of the little horn in Daniel 7 is that it would have the eyes of a man with a mouth speaking great things. In 

an article in the Catholic Encyclopedia entitled, Vicar of Christ, we read:  

 

A title of the pope implying his supreme and universal primacy, both of honour and of jurisdiction, 

over the Church of Christ. It is founded on the words of the Divine Shepherd to St. Peter: "Feed my 

lambs. . . . Feed my sheep" (John 21:16-17), by which He constituted the Prince of the Apostles 

guardian of His entire flock in His own place, thus making him His Vicar and fulfilling the promise 

made in Matthew 16:18-19. In the course of the ages other vicarial designations have been used for 

the pope, as Vicar of St. Peter and even Vicar of the Apostolic See (Pope Gelasius, I, Ep. vi), but the 

title Vicar of Christ is more expressive of his supreme headship of the Church on earth, which he 

bears in virtue of the commission of Christ and with vicarial power derived from Him. Thus, Innocent 

III appeals for his power to remove bishops to the fact that he is Vicar of Christ (cap. "Inter 

corporalia", 2, "De trans. ep."). He also declares that Christ has given such power only to His Vicar 

Peter and his successors (cap. "Quanto", 3, ibid.), and states that it is the Roman Pontiff who is "the 

successor of Peter and the Vicar of Jesus Christ" (cap. "Licet", 4, ibid.). The title Vicar of God used 

for the pope by Nicholas III (c. "Fundamenta ejus", 17, "De elect.", in 6) is employed as an equivalent 

for Vicar of Christ.  

 

William H. W. Fanning, Transcribed by John Mark Ockerbloom  

(The Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume XV Copyright © 1912 by Robert Appleton Company 
Online Edition Copyright © 1999 by Kevin Knight Nihil Obstat, October 1, 1912. Remy 
Lafort, S.T.D., Censor Imprimatur. +John Cardinal Farley, Archbishop of NY.) 

 

“Since the leopard-bodied beast is a symbol for “the Roman Catholic system at its worst, then the 

number 666 applies in some way to it. The number is the number of a man. Latin is the official 

language of the Catholic Church. The pope, in Catholic theology, stands for the whole church…. 

In response to a reader’s question, the Catholic journal “Our Sunday Visitor” for April 18, 1915, 

replied, ‘The letters inscribed on the popes mitre [his priestly crown] are these, Vicarius Filii Dei, 

which is the Latin for Vicar of the Son of God. Catholics hold that the Church, a visible society, 

must have a visible head.’” God Cares Vol. 2, page 413-414. 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12260a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03744a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08374c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11744a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08374c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08374c.htm
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If we used Roman Numerals, we would discover that the letters of this title add up to 666.  

 

V 5  F 0  D 500 

I 1  I 1  E 0 

C   100  L 50  I 1 

A 0  I 1   

R 0  I 1    

I 1    

U 5   

S         _0__            ____             _____ 
       112   53     501  = 666 

 

 Remember, God identifies His followers as those who keep the commandments of God, while Satan 

declares war against them.  

 

“Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith 

of Jesus.” Revelation 14:12. 

 

“And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her 

offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Rev. 12:17. 

 

The one we choose to obey is the one we worship. Through choosing to obey God or man, everyone 

will receive either the "seal of God" or the "mark of the beast." While the seal of God is received only in 

the forehead, the mark of the beast will be put in the forehead or in the hand. The significance of this 

seems to be in how it may be received.  

 

Seal of God  on the forehead  they fully surrender to worship and obey God.  

Mark of the beast  on the forehead  they fully surrender to worship and obey Satan’s system. 

Mark of the beast  on the hand  they worship Satan’s system because of the pressure. 

 

The choices people make will reveal whether their faith is in God or in man. Those who obey God 

will have all earthly support cut off. Their faith will be tested severely, but they hold onto the “faith of 

Jesus.”  They hold onto faith in Jesus by having the kind of faith hat Jesus had. In the garden and on the 

cross, Jesus felt forsaken by His Father. The weight of the sin was so great, that He felt as if he was 

giving up life forever. However, out of love for the human race, He was still willing to follow through 

with His decision. While He felt utterly forsaken, He chose to trust in the promise in Isaiah 53:10, 11,  

 

“When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And 

the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the labor of His soul, and be 

satisfied.”  

 

It will be the same way for God’s followers at the end of time. They may feel helpless and hopeless, 

but their faith in the Scriptures will enable them to maintain their faith in Jesus.  

 

If the one we worship is the one we obey, how do we manifest that obedience? Is the mark of the 

beast a branding of the skin, an implanted computer chip or some other mark?  An Old Testament story is 

helpful in answering the question.  

 

Before Jerusalem was destroyed by Babylon in 586 BC, god said to His angels, “Go through the 

midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh 

and cry over all the abominations that are done within it.” Ezekiel 9:4. When you read the historical 

accounts in Jeremiah 52 and 2 Chronicles 36, there is no reference to a literal mark. In other words, the 

mark referred to in Ezekiel 9 refers more to the character of the people. Those who had mourned over the 

sin of Jerusalem were the true followers of God.  



 

 

 

162 

Flying The Sabbath Flag 

 

The beast of Revelation 13:11-18 will inspire people to create an “image to the beast.” This image or 

likeness to the first beast will enforce worship and religious laws by the power of the state. The Christians 

church of the middle ages had done the same thing, that is why it is an image of the first beast.  

 

With the Sabbath being the one commandment that points to God as the Creator, it is easy to see how 

keeping the Sabbath could be the sign of loyalty to God and keeping Sunday could be the sign of loyalty 

to the system of this world. If this scenario is correct, Sabbath and Sunday will be like two flags from two 

powers at war. All who are alive at that time will announce their loyalty by who they obey and which 

“flag” they fly.  

 

During World War II, it would have been considered treason if a person in the United States flew a 

German or Japanese flag. While each flag is simply a piece of material, the colors and symbols on the 

flags represent a particular country. It’s not the material that matters; it is what the flag represents that 

makes all the difference in the world. Imagine someone saying, “I like the symbol on the German flag. I 

would like their flag to represent the United States.” The truth is, no individual has the authority to change 

the United States flag.  

 

In the same way, the issue concerning Sabbath and Sunday is not simply a matter of time. It’s not 

simply a matter of days. The questions is, “What do the days represent? Whom do they point to? Who has 

the authority to set aside a day as holy?”  

 

The Sabbath points to God as the Creator of the world and the One who makes us holy. Those who 

remember the Sabbath will be honoring the God who made it holy. 

 

Sunday points to man’s attempt to play God, for the only One who has the authority to make 

something holy is God. Those who honor Sunday will be honoring man’s authority, for there is no 

Biblical evidence that God made Sunday holy. 

  

Those who fly the Sabbath flag will be saying to the universe, “Without Jesus, I can do nothing. I owe 

everything to Him. He has created me, forgiven me, and given me eternal life. He sustains me, provides 

for my needs and creates within me the fruit of the Spirit, which is ‘love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.’ Galatians 5:22,23. Since He is the Author of 

life, I do not need to be afraid, even if this world threatens to kill me. I have surrendered my life to God 

and choose to obey and serve Him out of a loving appreciation for all He has done and is doing to save 

me from all aspects of the sin problem.” 

 

Those who fly the Sunday flag will be saying to the universe, “We cannot trust the Bible. If we are 

going to survive in life, we need to obey the laws of man. We also need to accept the supernatural 

miracles as evidence that God's message has changed. To prevent God's anger from further destroying us, 

we need to force everyone to follow the new world order. Those who refuse must be put to death.” 
 

We Are To Obey God Rather Than Men 

 

It would be helpful to remember that God’s followers have often been threatened when they refuse to 

go along with man-made rules and traditions.  

 

Peter - When the disciples were commanded to not “teach in the name of Jesus,” Peter responded: 

“We ought to obey God rather than men.” After they were beaten and let go, they went on their way, 

“rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.” Acts 5:28,29,41.  
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Daniel - Daniel was told to stop praying to God or he would be thrown to the lions. He knew He 

could not live without God, so he continued to pray, trusting God to watch over him. When he was 

thrown into the lion's den, he was not hurt. In Daniel 6:22, He told the king,  

 

"My God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths, so that they have not hurt me, because I was 

found innocent before Him; and also, O king, I have done no wrong before you." 

 

Daniel's 3 friends – Shadrack, Meshach, and Abed-Nego were confronted with a similar choice. 

They were told to bow down before an image or be thrown into a hot furnace. They chose to worship and 

obey God. They were willing to accept the consequences, even if it meant death. 

 

"Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver 

us from your hand, O king. But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your 

gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up.  

 

"Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and the expression on his face changed toward Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abed-Nego. He spoke and commanded that they heat the furnace seven times more 

than it was usually heated. And he commanded certain mighty men of valor who were in his army 

to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, and cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 

 

"Then these men were bound in their coats, their trousers, their turbans, and their other garments, 

and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. Therefore, because the king's command 

was urgent, and the furnace exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego.... Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose 

in haste and spoke, saying to his counselors,  

 

"'Did we not cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?'  

 

"They answered and said to the king, 'True, O king.' 

 

"'Look!' he answered, 'I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, 

and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.' Then Nebuchadnezzar went near the mouth of 

the burning fiery furnace and spoke, saying, 'Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, servants of the 

Most High God, come out, and come here.'  

 

"Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego came from the midst of the fire. And the satraps, 

administrators, governors, and the king's counselors gathered together, and they saw these men on 

whose bodies the fire had no power; the hair of their head was not singed nor were their garments 

affected, and the smell of fire was not on them. 

 

"Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, 'Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, 

who sent His Angel and delivered His servants who trusted in Him, and they have frustrated the 

king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they should not serve nor worship any god except their 

own God!" Daniel 3:17-28.  

 

From a human standpoint, it often seems foolish to obey God. However, from the perspective of 

eternity, it is always foolish to disobey Him. Those who believe God's Word and promises are able to say 

yes to Him, even when threatened with pain and death. 
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Total Dependence Upon God 

 

As a sign of Creation and Redemption, the Sabbath stands for man's total dependence upon God. For 

without Him, we wouldn't even be alive today, let alone have the hope of eternal life. Even those who 

reject God owe their very existence to Him because He created and redeemed them.  

 

Just as mankind had nothing to do with creation, so mankind had nothing to do with redeeming the 

world. Just before Jesus died on the cross, He cried out, "It is finished." He had completed the work 

necessary to redeem the human race and qualify them for eternal life.  

Then He "rested" in the tomb on the Sabbath, just as He had rested on the Sabbath after He "finished" 

His work of creating the world.  

 

Mankind began life by receiving the finished work of creation and resting with God. Each person 

begins their spiritual life by receiving the finished work of redemption and resting in Christ. Those who 

choose to keep the seventh day as the Sabbath confess that Jesus is their Savior and Lord, as well as their 

Creator. They recognize they are totally dependent upon Him for life, now and forever. 

 

Satan hates the Sabbath, for he knows his power is broken when its true meaning is understood. His 

weapons of fear and deception lose their hold on people when they experience God's unconditional love, 

His inner peace and joy, and the assurance of eternal life through Jesus. The weekly Sabbath is a constant 

reminder that we are to "rest" in God's salvation every day.  

 

"Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to have 

come short of it. For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which 

they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it. For we who have 

believed do enter that rest … 

 

"'Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.' There remains therefore a rest for 

the people of God. For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as 

God did from His." Hebrew 4:1-3; 7-10. 

 

A Great Time Of Trouble 

 

Just before Jesus returns, the world will face the greatest crisis ever. "And there shall be a time of 

trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, even to that time. And at that time your people shall 

be delivered, every one who is found written in the book." Daniel 12:1. 

 

For the people of God, that time is compared to the struggle Jacob had. "For that day is great, so that 

none is like it; and it is the time of Jacob's trouble, but he shall be saved out of it." Jer. 30:7. 

 

Jacob was in turmoil because his brother Esau was advancing with 400 men to destroy him and his 

family. He turned to God in prayer. In answer to his prayer, Jesus came to help. But not knowing who had 

come, Jacob began to fight out of fear. Jesus chose to say nothing, allowing Jacob the time to decide 

whether he would trust his feelings or the promises of God. He wanted to give him the freedom to believe 

or doubt God, to accept or reject Him. 

 

Jacob Reviews God's Promises - "O God... who said to me, 'Return to your country and to your 

family, and I will deal well with you': I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies and... truth 

which You have shown Your servant; for I crossed over this Jordan with my staff, and now I have 

become two companies. Deliver me, I pray,... from the hand of Esau; for I fear him, lest he come 

and attack me.... For You said, 'I will surely treat you well, and make your descendants as the 

sand of the sea.'....  
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A Time Of Trouble - "Then Jacob was left alone; and a Man wrestled with him until the breaking 

of day. Now when He saw that He did not prevail against him, He touched the socket of his hip; 

and the socket of Jacob's hip was out of joint as He wrestled with him.  And He said, 'Let Me go, 

for the day breaks.' But he said, 'I will not let You go unless You bless me!'  

 

A New Name - "So He said to him, 'What is your name?' He said, 'Jacob.' And He said, 'Your 

name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have struggled with God and with men, 

and have prevailed.'.... And He blessed him there. And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: 

'For I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.' Gen. 32:9-30. 
 

Lessons From The Life Of Job 

 

The story of Job also helps us understand what the issue is at the end of time. In the story we are told 

that Satan appeared before God representing the earth. He considered the whole earth under his power. 

God asked, "Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless 

and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?"  

 

Satan accused Job of serving God for selfish reasons. "You have blessed the work of his hands... But 

now, stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your face!"  

 

God responded, "Behold, all that he has is in your power." Job 1:8-12. 

 

Job lost everything: his family, his possessions, and his wealth. And then his wife encouraged him to 

curse God and die. She thought God was not worth serving if He was going to do this to one of His 

children. Even though Job did not understand what was happening, he didn't turn his back on God.  

 

Trusting God's Promises Or Our Feelings 

 

Jesus faced a similar challenge. On the cross He felt totally forsaken by His own Father. He cried out, 

"My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" Matthew 27:46.  

 

Like Jacob and Job, Jesus had to ask, "Should I trust my feelings that tell me I have been abandoned 

and try to save myself? Or should I trust the promises God has already given me?" Jesus chose to trust the 

promises and pray, "Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit." Luke 23:46.  

 

We must face the very same issue. Will we trust God and His promises or our own feelings and 

wisdom? Do we serve God for selfish reasons? If we lost everything and all we had was Jesus, would 

Jesus be enough?  

 

Satan will test us to find out. Instead of being afraid of such a time, we can dwell on the promises 

God has given: "Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before 

the presence of His glory with exceeding joy." Jude 24. 

 

We can also be thankful that our lives can bring honor and glory to the One who has loved us with an 

everlasting love. 

 

In our next study we will look at the second coming of Jesus and the seven last plagues. The plagues 

are referred to as the wrath of God being poured out without mixture. In lesson 7 we studied that God’s 

wrath relates to the choices people have made. He allows people to suffer the consequences of their own 

choices. How do the seven last plagues relate to the choices people have made?  
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A World In Crisis - The 7 Last Plagues 

 

Read Revelation 15 - 18 

 
All Scripture is quoted from the New King James Version 
And is used by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers 

 

 

 

Review: The Mark of the beast 

 

The strongest warning in all of the Bible is found in the third message in Revelation 14. While the 

first message invites everyone to worship the Creator, the third message warns people to avoid 

worshiping the beast and his image. In practical terms, the one we choose to obey is the one we worship. 

During the final crisis, everyone will choose God or Satan. There will be no middle ground. Some will 

receive "the seal of God" and the rest will receive "the mark of the beast." 

 

The seal and name of God are placed on the forehead of God's true followers. Instead of being a 

literal mark, the seal simply means these people are so settled into God's love and truth that nothing can 

shake their faith in Him. Being united with God, their characters reflect His character. So God is able to 

say, "Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith 

of Jesus." Revelation 14:12. In other words, "No matter what happens, these people will trust and 

represent me." 

 

When we compare verses that talk about the mark of the beast, we notice that it consists of either the 

"name of the beast" or "the number of his name". While the beast is not given a name in chapter 13, the 

enemy is always referred to as Babylon in chapters 14-18.  Concerning Babylon we read that: 

  

 God calls people out of her for she has fallen from the truth of the gospel. 

 She relies on political power to try to enforce morality and spirituality. 

 She deceives people through miracles performed by Satan and his angels. 

 She is the mother of harlots and abominations on the earth.  

 

Those who receive the mark or "name of the beast" will obey a religious and political system that 

establishes laws to enforce worship that is contrary to the Bible. Those who choose to "keep the 

commandments of God" will not be able to buy or sell and will be threatened with death. In contrast, 

those who choose to obey man's laws will find themselves breaking God's commandments and suffer 

from the seven last plagues. See the chart in lesson 13. 

 

In contrast to the call to worship the Beast, God calls everyone to "worship Him who made heaven 

and earth, the sea and springs of water." Revelation  14:7. This call to worship God as the Creator is a 

direct reference to the Sabbath commandment in Exodus 20:8-11. The weekly Sabbath was set aside as a 

constant reminder that God is our Creator and also the One who makes us holy and qualified for heaven. 

Exodus 31:13,17.  

 

Satan hates the Sabbath, for he knows his power is broken when its true meaning is understood and 

experienced in the light of the gospel. That is why Satan is “enraged with,” and has declared war against 

those “who keep the commandments of God.” Revelation 12:17.   

 

Considering Satan's hatred for the Sabbath, it should not be a surprise that he has worked hard to 

make the church forget the one commandment that begins with the word “remember.” God's law has not 

changed, but the church has tried to change it. In Daniel 7:25 God predicted that would happen.  



 

 

 

169 

Satan will try to promote Sunday as his counterfeit Sabbath and seek to lead the whole world to obey 

and worship him, instead of God. Several factors lead to this conclusion: 

 

1. Satan hates those who keep God’s commandments. He declares war against them. Rev. 12:17. 

2. God identifies His true followers as those who keep His commandments. Rev. 14:12 

3. God calls the world to worship Him as the Creator. Rev. 14:7 

4. God created the Sabbath as a constant reminder that He created us. Ex. 20:8-11; 31:17 

5. The “beast” of Revelation 13 is the Roman Catholic System. 

6. The Roman Catholic system has claimed responsibility for changing the Sabbath to Sunday. 

7. They refer to this change as a “mark” of their authority and proof that the Bible is not a sufficient 

guide for truth. 

8. Taking advantage of social, political, and economic chaos, Satan will inspire deceptive miracles 

and teachings to convince the world to uphold Sunday as a counterfeit Sabbath.  

9. The powers of Revelation 13 will threaten an economic boycott and even death for everyone that 

refuses to worship the beast by receiving the “mark” of the beast. Rev. 13:15-17. 

10. Those who receive the mark of the beast will experience the seven last plagues. 

 

Those who follow the Bible as their guide will recognize Satan's counterfeit and keep the Sabbath 

holy as a sign of their faith in God as their Creator and Redeemer. 

 

Throughout history, various means have been used to test the loyalty of people on this earth. In each 

situation, the choices people made revealed whether their faith was in God's Word and promises or in 

human wisdom and strength. Because of these ten factors, it seems very clear that the Sabbath will be the 

outward sign of loyalty to God and faith in Jesus in the final crisis of earth's history.   

  

In the final test, Sabbath and Sunday will be like two flags from two powers at war. All who are alive 

at that time will announce their loyalty by who they obey and which "flag" they fly. Since the Sabbath is a 

sign that God alone is the One who makes us holy, those who keep the Sabbath will recognize that there 

is nothing they can do to make themelves more acceptable to God. They will obey Him out of love and a 

desire to glorify Him. 

 

Three Reasons for the Seven Last Plagues 

 

God warns that those who receive the Mark of the Beast will "drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 

which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation." Rev. 14:10. Revelation 15:1 reveals that 

the "seven last plagues" are the fulfillment of the promised wrath of God. "Then I saw another sign in 

heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels having the seven last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is 

complete." We can list several reasons why God sends the seven last plagues: 

 

#1. Justice - In response to the announcement about the plagues, those who have gained the victory 

over the beast "sing the song of Moses,… and… the Lamb, saying: 'Great and marvelous are Your works, 

Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints!'" Rev. 15:3. 

 

When we studied the seven seals (study guide seven), we noticed that the wrath of God can be 

defined as God giving people up to suffer the consequences of their own choices. The plagues are 

considered just and righteous, because God is simply giving what the followers of the beast have chosen.  
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For example, during the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 plagues, the rivers and seas turn to blood. Then an angel says, 

 

"You are righteous, O Lord, The One who is and who was and who is to be, Because You have 

judged these things. For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and You have given them 

blood to drink. For it is their just due." Rev. 16:5,6. 

 

#2. Expose the enemy’s lies - The plagues reveal the truth about the beast and it's image, showing 

they have deceived the world. They promised life, health and prosperity to those who worshiped the 

beast, and an economic boycott and death to those who chose to obey and worship God. During the 

plagues the people of God are provided for, while the health and prosperity of the wicked are destroyed.   

 

#3. There’s nothing more God can do - The plagues also reveal there is nothing that God can do to 

help those who have chosen to reject Him. Often trials are the only thing that will lead people to humble 

themselves and repent. But during the plagues, the followers of the beast continue to reject God and 

blaspheme His name. 

 

Overview of the Plagues 

 

Because the plagues are still future, it is important for us to remember the principle that Jesus shared 

with His disciples, "And now I have told you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may 

believe." John 14:29. When the plagues do fall, it will be a tough time for everyone on earth. Being 

familiar with these prophecies will bring courage to the people of God, for they will be reminded that God 

is in control and that He will be returning to the earth very soon. 

 

Plague Bible 

Passage 

Summary Significance 

1st  Rev. 16:1,2 Terrible sore Reveals the limitations of the world's "miracles". 

During the 5th plague the sore's are still causing 

pain. But the people who have the sore continue to 

blaspheme God and refuse to repent.  

2nd Rev. 16:3 Sea like blood The living creatures in the sea die, causing stench. It 

also disrupts commerce and trade, creating 

economic strife. 

3rd Rev. 16:4 Rivers like blood Water that brings life is turned to blood in response 

to their blood-thirsty desire to kill those who obey 

God. 

4th Rev. 16:8,9 Sun scorches the 

earth 

In the midst of the miserable conditions, the 

followers of the beast blaspheme God and refuse to 

repent. The world wanted to worship the sun's day, 

so the sun is allowed to shine very brightly. 

5th Rev. 16:10,11 Darkness  Darkness is allowed to fall upon the kingdom of the 

beast. Having rejected the light of the gospel, they 

are allowed to experience the despair that darkness 

brings. 

6th Rev. 16:12-16 Drying up of the 

Euphrates River 

The support of the people for the beast is dried up. 

The spirits of demons work miracles to regain their 

support and unleash a final major attack against God 

and His followers. This final attack is referred to as 

the battle of Armageddon. The people of God are 

encouraged to hold on, for Jesus will come soon. 

7th Rev. 16:17-21 Earthquake, 

lightning, and 

hailstorms 

In response to the attack by the enemy, God sends 

the final plague that brings great destruction on the 

earth and protects the people of God. 
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Drying up of the River Euphrates 
 

In study guide number 9, we looked at who the dragon, beast and false prophet were and how they 

had declared war against God and His followers. Here we will focus on the meaning of the Euphrates 

river drying up. 

 

In Revelation 17, "one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls" explains to John why the 

plagues fell upon the beast and its image. He also reveals the meaning of the river. 

 

"Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, with whom the 

kings of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the 

wine of her fornication.... On her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE 

GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.... The 

waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues." 

Revelation 17:1,2,15. 

 

Ancient Babylon literally sat upon the river Euphrates, for the water flowed through the city. With an 

unlimited water supply and enough food to last for 3 years, the citizens of ancient Babylon felt the city 

was invincible. Instead of watching carefully when the Medes and Persians surrounded the city, they 

threw a huge party. See Daniel 5. The soldiers dug a huge trench to divert the water long enough, so the 

army could go under the gates and get into the city. The drying up of the literal river led to the overthrow 

of ancient Babylon. 

 

Revelation takes this story and uses it as an illustration of how spiritual Babylon will fall. The harlot 

is referred to as spiritual Babylon, the source of all kinds of evil. The water is symbolic of all the support 

she receives from people of every nation. In the sixth plague the "river" dries up. This means the support 

of the people dries up for this end time religious system. After five plagues, the people realize they have 

been led down the wrong path. 

 

Not wanting to give up easily, Satan marshals his forces and sends out his demons to work more 

miraculous signs before the "kings of the earth." He does this to regain support and lead the people to 

carry out the final destruction of the people of God 

.  

“Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so 

that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs 

coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the 

false prophet. For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the 

earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty…. And 

they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.” Revelation 16:12-16. 

 

Revelation 17 tells us that "ten kings... receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast. These 

are of one mind, and they will give their power and authority to the beast. These will make war with 

the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those 

who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful." Revelation 17:12-14. 

 

The kings of the earth make a final, desperate attempt to survive by surrendering their power and 

authority to the beast to make war against the people of God. In Revelation 13 we are told a threat will be 

made to kill all who refuse the mark of the beast. 

 

Knowing His followers are facing this difficult crisis, God sends a message in the midst of the sixth 

plague, “Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk 

naked and they see his shame.”  Revelation 16:15.  
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The Second Coming Is Not A Secret 

 

It is important to notice that Jesus returns to the earth at the end of the plagues, rather than before 

them. When He says, “Behold, I am coming as a thief,” He is talking about how a thief comes 

unexpectedly, not silently Some have used the “thief in the night” metaphor to say that Jesus will come 

silently and secretly to take away Christians before the seven last plagues so they won’t have to endure 

them. When we compare other New Testament references where this phrase is used, we notice that they 

always refer to the time when Jesus comes, rather than to the manner of His coming. 

 

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and 

with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain 

shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall 

always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.” 

 

“But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. For 

you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. For when they 

say, ‘Peace and safety!’ then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant 

woman. And they shall not escape.” 

 

“But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. You are all 

sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, 

as others do, but let us watch and be sober.” 1 Thessalonians 4:16-5:6.   

  

“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward 

us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord 

will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the 

elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.” 

 

“Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy 

conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 

heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?” 2 Pet. 3:9-12. 

 

In each reference, the Bible emphasizes that we don’t know exactly when Jesus will come. Therefore 

we need to be ready at all times. Those who continue to watch will not be caught by surprise. Instead of 

being secret, Peter says the second coming of Jesus will there will be a great noise.  

 

The Second Coming Is Not A Secret Rapture 

 

Jesus compared the second coming to the destruction that occurred during the flood. It is important to 

notice this comparison especially in the context of a idea that become popular called the “secret rapture.” 

Those who teach this concept will point to Matthew 24 and Luke 17 as proof that the righteous will be 

taken to heaven and the wicked left on earth for a while longer. The context reveals the exact opposite. 

 

“But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days 

before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that 

Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the 

coming of the Son of Man be.”  

 

“Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding 

at the mill: one will be taken and the other left. Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your 

Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would 

come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. Therefore you also be 

ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” Matthew 24:37-44. 
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Notice that the wicked are referred to when Jesus says, “the flood came and took them all away.” He 

then says the end of the world will be similar. The people who are taken are the ones who are destroyed. 

We can see this even more clearly in Luke 17. 

 

“And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man: They ate, they 

drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and 

the flood came and destroyed them all. Likewise as it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they 

drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built; but on the day that Lot went out of Sodom it 

rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all….” 

 

“Even so will it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed. In that day, he who is on the 

housetop, and his goods are in the house, let him not come down to take them away. And likewise the 

one who is in the field, let him not turn back. Remember Lot's wife. Whoever seeks to save his life 

will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it.” 

 

“I tell you, in that night there will be two men* in one bed: the one will be taken and the other will be 

left. Two women* will be grinding together: the one will be taken and the other left. Two men* will 

be in the field: the one will be taken and the other left.”  

 

And they answered and said to Him, ‘Where, Lord?’ So He said to them, ‘Wherever the body is, 

there the eagles will be gathered together.’” Luke 17:26-37.  (* The words in italics in the KJV and 

NKJV are added by the translators and were not in the original Greek.) 

 

The disciples ask the obvious question, “Lord, where are the people taken? If they are taken some 

place, where are they going? 

 

Jesus answers, “Where the body is, there the eagles will be gathered together.” In other words, the 

birds gather around to eat the bodies that are slain. This same idea is mentioned in Revelation 19, where 

we read about the wedding feast of the Lamb and the feast of the birds. The righteous are invited to the 

marriage supper, while the wicked are the food for the birds. 

 

“Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife 

has made herself ready. And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the 

fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Then he said to me, Write: ‘Blessed are those who are 

called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’” Revelation 19:7-9. 

 

“Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that 

fly in the midst of heaven, ‘Come and gather together for the supper of the great God, that you may 

eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those 

who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great.’” Revelation 

19:17,18.  

 

It is much better to be at the marriage supper of the Lamb, than to be the feast for the birds! 

 

A Great Time of Trouble 
 

The events of the last days will be traumatic ones. Daniel describes them as being the worst days of 

human history since there was a nation, or since the time of the flood. For the nations as we know them 

today began soon after the flood.   

  

“At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people; 

and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, even to that time. And 

at that time your people shall be delivered, every one who is found written in the book.” Daniel 12:1. 
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This will be a challenging time for everyone. Those who trust in God will find hope in the promise 

that God will deliver them. Since the plagues fall only on those who receive the mark of the beast, we 

know that God will miraculously provide for the needs of the righteous during this difficult time. And 

when they are threatened with death (see Revelation 13:15), God will protect them and rescue them by 

means of the seventh plague and the second coming of Jesus.  

 

The seven last plagues will cause much suffering and devastate the earth: 

 

 Natural resources on the earth will become scarce when the waters turn to blood.  

 The sun scorching the earth and then turning dark will wreak havoc with life in general.  

 Large hailstones or meteors will crash into the earth crushing everything they hit.  

 A huge earthquake shakes the earth, causing mountains and islands to be moved. 

 

While it is clear that God is sending the plagues, He may combine His Divine intervention with 

natural consequences arising from things like global warming. Scientists will certainly try to understand 

and explain the events, but everyone will be helpless to do anything about them.  
 

Hope For The Righteous, Fear For The Wicked 
 

Being familiar with the prophecies in Daniel and Revelation will bring courage to the people of God, 

for they will be reminded that God is in control and that He will be returning to the earth very soon. Those 

who have rejected God will be filled with fear and pain. However, instead of repenting, they will 

blaspheme God. This shows that even in a time of crisis, these people will not turn to God.  

 

Jesus referred to this time of panic and fear in Luke 21:25-28: 

 

“And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, 

with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them from fear and the 

expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of heaven will be 

shaken.” 

 

“Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when these 

things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near.” 

 

Jesus encourages those who trust in Him to look up, to be filled with courage, for their redemption is 

very near. By focusing on the promises of God, they are able to experience peace, even when all earthly 

support is cut off. Every trial is an opportunity to learn that God’s promises are faithful and reliable. The 

more we test them, the greater our faith becomes. 

  

“Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” 

Matthew 6:33.  

 

“I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of 

being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in 

want. I can do everything through him who gives me strength.”  

 

“My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  

Philippians 4:12,13, 19. 
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The Plagues, Armageddon, and The Second Coming 
 

During the sixth plague, the support of the people for “Babylon” begins to “dry up.” After five 

devastating plagues, those who worshiped the beast begin to realize they have been deceived. Satan will 

then try to regain their support by working miracles and convincing them to continue their fight against 

God in the Battle of Armageddon. (See Lesson 9) 

 

The Battle of Armageddon is a spiritual war between God and Satan. Satan’s followers will make 

threats against God’s followers, trying to destroy them. God will respond to protect and deliver His 

people. The Hebrew word means “mountain of Megiddo,” which points to Mount Carmel. In the Old 

Testament, Mount Carmel was the place of another spiritual battle between good and evil. 

 

In response to the threats of the wicked against His followers, Jesus will come in the clouds with 

power and great glory to deliver those who have trusted in Him. Then the wicked cry out in terror, calling 

for the rocks and mountains to fall on them. During the seventh plague, the final destruction occurs with 

lightning, huge hailstones crashing to the ground, and the greatest earthquake to ever rock the earth. 

 

“At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will 

mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.” 

Matthew 24:30. 

 

“There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole 

moon turned blood red, and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when 

shaken by a strong wind. The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was 

removed from its place.” 

 

“The kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave 

and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, and said to the 

mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from 

the wrath of the Lamb!’” Revelation 6:12-16. 

 

God will honor their choice and they will die.  

 

“Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple of 

heaven, from the throne, saying, ‘It is done!’ And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; 

and there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men 

were on the earth.…”  

 

“Then every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. And great hail from heaven fell 

upon men, each hailstone about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God because of the plague of 

the hail, since that plague was exceedingly great.” Revelation 16:17-21. 

 

In Revelation 19, Jesus is pictured as riding on a white horse to make war against those who have 

declared war against Him and His followers. He rules with a rod of iron and strikes the nations with the 

sword that is in His mouth. The rod of iron symbolizes the shepherd’s rod that is strong and unbreakable. 

It is used to guide His sheep as well as to protect them from their enemies. The sword in His mouth 

represents His powerful Word. (See Hebrews 4:12,13.) 

 

“Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful 

and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on 

His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. He was 

clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.”  
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“And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 

Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself 

will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 

Almighty God. And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND 

LORD OF LORDS.”  

 

“And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, 

‘Come, gather together for the great supper of God, so that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, 

and mighty men, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, small and 

great.’” 

 

“Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war 

against the rider on the horse and his army. But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet 

who had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who 

had received the mark of the beast and worshiped his image. The two of them were thrown alive into 

the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 

 

“The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and 

all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh.” Revelation 19:11-21. 

 

The second coming of Jesus brings hope and joy to the righteous, for He comes as the Savior and 

Deliverer. For the wicked, the second coming creates fear and terror, for they have “loved darkness rather 

than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to 

the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.” John 3:19,20. They would rather die than face Jesus, so they 

call for the rocks and mountains to fall on them. 
 

Babylon Destroyed 

 

When we compare the seventh plague (Revelation 16:17-21) with the sixth seal (Revelation 6:12-16), 

we realize they are related, for both of them describe a great earthquake. The sixth seal also describes 

falling stars or meteors, which may be another way to describe the hailstones that have the weight of a 

talent. A talent weighs approximately 100 pounds. If these indeed were meteors that hit the earth, it would 

bring great destruction. Revelation 18 describes what is left, chaos and total destruction. The reason for 

the destruction is also revealed: 

 

“After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the 

earth was illuminated with his glory. And he cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, ‘Babylon the 

great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, 

and a cage for every unclean and hated bird!’” 

 

“‘For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the earth have 

committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich through the 

abundance of her luxury.’”  

 

“And I heard another voice from heaven saying, 'Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her 

sins, and lest you receive of her plagues. For her sins have reached to heaven, and God has 

remembered her iniquities.’” Revelation 18:1-5. 

 

Knowing that people will be reading this ahead of time, God urges everyone to realize the danger and 

come out of Babylon, “the mother of harlots and abominations of the earth.” Revelation 17:5. As we 

studied in an earlier lesson, Babylon is any organization or belief system that has rejected the gospel as 

the power of God to save people from all aspects of the sin problem. As a result, they turn to human 

wisdom and strength to try to overcome the evil in society.  
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Coming out of Babylon 
 

Coming out of Babylon means: 

 

 Accepting Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

 Accepting His plan for life as revealed in the Bible, rather than our own ideas.   

 Loving and following the truth; rejecting popular traditions that contradict the Bible. 

 Being willing to suffer in this world for righteousness sake. See Matthew 5:10-12. 

 Seeking “first the kingdom of God and His righteousness" and trusting God to provide for our 

needs. Matthew 6:33. 

 Believing that the fruit of the Spirit is what makes life worth living, rather than the pleasures of 

this world. See Galatians 5:22,23; Hebrew 11:24-26. 

 

While coming out of Babylon and following God may not be easy, it is always easier than following 

Satan. Babylon promises economic security and life to those who follow her, but she is unable to fulfill 

her promises. The plagues will fall on those who receive the mark of the beast.  

 

In contrast, God promises to provide for our needs when we put our trust in Him. Everyone will have 

to answer for themselves, "Who can I trust?" Many believe that Psalm 91 has a special application to the 

last days of earth's history. 

 

"He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I 

will say of the Lord, 'He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him I will trust.' Surely He shall 

deliver you from the snare of the fowler And from the perilous pestilence. He shall cover you with 

His feathers, And under His wings you shall take refuge; His truth shall be your shield and buckler. 

 

"You shall not be afraid of the terror by night, Nor of the arrow that flies by day, nor of the pestilence 

that walks in darkness, nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday. A thousand may fall at your 

side, and ten thousand at your right hand; but it shall not come near you. Only with your eyes shall 

you look, and see the reward of the wicked. 

 

"Because you have made the Lord, who is my refuge, Even the Most High, your dwelling place, No 

evil shall befall you, nor shall any plague come near your dwelling; For He shall give His angels 

charge over you, to keep you in all your ways." Psalm 91:1-11. 

 

God's Grace Is Sufficient 
 

It is important to notice that God gives us inner peace in the midst of the trials. The world's peace is 

based upon everything going smoothly, so it comes and goes based upon the circumstances.  

 

"Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your 

heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." John 14:27. 

 

"These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have 

tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." John 16:33. 

 

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 

requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.... And my God shall supply all your need according to 

His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:6,7. 
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"Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon 

you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 

My yoke is easy and My burden is light." Matthew 11:28-30. 

 

"But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 

Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for 

the day is its own trouble." Matthew 6:33,34. 

 

From his own experience, Paul lets us know how God works in the midst of difficult times. The 

following three passages of scripture give a fuller picture. As you read, notice several things.  

 

1. Paul said that God will not allow us to be tempted beyond what we are able to bear.  

2. But then he says he faced a trial that seemed "beyond measure, above strength, so that we 

despaired even of life."  

3. There are many trials that are beyond what we can bear by ourselves. But with God's strength, 

grace and providence, we are able to handle whatever comes our way. Sometimes God's plan of 

deliverance is the wonderful promise of the resurrection. 

 

"No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not 

allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of 

escape, that you may be able to bear it." 1 Corinthians 13:10. 

 

"For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble which came to us in Asia: that we 

were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even of life. Yes, we had the 

sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead, 

who delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver us; in whom we trust that He will still 

deliver us." 2 Corinthians 1:8,9. 

 

"And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh 

was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure.  Concerning this 

thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me.  

 

“And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.’ 

Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for 

Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong." 2 Corinthians 2:7-10. 

 

Learning to trust God’s providence and wisdom is the most important lesson we have to learn as 

Christians. Through various trials and circumstances, God seeks to provide us with opportunities to grow 

and test His promises. As we learn that He is faithful, our faith in God increases. Abraham’s experience 

provides a wonderful illustration of developing faith. 
 

Abraham’s Developing Faith 
 

God called Abraham to leave his home and relatives to follow Him. It is interesting to note that the 

area where Abraham was living was later known as Babylon. God then promised to make him the father 

of a great nation that would be a great blessing to all of the families of the earth. 

 

“Now the LORD had said to Abram: ‘Get out of your country, From your family And from your 

father's house, To a land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And 

make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse 

him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Genesis 12:1-3. 
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Even though Abraham was 75 years of age, he still did not have any children. God was promising 

him that he would have children. After about ten years, there still was no child. So Abraham and Sarah 

decided they needed to help God in their own way. Sarah gave permission for Abraham to try to have a 

son through her servant Hagar. This was not God’s plan. They failed because their faith in God was 

beginning to waver. The family experienced the natural consequences of jealousy and disunity, when 

loyalty in the marriage is divided.  As a result of the struggle, God confirmed Sarah’s desire to send  

Hagar and Ishmael away. Breaking God’s laws of life and love will always lead to painful consequences.   

 

Abraham also failed to trust God when he felt his life was in danger. Two times he lied about Sarah, 

calling her his sister instead of his wife. Since Sarah was very beautiful, he was afraid someone would kill 

him in order to have her. While Abraham suffered consequences for his choices, God was still with him, 

helping him through all of the difficulties. Little by little Abraham learned that God’s way was always the 

best. Twenty-five years after the original promise by God, Abraham and Sarah finally had a son. He was a 

miracle child, for Sarah was beyond the ability to have a child naturally. About seventeen years later, God 

tested Abraham’s faith to see if he had learned his lesson. 

 

“Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And 

he said, ‘Here I am.’ Then He said, ‘Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go 

to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall 

tell you.’” Genesis 22:1,2. 

 

Could this really be from God? How could Abraham consider such a request? But he had learned 

from experience that God knew what He was doing and that His way was always best. He remembered 

that Isaac was a miracle child in the first place. He also remembered that God had promised that through 

Isaac, he would be the father of a great nation. Gen. 17:18,19. Abraham placed his trust in God's promise 

and followed through with the command.  

 

“So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with 

him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of 

which God had told him. Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off.” 

Genesis 22:3,4. 

 

Abraham saw the place that God had shown him, confirming that the command was definitely from 

God. God does not ask us to do something without also giving evidence that He is leading. And He 

always gives us the grace and strength to obey whatever He asks us to do. We can be thankful for trials. 

They give us opportunity to see if we are trusting in God or in our own wisdom and strength. 

 

“Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and 

placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. And 

Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the Angel of the Lord called to 

him from heaven and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’  

 

“So he said, ‘Here I am.’” 

 

“And He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear 

God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.’”  

 

“Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its 

horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. 

And Abraham called the name of the place, [Jehovahjirah] The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to 

this day, ‘In the Mount of The Lord it shall be provided.’” Genesis 22:9-14. 
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In the book of Hebrews we are given some insight as to what Abraham was thinking: 

 

“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises 

offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called,’ concluding 

that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a 

figurative sense.” Hebrews 11:17-19. 

 

Learning to trust God and His promises is really what the Christian life is all about. Coming out of 

Babylon means trusting in God’s wisdom, strength and providence, rather than our own. It means 

surrendering to God's will, rather than our own. Jesus had to do this Himself in the garden of Gethsemene. 

With all the pressure, He wasn't sure He could endure the cross. After surrendering to the will of the 

Father, Jesus was strengthened to endure the torture and anguish of the cross. 

 

 

“Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done. 

Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him. And being in agony, He prayed 

more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.”  

Luke 22:42-44. 

 

We too can have the confidence that God will strengthen us to face whatever we will have to endure. 

In our next lesson we will study more about what the Bible has to say about the second coming of Jesus. 

We will also understand the significance and events related to the millennium. 
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A World In Crisis - The 7 Last Plagues 

 

Read Revelation 19-20 

 
All Scripture is quoted from the New King James Version 
And is used by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers 

 

 

 

Review: The Seven Last Plagues 
 

The events of the last days will be traumatic ones. Daniel describes them as being the worst days of 

human history. 

 

“At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people; 

and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, even to that time.  And at 

that time your people shall be delivered, every one who is found written in the book.” Daniel 12:1. 

 

While it will be challenging for everyone, those who trust in God can find hope in the promise that 

God will deliver them.  Since the plagues fall only upon those who receive the mark of the beast, we 

know that God will provide for their needs during this difficult time.  And when God’s people are 

threatened with death  (see Revelation 13:15), God will protect them and rescue them by means of the 

seventh plague and the second coming of Jesus. 

 

The third angel’s message of Revelation 14:9-12 warns the world that those who accept the mark of 

the beast will experience the wrath of God being poured out.  In Revelation 15 and 16 we learn that the 

wrath of God refers specifically to the seven last plagues. 

 

Psalm 91 seems to have a special application to this time, for it promises that the plagues will not 

come near those who place their trust in God. 

 

“Because you have made the Lord, who is my refuge, even the Most High, your dwelling place, no 

evil shall befall you, nor shall any plague come near your dwelling; for He shall give His angels charge 

over you, to keep you in all your ways….. Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore I will deliver 

him; I will set him on high, because he has known My name. He shall call upon Me, and I will answer 

him; I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him and honor him.  With long life I will satisfy him, and 

show him My salvation.” Psalm 91:9-16. 

 

There are several reasons God sends the plagues: 

 

1. Justice - The plagues are considered just because God is simply giving what the followers of 

the beast have chosen. "You are righteous, O Lord,…. For they have shed the blood of saints 

and prophets, and You have given them blood to drink. For it is their just due." Rev. 16:5,6. 

 

2. Truth  - The plagues reveal the truth about the beast and it's image, showing they have deceived 

the world. They promised life, health and prosperity to those who worshiped the beast, and an 

economic boycott and death to those who chose to obey and worship God. During the plagues 

the people of God are provided for, while the health and prosperity of the wicked are 

destroyed. 

 

3. Love - The plagues also reveal there is nothing more that God can do to help those who have 

chosen to reject Him. Often trials are the only thing that will lead people to humble themselves 

and repent. But during the plagues, the followers of the beast continue to reject God and 

blaspheme His name. 
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The seven last plagues will devastate the earth.  Natural resources on the earth will become scarce 

when the waters turn to blood.  The sun scorching the earth and then turning dark will wreak havoc with 

life in general.   Besides the devastation, people will continue to suffer from the terrible sores of the first 

plague.  While it is clear that God is sending the plagues, He may combine His divine intervention with 

natural consequences arising from things like global warming.  Scientists will certainly try to understand 

and explain the events, but everyone will be helpless to do anything about them. 

 

Being familiar with the prophecies in the Bible will bring courage to the people of God. They will be 

reminded that God is in control and that He will be returning to the earth very soon.  Those who have 

rejected God will be filled with fear and pain.  However, instead of repenting, they will blaspheme God, 

showing that even in a time of crisis, these people will not turn to God. 

  

During the sixth plague, Jesus encourages those who trust in Him to look up, to be filled with 

courage, for His coming is very near.  By focusing on the promises of God, they are able to experience 

peace, even when all earthly support is cut off. 

 

The Second Coming Of Jesus 
 

The promise that Jesus will return to the earth and resurrect all who have trusted Him is one of the 

greatest truths in the Bible. The plan of salvation would be worthless and incomplete if Jesus did not 

return and bring a complete end of the sin problem.  Because of the perfect life and death of Jesus, those 

who want to live with Him now and throughout eternity are free to do so. 

 

As we study this subject we will learn: 

   

1. The hope and comfort we can have from the promise of Jesus’ return. 

2. What happens on earth just before Jesus returns. 

3. How the plagues and the battle of Armageddon relate to His second coming. 

4. What happens to the people on earth, both the living and those who have died. 

5. What happens during the millennium. 

6. What is the purpose of the millennium. 

  

The Promise - There are many references to the second coming of Jesus in the New Testament. Paul 

refers to it as the “blessed hope” (Titus 2:13) that we can joyfully look forward to. Without the second 

coming of Jesus, there would be little meaning in life today and no hope for the future.  

 

 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are 

many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, you may 

be also.” John 14:1-3 

 

“And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ was offered once to 

bear the sins of many.  To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from 

sin, for salvation.” Hebrews 9:27,28 

 

The Promise Repeated – When Jesus ascended into heaven, the disciples were assured that he 

would return in the same way they saw Him go. It would be a literal, visible return. However, the exact 

timing of the event would not be revealed.  

 

 “Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, ‘Lord, will You at this time 

restore the kingdom to Israel?’” 
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“And He said to them. ‘It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His 

own authority.  But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall 

be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’” 

 

“Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received 

Him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two 

men stood by them in white apparel , who also said, 

 

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from 

you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” Acts 1:6-11 

 

The Promise Doubted And Confirmed – Since so many years have passed by since the promise 

was first given, many people doubt that Jesus will return. Peter warned us that this would happen. Instead 

of seeing an apparent delay as reason to doubt, Peter sees it as more evidence of God’s patience and 

gracious love. For He is not wanting anyone to perish.  

 

“Scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, and saying, ‘Where is the 

promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the 

beginning of creation.’” 

 

“For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth 

standing out of water and in the water, by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded 

with water. But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved 

for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.” 

  

“But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 

thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, 

but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to 

repentance.” 

 

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with 

a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it 

will be burned up.” 2 Peter 3:3-10. 

 

How Should We Then Live - Since Jesus redeemed the whole world, everyone who wants to live 

with Jesus now and throughout eternity can look forward to His coming. They long to experience 

salvation, not only from the penalty and power of sin, but also from the presence of sin that we experience 

all around us. Those who accept Jesus as their Savior are encouraged to live godly lives that we might 

represent Him correctly on this earth. 

 

“Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy 

conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 

heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?” 

 

“Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which 

righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by 

Him in peace, without spot and blameless; and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is 

salvation” 2 Peter 3:11-15. 
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 “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying 

ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 

looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who 

gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His 

own special people, zealous for good works.” Titus 2:11-14 

 

Comfort For The Grieving - The early Christians waited anxiously for Jesus to come back. Many 

of them thought for sure He would come back in their lifetime. Weeks passed, then months and years and 

still Jesus had not returned. When some of their fellow believers died, they wept and mourned. They 

wondered if their loved ones would miss out on the second coming. They wondered what would happen 

to them. Paul tried to comfort them, helping them understand that those who “slept in Jesus” would not 

miss out. They would be resurrected when Jesus returned. They could look forward to a glorious reunion 

with Jesus and their loved ones.  

 

“I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow 

as others who have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring 

with Him those who sleep in Jesus.” 

 

“For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming 

of the Lord will be no means precede those who are asleep.  For the Lord Himself will descend from 

heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.  And the dead in 

Christ will rise first.” 

 

“Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with 

these words.” 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

 

Brand New Bodies - It is very comforting to know that “those who sleep in Jesus” will be 

resurrected when Jesus returns. It is also encouraging to know that all the righteous will be changed at the 

same time. Our corrupted sinful natures will be gone and we will be given brand new bodies that are free 

from sickness or corruption. 

 

 “Behold, I tell you a mystery:  We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—in a moment, in 

the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 

must put on immortality.  So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put 

on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in 

victory.’” 1 Corinthians 15:51-54. 

 

False Teaching Corrected - While Paul had answered the question concerning their loved ones who 

had died, some were still anxious to know when Jesus would return. After years went by, they began to 

spread the idea that Jesus had already returned to the earth in a spiritual form in the person of the Holy 

Spirit. They could argue that Jesus said the Holy Spirit would represent Him on this earth after he went 

back to heaven. John 14:16-27. 

 

However, these people apparently went on to say that Jesus wouldn’t come back physically at all.  

Paul wrote to correct their beliefs and help them understand that the church would have to endure a falling 

away, or a time of apostasy, before Jesus would return physically.  
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This apostasy would be inspired by Satan’s lies and deceptive miracles. Paul then assures us that 

those who receive a love of the truth will not be deceived. Those who have pleasure in unrighteousness 

will end up believing Satan’s lies. 

 

“Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, 

we ask you, not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if 

from us, as though the day of Christ had come.  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day 

will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of 

perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he 

sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. Do you not remember that when I 

was still with you I told you these things?” 

 

“And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. For the mystery 

of lawlessness is already at work; only He who restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.  

And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His 

mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming.” 

 

“The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and 

lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not 

receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  And for this reason God will send them 

strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe 

the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.  2 Thessalonians 2:1-12. 

 

We learned from history and the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation that there has been a “falling 

away.”  In the letters to the “seven churches,” we noticed the downward spiral of the Christian church. In 

those same letters, Jesus appealed to the church to repent and accept His loving counsel. Christians today 

must learn lessons from the past and study the Bible for themselves so they will not be deceived by 

Satan’s deceptions.  

 

Paul assures us that Satan doesn’t have free reign on this earth, for the lawless one is restrained. But 

there will come a time when he is allowed freedom to carry out his masterful deceptions in order “to 

deceive, if possible, even the elect.”  

 

The people who “receive the love of the truth” will not be deceived. The word receive is very 

important. We are not able to create within ourselves a love of the truth. We are naturally selfish and love 

the things of the world. But when we accept Jesus into our lives, the Holy Spirit gives us a new heart. 

Then the old things we once loved are replaced by the love of the truth. As we grow in our walk with 

Jesus, the Holy Spirit will lead us into all truth and continue to reveal things in our lives that need to be 

confessed and repented of. We may not want to give them up or even know how to do so. But when we 

surrender to the truth because it is true, our hearts will change. The chorus, Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus, 

says it well.  

 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus.  

Look full in His wonderful face. 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,  

In the light of His glory and grace. 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

187 

Truth That Has Been Restored 
 

Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would lead people into all truth, individually and collectively. 

Since the Protestant Reformation, people have studied their Bibles carefully, no longer relying upon the 

clergy to tell them what to believe.  Little by little, truth has been brought to light and restored to the 

Christian Church. We can highlight a few of these truths that have been restored: 

 

1. God is the Creator of life and all that is good. Satan rebelled in heaven and was cast to the earth. 

2. Adam and Eve chose to disobey God and join Satan in his rebellion when they ate from the tree 

called “the knowledge of good and evil.” They chose to learn from experience what evil was. 

3. God honored their choice. But because of His great love for us, He took the initiative to save us 

from sin and Satan. This enabled everyone in the human race to have freedom to choose whom 

they would serve. 

4. Jesus chose to become “the last Adam” and be another head and representative of the human 

race.  Through His perfect life and death He redeemed the whole human race.  Since he paid for 

every sin, everyone who chooses to follow Jesus can come to Him just as they are and 

experience God’s love, forgiveness, transforming power, and the gift of eternal life. 

5. Salvation is by grace alone, through faith in Jesus. By grace alone God redeemed us and 

qualified us for heaven.  People experience salvation when they choose to believe the truth God 

has revealed.  Faith does not make us acceptable to God. Jesus’ perfect life and death 

accomplished that. Faith is simply our way of choosing to believe the truth and surrender our 

lives to God. 

6. The goodness and discipline of God lead us to repentance.  When God’s gracious love and 

forgiveness is revealed, it helps us understand there is nothing about God that we need to be 

afraid of. God’s discipline is experienced when we suffer the natural consequences of sin. As a 

result of experiencing the pain of sin, many people seek for something better and turn to God. 

7. When we understand God’s truth and experience His love, we recognize we are free to come to 

God just as we are.  Our part is confession and repentance. Confession is simply being honest 

with God, acknowledging our sinfulness and helplessness. Repentance is choosing to say no to 

sin and surrender our lives to Jesus as our Savior and Lord. 

8. Baptism by immersion is tangible way for us to publicly express our faith in Jesus and our 

decision to surrender our lives to Him as Savior and Lord. Those who have chosen to accept the 

death of Jesus as their death, are “buried” in the water and raised to a new life with Christ. 

9. Communion, with the unleavened bread and grape juice, has been ordained by God as a tangible 

way for us to express our faith in Jesus’ death, resurrection and His second coming.  “For as 

often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.”  I 

Corinthians 11:26 

10. Remembering and keeping the Sabbath on the seventh day of the week is a vital truth that has 

been restored.  It is a tangible way for us to express our faith in Jesus as our Creator and Savior. 

God said the Sabbath is to be a constant reminder that He is the source of life and the only One 

who can make us holy. Exodus 20:8-11; 31:13,17. In the light of Revelation 13 and 14, it is 

especially important that we receive a love of this truth today. 

11. The judgment process has begun and will continue until sin is destroyed. 

12. Jesus will return to this earth to deliver us from the enemy and all the effects of sin. 

13. The truth about death and hell is also very important. This will be covered in our final lesson. 
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The Second Coming And the Millennium 
 

When Jesus returns to the earth, major changes will take place.  So far we have learned that: 

 

1. The righteous who have died will be resurrected and meet God in the air, 

2. The living righteous will also meet God in the air, and 

3. Jesus will take all the righteous back to heaven with Him. 

 

If Jesus takes the righteous back to heaven, several questions naturally arise: 

 

1. How long are the righteous in heaven? 

2. What happens to those who have rejected God? 

3. Doesn’t the Bible say something about the resurrection of the wicked? 

4. What happen on earth during this time? 

5. What happens to Satan and his angels? 

6. What is the purpose of the 1000 years that is often referred to as the millennium? 

7. Doesn’t the Bible say the meek shall inherit the earth? 

 

When we compare Revelation 20 with other parts of the Bible, we are able to answer all of these 

questions.  The 1000 years is often referred to as the millennium, even though the word does not occur in 

the Bible.  The word millennium comes from Latin and simply means 1000 years. 

 

Satan On Earth During The Millennium 
 

In this chapter, John first talks about what happens to Satan and the earth during the millennium.  He 

then shifts his focus to the righteous in heaven.  After that the spotlight changes to the wicked and the 

final phase of the judgment. 

 

“Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great 

chain in his hand.  He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and 

bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a 

seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished.  But 

after these things he must be released for a little while.  Revelation 20:1-3. 

 

The Greek word used for “bottomless pit” is abussos. In the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the 

Old Testament, abussos is used to describe the lifeless world before God created it. 

 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was without form, and void, and 

darkness was on the face of the deep (abussos).  And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of 

the waters.”  Genesis 1:1,2. 

 

After the plagues and the second coming of Jesus, this world will desolate. The righteous will be in 

heaven and the wicked will have died. God gave Jeremiah a picture of the earth during that time. Notice 

how Jeremiah describes the earth and the people during that time. 
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Jeremiah 4:23-28 - The earth: “I beheld the earth, and indeed it was without form, and void; and the 

heavens, they had no light.  I beheld the mountains, and indeed they trembled, and all the hills 

moved back and forth.   beheld, and indeed there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens had 

fled.  I beheld, and indeed the fruitful land was a wilderness, and all it’s cities were broken down at 

the presence of the Lord, by His fierce anger.” 

 

“For thus says the Lord: ‘The whole land shall be desolate; yet I will not make a full end.  For this 

shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above be black, because I have spoken.  I have purposed and 

will not relent, nor will I turn back from it.” 

 

Jeremiah 25:30-33 - The Wicked: “Therefore prophesy against them all these words, and say to 

them: ‘The LORD will roar from on high, and utter His voice from His holy habitation;  he will roar 

mightily against His fold. He will give a shout, as those who tread the grapes, against all the 

inhabitants of the earth. A noise will come to the ends of the earth – For the LORD has a controversy 

with the nations;  He will plead His case with all flesh.  He will give those who are wicked to the 

sword,’ says the LORD.” 

 

“Thus says the LORD of hosts;  ‘Behold, disaster shall go forth from nation to nation, and a great 

whirlwind shall be raised up from the farthest parts of the earth. And at that day the slain of the Lord 

shall be from one end of the earth even to the other end of the earth.They shall not be lamented, or 

gathered, or buried; they shall become refuse on the ground.”’ 

 

Satan and his angels will be bound to this earth with no one to tempt. Here they reap the 

consequences of their actions. By their evil actions and deceptions, they have brought the earth to ruin.   

Now they are stuck here for 1000 years. With no purpose in view, their misery will indeed be great.  At 

the end of the millennium, however, we are told that he will be released for a little while. More about that 

when we talk about the wicked. 

 

The Righteous During The Millennium 
 

In Revelation 20:4-6 the attention shifts to the righteous.  They are pictured in heaven, sitting on 

thrones with judgment being committed unto them. 

 

“And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them.  Then I saw the 

souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had 

not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their 

hands.  And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.” 

 

“But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished.” 

 

“This is the first resurrection.  Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection.  Over 

such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign 

with Him a thousand years.”   Revelation 20:4-6. 

 

While we are not told specifically why judgment is committed to the righteous. But we can easily 

understand the need for it. Through the plan of salvation, God is not only anxious to redeem the human 

race, He is also anxious to make sure all questions are answered so that sin will never rise again. 

 

Since God is all knowing, the judgment process is not necessary for Him to determine who is saved 

and who is lost. He knows the hearts and minds of every living being. Instead, the judgment process helps 

everyone else understand that He has been totally fair and just in all of His dealings with the sin problem. 
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When Jesus returns to the earth, He will bring His reward with Him. In other words, by that time it 

will already be determined who is saved and who is lost. 

 

“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his 

work.”  Revelation 22:12. 

 

“For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward 

each according to his works.”   Matthew 26:27. 

 

From Daniel 7-9 we learned that the judgment process began in 1844 with 1000’s of angels 

observing and participating. 

 

“I watched till thrones were put in place, and the Ancient of Days was seated;  His garment was 

white as snow, and the hair of His head was like pure wool.  His throne was a fiery flame, its wheels 

a burning fire; a fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him.  A thousand thousands 

ministered to Him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him.  The court was seated, and the 

books were opened.  Daniel 7:9,10. 

 

This first phase of the judgment is to help the heavenly beings understand how God is working with 

the human race and feel comfortable with who is going to be allowed into heaven.  

 

A Time For Healing 
 

The second phase of the judgment provides opportunity for the righteous to have all of their 

questions answered. “I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them.”  

Revelation 20:4.  Everyone will have many questions. There may be loved ones not in heaven that we 

thought for sure would have been there. It will be a huge disappointment and we will wonder why. There 

will also be people in heaven that will totally surprise us.  Many have also struggled with why God 

allowed some things to happen on earth. 

 

Since this war between good and evil began in heaven with Lucifer questioning God and promising a 

better way, God is making sure that everyone has the opportunity for all questions to be asked and 

answered.  This ensures that sin will not rise again after it is destroyed.  Everyone who is alive will be 

completely satisfied with how God has dealt with sin and sinners, as well as with those who have 

remained loyal to God. Here is a list of questions that people may ask. 

  

1. God, why did you allow__________________ to happen? 

2. God, why isn’t ______________ here in heaven” 

3. God, how could you have let _________________ in heaven? 

4. God, couldn’t you have done more for __________________? 

5. God, what would have happened if I had chosen to follow you sooner? 

6. God, what did you really mean when the Bible said,”____________________? 

 

 For example, imagine what it will be like when King Manasseh meets people in heaven that he 

killed on earth. The history of his life is an incredible illustration of the amazing grace of God. It also 

illustrates the powerful influence we have on others and the need to serve the Lord from the beginning, 

rather than wait until the very end of our lives. 
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2 Chronicles 33:1-10 - “Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-

five years in Jerusalem.  But he did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to the abominations of the 

nations whom the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel.  For he rebuilt the high places 

which Hezekiah his father had broken down; he raised up altars for the Baals, and made wooden 

images; and he worshiped all the host of heaven and served them.” 

 

“He also built altars in the house of the Lord, of which the Lord had said, ‘In Jerusalem shall My 

name be forever.’  And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the 

Lord.  Also he caused his sons to pass through the fire in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom; he 

practiced soothsaying, used witchcraft and sorcery, and consulted mediums and spiritists.   He did 

much evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke Him to anger….” 

 

“So Manasseh seduced Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do more evil than the nations  

whom the Lord had destroyed before the children of Israel.  And the Lord spoke to Manasseh and his 

people, but they would not listen.  

 

2 Kings 21:16 - “Moreover Manasseh shed very much innocent blood, till he had filled Jerusalem 

from one end to another, besides his sin by which he made Judah sin, in doing evil in the sight of the 

Lord.   

 

2 Chronicles 33:11-17  - “Therefore the Lord brought upon them the captains of the army of the 

king of Assyria, who took Manasseh with hooks, bound him with bronze fetters, and carried him off 

to Babylon.” 

 

“Now when he was in affliction, he implored the Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly before 

the God of his fathers, and prayed to Him; and He received his entreaty, heard his supplication, and 

brought him back to Jerusalem into his kingdom.  Then Manasseh knew that the Lord was God.’ 

 

“After this he… took away the foreign gods and the idol from the house of the Lord, and all the 

altars that he had built in the mount of the house of the Lord and in Jerusalem; and he cast them out 

of the city.” 

 

“He also repaired the altar of the Lord, sacrificed peace offerings and thank offerings on it, and 

commanded Judah to serve the Lord God of Israel.  Nevertheless the people still sacrificed on the 

high places, but only to the Lord their God.” 

 

Many of the Israelites who were killed during Manasseh’s reign will certainly wonder how he ever 

made it to heaven. It would be easy to imagine that Manasseh will express his sorrow for the pain and 

heartache he caused and ask forgiveness from those he killed. It will definitely be a time of healing and 

growth as they forgive him. 

 

There will also be a time of sorrow and loss over those who have lost loved ones for eternity. Before 

the final destruction of the wicked, God allows time for mourning and grieving. While God is able to 

instantly heal someone physically, He is unable to instantly heal people emotionally and spiritually while 

maintaining their freedom to think and choose for themselves. 

 

God has set aside a thousand years for the righteous to “judge,” and in the process to heal and to 

grow.  Notice that it is only after the millennium and the final destruction of the wicked that God will 

wipe away every tear from our eyes. 

 

“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away…. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, 

nor crying.  There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”  Revelation 21:1,4. 
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After The Millennium 
 

As we study Revelation 20, it is important to take a careful look at verses 4-6. A surface reading 

could lead to misunderstanding. 

 

“And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them.  Then I saw the 

souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had 

not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their 

hands.  And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.” Revelation 20:4. 

 

John refers to the righteous when he says “they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.”  

He then focuses on a logical question that might arise. What happens to the rest of the people?  John 

inserts a parenthetical thought regarding the wicked before he continues talking about the righteous. The 

New International Version actually puts parenthesis around the next sentence. 

 

“But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished.”  Rev.20:5. 

 

John now continues talking about the righteous, for they are the ones who are blessed and do not 

experience the second death. 

 

“This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such 

the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 

Him a thousand years.” Revelation 20:5,6. 

 

Jesus had clearly said that both the wicked and the righteous would be resurrected. Now we learn 

that there is a thousand years that separates the two resurrections. Notice why Jesus said the wicked are 

resurrected. 

 

“Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 

and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done 

evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.” John 5:27,28. 

 

Revelation 20:7-15 talks about what happens after the wicked are resurrected.  Verses 7-10 focus on 

what Satan leads them to do. Verses 11-15 focus on the final phase of the judgment with the wicked 

standing before God. 

 

“Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out 

to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them 

together to battle, whose number is as the sand of the sea.  They went up on the breadth of the earth 

and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city.  And fire came down from God out of 

heaven and devoured them.  The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and 

brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are.  And they will be tormented day and night 

forever and ever.”  Revelation 20:7-10 

 

When the wicked are resurrected, Satan leads them to fight against God, the saints and the New 

Jerusalem.  Revelation 21:2 tells us the city came down from heaven. This apparently happens about the 

same time the wicked are resurrected. Then Satan somehow convinces everyone to surround the city in 

their fight against God. 

 

At about the time when the wicked surround the city, God’s “great white throne” is lifted high for 

everyone to see.  The wicked then stand before God and are judged by the things that are written in the 

books.  Revelation 20:11-12. 
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1000 years 
 

1. Satan and his angels are 

bound on the destroyed 

earth. They have nothing to 

do, for there is no one to 

tempt and deceive. 

2. The righteous are in heaven, 

participating in the 

judgment. God is making 

sure all of their questions are 

answered. 

3. The unrighteous remain 

dead. 

Since it has already been decided who is saved and who is lost for eternity, the purpose of this 

judgment must be for the wicked. From this process they will be able to understand why they are lost.  

They will see how their own choices to persistently resist and reject God’s love and truth have caused 

them to lose out on eternal life. 

 

Paul tells us that when everything is said and done, everyone will acknowledge that God has been 

fair and just in His dealing with the human race. 

 

“Therefore God also has highly exalted Him (Jesus) and given Him the name which is above every 

name, that at the name or Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, 

and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father.”  Philippians 2:9-11. 

 

“For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the 

living….  For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  For it is written; ‘As I live, says 

the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God.’  So then each of us 

shall give account of himself to God.”  Rom. 14:9-12 

 

The Final End Of The Wicked 
 

God is not anxious for anyone to perish. He is doing everything He can to communicate love and 

truth to a world that has been manipulated and deceived by Satan. But the day will finally come when He 

will bring a complete end to sin. Those who chose to cling on to sin will perish in the fire. Revelation 

refers to this as the “second death.” 

 

“They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved 

city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them…. The sea gave up the dead 

who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them.  And they were 

judged, each one according to his works.  Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire.  This 

is the second death.  And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.  

Revelation 20:9-15. 

 

In our next lesson we will study further about death, hellfire, and the positive implications of this 

Biblical teaching.  We will also focus on the final end of the righteous in the earth made new. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning of 1000 yrs  
 

1. Jesus returns to the earth. 

2. The righteous meet Jesus in 

the air. Those who had died 

come back to life and those 

who are living are translated. 

3. The unrighteous remain dead 

or die when Jesus returns. 

End of 1000 yrs 
 

1. The New Jerusalem comes down 

from heaven. 

2. The unrighteous are raised and 

Satan deceives them. 

3. The final phase of the judgment  - 

The unrighteous stand before God 

and acknowledge that God is fair 

and just.  

4. Satan & unrighteous attack city. 

5. Fire cleanses the earth, destroying 

Satan, sin and all who loved sin 

more than righteousness. 
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Viewing The World 

From 

God's Perspective 

 

Chapter 16 

Revelation 21-22 
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The gift of God is Eternal Life The wages of sin is Death, 
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The Final Destiny 
 

Read Revelation 21 - 22 
 

All Scripture is quoted from the New King James Version 
And is used by permission of Thomas Nelson Publishers 

 

 

Review: The Second Coming And The Millennium 
 

Jesus promises that He will return to the earth a second time and take His followers back to heaven so 

He can spend eternity with them. John 14:1-3. The plan of salvation would be incomplete if Jesus did not 

return and bring a complete end to the sin problem.  

 

The prophecies in the Bible that have already been fulfilled, prove that the Bible is reliable. We can 

trust the promise that Jesus made when He said, “I will come again.” Paul pointed to the second coming 

of Jesus when he tried to comfort Christians who lost loved ones to death. Those who had “fallen 

asleep…in Jesus” would be resurrected and changed when He returned. The diseased and crippled bodies 

would be made whole again. The sinful nature would be gone. 

 

“…For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and 

with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first… Therefore comfort one another with 

these words.” 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

 

“For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For 

this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.” 1 Corinthians 

15:52,53. 

 

Notice that the righteous meet Jesus in the air. Instead of staying on the earth, Jesus said He would 

take His followers back to heaven with Him. “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” John 14:3. When Jesus returns to the 

earth, the Bible tells us that: 

 

1. The righteous who have died will be resurrected and meet God in the air. 1 Th. 4:13-18. 

2. The living righteous will also meet God in the air.    1 Th. 4:13-18 

3. Jesus will take all the righteous back to heaven with Him.   John 14:1-3 

4. Those who have said no to God will die.     2 Th.1:9; Rv. 6 

5. Those who died previously will remain dead.     Rev. 20:5,7 

6. Satan will be bound to this uninhabited earth for 1000 years.   Rev.. 20:1-3,7 

7. The righteous will have the opportunity to have all questions answered.  Rev. 20:4 

8. After the 1000 years the New Jerusalem comes to earth.    Rev. 20:7; 21:2 

9. After the 1000 years the unrighteous will be resurrected & deceived. Rev. 20:7-9 

10. After the 1000 years the “dead” will be judged.    Rev. 20:11-13 

11. Everyone will acknowledge that Jesus is the Lord, fair and just.   Phil 2:9,10 

12. The fire will destroy sin and cleanse the earth.     Rv. 20; 2 Pet. 3 

13. God will then create a new heaven and earth.     2 Pet. 3:12-13 

14. “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”    Matt. 5:5 
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God is not anxious for anyone to perish. He is doing everything He can to communicate His love and 

truth to a world that has been manipulated and deceived by Satan. But the day will come when He will 

bring a complete end to all sin and sinners who rejected God’s gift of salvation. Many have said that 

instead of bringing a complete end to sin, God keeps sinners alive so that He may torture them throughout 

eternity. If this is true, God could not be described as a loving God. In this lesson we will study what the 

Bible has to say about this important topic. 

 

Eternal Life Is A Gift 
 

The Bible clearly contrasts the final destiny of those who accept Jesus as their Savior and Lord and 

those who reject Him.  

 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16 

 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 

6:23 

 

Notice there are only two options: perishing or everlasting life. They are opposites. Those who want 

Jesus as their Savior from all sin will experience everlasting life. Those who love darkness rather than 

light and refuse to receive a love of the truth will perish in the end. John 3:19; 2 Thesselonians 2:10-12. 

Perish means to die or cease to exist. Since everyone, the righteous and unrighteous die the “first death,” 

this could not be the “wages of sin.” Instead, the Bible repeatedly refers to this first death as a sleep, for it 

is temporary. Jesus said everyone would be resurrected from this first death.  

 

"Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 

and come forth--those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done 

evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.” John 5:28,29. 

 

The wicked will be resurrected to live a short time and then they will perish when they die the 

“second death.” Revelation 20:5,9,14. 

 

It is very important to notice that we experience immortal life or eternal death after the resurrection 

and not when we die the first death. Many people think that everyone has an immortal soul that continues 

to live forever, even if they reject Jesus. The Bible is very clear about this. Notice the four times that the 

word immortality is used in the Bible.  

 

1.  “[God] is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has 

immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor 

and everlasting power.” 1 Timothy 6:15,16. 

 

2.  “Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me 

in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, who has saved us and called us with a 

holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was 

given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, but has now been revealed by the appearing of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 

gospel.” 2 Timothy 1:8-10. 

 

3.  “God ‘will give to each person according to what he has done.’ {Psalm 62:12; Prov. 24:12} To those 

who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life.” 
Romans 2:6,7. NIV. 
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(Paul is not teaching salvation by works. In the book of Romans he spells out step by step the clear 

teaching of salvation by grace alone, through faith. We can remind ourselves what we studied in 

lesson 2. We are judged by our works, not to determine if we are good enough, but to determine if we 

have genuine faith in Jesus. Genuine faith in Jesus will always produce righteous fruit or the fruit of 

the Holy Spirit. See Gal. 5:22,23. 

 

Those who choose to believe in Jesus as their Savior and Lord, will seek to honor Him and bring 

glory to His name. They also look forward to the day when they will experience immortality and are 

able to live forever with their Savior.) 

 

4.  “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 

mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has 

put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in 

victory.’” 1 Corinthians 15:51-54. 

 

These four verses clearly spell out that: 

1. God alone has immortality. He is able to give life and immortality to others.  

2. He makes it available through the gospel. In other words, those who reject the gospel will not 

receive immortality.  

3. Immortality is described as something that believers seek, rather than something we have.  

4. The last passage lets us know that immortality will be given to believers at the resurrection. In 

other words, no one has any kind of immortality now.  

 

This clear teaching will help us clarify and understand other passages in the Bible. For example, if the 

wicked will not live forever, it is impossible for them to burn forever. If everyone is sleeping until the 

resurrection, it is impossible for the dead to somehow communicate with the living.  

 

We will look at the passages in the Bible that describe hell fire and also the words soul and spirit and 

notice how it harmonizes with the teaching that immortality is given only to those who accept Jesus as 

their Savior and Lord. It will also be valuable to study a little more about the how the Bible describes 

death as a sleep. 

 

The Bible Refers To Death As a Sleep 
 

John 11 tells the emotional and amazing story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. When Jesus 

first hears that Lazarus is sick, He seems to ignore it. The sisters were thinking and hoping that he would 

come right away so that He could heal him. After all, Lazarus was a very close friend. However, Jesus has 

a different plan. 

 

“Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. It  brother 

Lazarus was sick. Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, ‘Lord, behold, he whom You love is 

sick.’” 

 

“When Jesus heard that, He said, ‘This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the 

Son of God may be glorified through it.’ Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, 

when He heard that he was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was.” John 11:1-6. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

199 

Jesus loved them, so He stayed two more days. You would think He would do the very opposite, that 

He would go immediately. Often we expect God to do something for us and are very disappointed when 

He doesn’t do what we think He should do. However, God’s plans are always better in the long run. 

When we know beyond a doubt that He loves us and won’t do anything that is bad for us, we can live 

with confidence and peace. After waiting a couple of days, Jesus tells His disciples that they are going to 

go to Judea.  

 

“‘Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up.’” 

 

“Then His disciples said, ‘Lord, if he sleeps he will get well.’ However, Jesus spoke of his death, but 

they thought that He was speaking about taking rest in sleep.  

 

“Then Jesus said to them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, 

that you may believe. Nevertheless let us go to him.’” John 11:11-15. 

 

If you take time to read the rest of the story, you will learn that Jesus did wake him up. By the time 

Jesus arrived, Lazarus had been dead and buried. There was no doubt that he had died. By resurrecting 

Lazarus, Jesus showed that there was hope beyond the grave.  

 

Jesus referred to death as a sleep because it is temporary. He also used it to help people understand 

what it is like when a person dies. When a person is sleeping soundly, time passes without any knowledge 

of what is going on. Eight hours can pass by and it seems like a moment of time. Notice several other 

verses in the Bible that describe this. 

 

“For the living know that they will die; but the dead know nothing, and they have no more reward, for 

the memory of them is forgotten. Also their love, their hatred, and their envy have now perished; 

nevermore will they have a share in anything done under the sun.” Eccl. 9:5,6. 

 

“Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help. His breath goeth forth, 

he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.” Ps. 146:3,4. KJV. 

 

“The dead do not praise the Lord, Nor any who go down into silence. But we will bless the Lord 

From this time forth and forevermore. Praise the Lord!” Psalms 115:17,18. 

 

“In death there is no remembrance of You; In the grave who will give You thanks?” Ps. 6:5. 

 

A Soul: The Life of A Person Or Animal 

 

When we study what the Bible has to say about the soul, we discover that we are souls. A living soul 

is simply another way to describe a living being. The Bible doesn’t view us as having separate immortal 

souls that can live apart from the body. Several verses in the Bible make it very clear that the soul simply 

refers to people or animals, dead or alive. 

 

“And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 

of life; and man became a living soul (Heb. Nephesh).” Genesis 2:7. (KJV).  

 

“So God created great sea creatures and every living thing (Heb. Nephesh) that moves, with which 

the waters abounded, according to their kind, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God 

saw that it was good.” Genesis 1:21. 

 

“And as for Me, behold, I establish My covenant with you and with your descendants after you, and 

with every living creature (Heb. Nephesh) that is with you: the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the 

earth with you, of all that go out of the ark, every beast of the earth.” Genesis 9:9,10. 
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“The soul who sins shall die.” Ezekiel 18:4. Instead of being immortal, the soul or person is subjet to 

death. Referring to a person who takes a Nazirite vow, the Bible says, “All the days that he separates 

himself to the Lord he shall not go near a dead body (Heb. Nephesh).” Numbers 6:6.  

 

In the New Testament, the Greek word psuche is translated soul. As with the Hebrew in the Old 

Testament, the word psuche simply refers to the life of a person or animal.  

 

“And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen souls.” Acts 27:37. KJV 

 

“And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: 

and every living soul (Gr – psuche) died in the sea.” Revelation 16:3. KJV. 

 

For example, Jesus uses the word to refer to someone who needs food and water.  

 

“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life (Gr. – psuche, soul), what you will eat or what 

you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life (psuche) more than food and the 

body more than clothing?” Matthew 6:25. 

 

In the next passage, Jesus says that by focusing on eternal realities, we can keep this life in proper 

focus. By serving Jesus, we will experience life that is meaningful, both now and forever.  

 

“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul (Gr.-Psuche). But rather fear Him 

who is able to destroy both soul (Gr.-Psuche) and body in hell.” Matthew 10:28.  

 

Jesus is trying to point out that if fear is going to be your motivation, fear God, rather than man. For 

mankind only has the potential of killing a person in this life. Since God has promised that everyone will 

be resurrected, God will restore life to everyone who has lived. After the resurrection, people will either 

experience eternal life or die the second death. Those who die the second death will never come back to 

life. Therefore Jesus says, “fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”   

 

“Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take 

up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life (Gr.-Psuche) will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life (Gr.-Psuche) for My sake will find it.’ Matthew 16:24,25.  

 

Being a follower of Jesus means that we not only accept Him as our Savior, but that we also surrender 

to Him as the Lord of our lives. We choose to let Him be the boss of our lives. The cross was used to put 

people to death. Jesus says the only way we can be His follower is if we die to self and give Him the 

control of our lives. This can be very frightening, unless we have complete confidence that Jesus knows 

what is best and will always act in our best interest.  

 

Sometimes it is easy to question why God allows things to happen the way they do. Mary and Martha 

were very upset that Jesus didn’t come right away to help their brother Lazarus. But when they saw Jesus 

raise him from the dead, they were thrilled. Learning to trust Jesus implicitly is what the Christian life is 

all about. It is a growing experience that will continue as long as we are living. Christians will adapt a 

lifestyle of denying themselves and surrendering to Jesus.  

 

However, the promise that Jesus makes is wonderful and true. Jesus brings true meaning, joy, and 

healing into our lives. He makes life worth living and worth living for eternity! Those who think they 

know what is best and try to live their life on their own, will experience temporary fulfillment and 

happiness, but pain, sickness, alienation, and eventually eternal death.  
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 The Good News About Hell 

  

There is a hell fire, but instead of going on now, it takes place after the millennium and after the 

second resurrection, when the wicked are raised back to life. This is why Jesus refers to it as the 

resurrection of condemnation.  

 

“[The righteous] lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not 

live again until the thousand years were finished…. Now when the thousand years have expired, 

Satan will be released from his prison and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four 

corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number is as the sand 

of the sea. They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the 

beloved city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them.” Revelation 20:4-9. 

 

The fire comes to destroy sin and purify the earth. Those who insist on clinging onto sin will suffer 

the consequences. The fire will “devour them.” Then God will create a new heaven and earth. Notice 

what Peter has to say about the fire at the end.  

 

“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward 

us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord 

will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the 

elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.  

 

“Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy 

conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 

heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat. Nevertheless 

we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 

dwells.” 2 Peter 3:9-13. 

 

If the fire is for the purpose of cleansing the earth from all sin, we need to ask ourselves why the 

Bible sometimes refers to “eternal fire,” “everlasting punishment,” and “tormented day and night for ever 

and ever.” These terms have led many people to think that the wicked to live forever. However, it is very 

easy to explain.  

 

In Jude 1:6,7, the fire that destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah is used as an illustration of the final 

destruction by fire. 

 

“And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has  Gomorrah, 

and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual 

immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of 

eternal fire.” Jude 1:6,7. 

 

Sodom and Gomorrah are not burning today, but the results of its punishment have been eternal. 

Instead of a beautiful land that Lot considered very desirable, it is now a barren land on the southern part 

of the lake called the Dead Sea. 

 

In Matthew 25, Jesus describes a judgment scene in which the “Sheep” are separated from the 

“Goats.” The first group shows kindness, while the second group is selfish. The passage is especially 

famous for showing how God identifies with the human race. Those who were selfish were described as 

not serving God, for they didn’t help their fellow human beings.  

 

“The King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’  

 



 

 

 

202 

“Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting 

fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty 

and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe 

Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’” 

 

“Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger 

or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’” 

“Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of 

the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ And these will go away into everlasting punishment, 

but the righteous into eternal life.” Matthew 25:40-46.  

 

Jesus said the latter group will “go away into everlasting punishment.” He didn’t say they would 

receive “everlasting punishing.” If he had said the latter phrase, then He would be meaning that the act of 

punishing would be everlasting. He would then have to keep people alive so that punishing could 

continue. Instead, Jesus said the end result of the punishment would be everlasting. There would be no 

changing it. The second death is final. The righteous, however, will experience the opposite – eternal life.  

 

Notice that the eternal or everlasting fire is prepared for the devil and his angels. God does not want 

any human to perish. He doesn’t “want anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 2 Peter 

3:9. Unfortunately, many people do choose to reject God and join Satan’s rebellion. Those who 

persistently continue their decision will perish in the end. 

  

Going back to Revelation 20, we need to ask about the phrase, tormented day and night forever and 

ever. 

 

“They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city. 

And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them. The devil, who deceived them, 

was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be 

tormented day and night forever and ever. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and 

Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his 

works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And anyone 

not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” Revelation 20:9-15. 

 

Notice who is being talked about in this paragraph. The first part is talking about the wicked who 

have been raised and deceived by Satan. They are the ones who are going to be devoured by the fire. 

 

Then it says “the devil is cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet 

are.” They – the devil, beast, and false prophet – are the ones who are described as being tormented day 

and night forever and ever. In Revelation 19:20 the beast and false prophet were described as being “cast 

alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone.”  

 

In an earlier study guide, we noticed that the beast and false prophet are not literal people, but 

symbols that represent religious/political systems at war with God and His people. When sin is 

completely destroyed, it is a good thing to know that the spirit of rebellion will be “tormented” day and 

night forever and ever. We don’t ever want sin and rebellion to rise again. This verse assures us that it 

won’t, for the spirit of rebellion will be contrasted with the loving, self-sacrificing spirit manifested by 

Jesus when He redeemed the human race from sin. In the light of that contrast, the redeemed and all 

heavenly beings will say no to the spirit of rebellion, worshiping God with all their heart, soul, strength, 

and mind. 
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The final end of Satan is also revealed in Ezekiel 28:12-19. 

 

“This is what the Sovereign LORD says: ‘You were the model of perfection, full of wisdom and 

perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God;… You were blameless in your ways from 

the day you were created till wickedness was found in you. Through your widespread trade you were 

filled with violence, and you sinned. So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I 

expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones.’” 

 

“‘Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of 

your splendor. So I threw you to the earth; I made a spectacle of you before kings. By your many sins 

and dishonest trade you have desecrated your sanctuaries. So I made a fire come out from you, and it 

consumed you, and I reduced you to ashes on the ground in the sight of all who were watching. All 

the nations who knew you are appalled at you; you have come to a horrible end and will be no 

more.’” 

 

It is wonderful news that Satan will be no more. The enemy who inspired evil, selfishness, greed, 

abuse, and war will be forever destroyed. All who are alive will understand that God is righteous and just 

in all His ways. If anyone has a question, they will simply be able to review the history of the world. They 

will be able to see the fruit of Satan’s rebellion in contrast with the love of God and the sacrifice of Jesus 

to redeem the human race. The spirit of rebellion will be tormented, rejected, “day and night forever and 

ever.” 

 

Revelation 14:9-11 also speaks about people being tormented by the fire and brimstone. But since it is 

talking about people, the wording is different. Instead of them being tormented forever and ever, it refers 

to the smoke arising forever and ever.  

 

“Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, ‘If anyone worships the beast and his 

image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, he himself shall also drink of the wine of 

the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be 

tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 

And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who 

worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.’”  

 

Just as the smoke of a fire will ascend long after the fire has been put out, so the smoke of the fire is 

described as ascending after the wicked are destroyed. The words forever and ever need to be understood 

consistently with how the Bible uses these words. For example, notice how Isaiah describes the 

destruction of Edom: 

 

“For the LORD has a … great slaughter in the land of Edom…. For it is the day of the LORD'S 

vengeance, the year of recompense for the cause of Zion. Its streams shall be turned into pitch, and its 

dust into brimstone; its land shall become burning pitch. It shall not be quenched night or day; its 

smoke shall ascend forever. From generation to generation it shall lie waste; No one shall pass 

through it forever and ever.” 

 

“But the pelican and the porcupine shall possess it, also the owl and the raven shall dwell in it. And 

He shall stretch out over it the line of confusion and the stones of emptiness. They shall call its nobles 

to the kingdom, but none shall be there, and all its princes shall be nothing. And thorns shall come up 

in its palaces, Nettles and brambles in its fortresses; it shall be a habitation of jackals, a courtyard for 

ostriches. The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the jackals, and the wild goat shall bleat 

to its companion; also the night creature shall rest there, and find for herself a place of rest.” Isaiah 

34:6-14. 
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While Isaiah talks about the land becoming burning pitch and its smoke ascending forever, we realize 

the language is pointing to the devastation of the land, rather than a land that is continually burning. For 

how could the animals inhabit the land if it continued to be on fire? This is how it will be with the wicked 

at the end of time. There is a complete destruction when you include the events at the second coming of 

Jesus and also the events after the millennium. But then God will create a new heaven and earth. The 

wicked will be no more. Malachi refers to this: 

 

“‘For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, and all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly 

will be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up,’ Says the LORD of hosts, ‘that will 

leave them neither root nor branch.’” Malachi 4:1. (At the end of this study is an article that answers 

other questions about death and heal.) 

 

A New Heaven And Earth 
 

The last enemy that Jesus destroys is death. If death were somehow defined as an eternal burning 

punishing, then the process of dying would never end. But we are told that death itself will come to an 

end. 

 

“And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor 

crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” Revelation 21:4. 

 

“Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all 

rule and all authority and power. For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. The last 

enemy that will be destroyed is death.” 1 Corinthians 15:24-26. 

 

The last paragraph of the book, The Great Controversy Between Good and Evil, describes the 

wonderful time when the universe is cleansed of all sin, as well as all of the effects of sin.   

 

“The great controversy is ended. Sin and sinners are no more. The entire universe is clean. One pulse 

of harmony and gladness beats through the vast creation. From Him who created all, flow life and 

light and gladness, throughout the realms of illimitable space. From the minutest atom to the greatest 

world, all things, animate and inanimate, in their unshadowed beauty and perfect joy, declare that 

God is love.” Great Controversy p. 678.  

 

Many people wonder if the righteous will recognize one another after the resurrection and throughout 

eternity. The Bible gives some hints about what it will be like.  

 

“For we know in part and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect has come, then that 

which is in part will be done away. When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I 

thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see in a mirror, 

dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.” 1 

Corinthians 13:9-12 

 

We will be known and we shall know others. What will be a little different, however, is that when 

people are resurrected, they will be given brand new bodies without any corruption.  

 

“For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For 

this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.” 1 Corinthians 

15:52,53.  
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This change may take some adjusting, but there will be certainly be joy at each reunion. When an 

older person dies, the aging process has set in. Wrinkles, weakness, disease, and deformities have 

produced changes in the looks and actions. When the person is raised to life, the sickness is gone, the 

deformities have been removed, and the wrinkles are no more. Grandchildren will for the first time see 

their grandparents as they were during the prime of their life. Because of these changes, I can imagine that 

at first we may not recognize each other.  

 

For example, when children see their grandparents in heaven, they may think, “That’s not what my 

grandfather looked like!” They may have only known their grandparents after they were bound in a wheel 

chair or after having they had a stroke, or some other disease. While this may take some adjusting, we 

will all be happy for the new life and health that everyone has. 

 

Will We Get Bored? 
 

Many people wonder what we will do throughout eternity. “Won’t we get bored,” they ask? Notice 

this description from the Great Controversy: 

 

“There the redeemed shall know, even as also they are known. The loves and sympathies which God 

Himself has planted in the soul, shall there find truest and sweetest exercise. The pure communion 

with holy beings, the harmonious social life with the blessed angels and with the faithful ones of all 

ages who have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, the sacred ties that 

bind together "the whole family in heaven and earth" (Ephesians 3:15)--these help to constitute the 

happiness of the redeemed.” 

 

“There, immortal minds will contemplate with never-failing delight the wonders of creative power, 

the mysteries of redeeming love. There will be no cruel, deceiving foe to tempt to forgetfulness of 

God. Every faculty will be developed, every capacity increased. The acquirement of knowledge will 

not weary the mind or exhaust the energies. There the grandest enterprises may be carried forward, 

the loftiest aspirations reached, the highest ambitions realized; and still there will arise new heights to 

surmount, new wonders to admire, new truths to comprehend, fresh objects to call forth the powers of 

mind and soul and body.” 

 

“All the treasures of the universe will be open to the study of God's redeemed. Unfettered by 

mortality, they wing their tireless flight to worlds afar--worlds that thrilled with sorrow at the 

spectacle of human woe and rang with songs of gladness at the tidings of a ransomed soul. With 

unutterable delight the children of earth enter into the joy and the wisdom of unfallen beings. They 

share the treasures of knowledge and understanding gained through ages upon ages in contemplation 

of God's handiwork. With undimmed vision they gaze upon the glory of creation--suns and stars and 

systems, all in their appointed order circling the throne of Deity. Upon all things, from the least to the 

greatest, the Creator's name is written, and in all are the riches of His power displayed. 

 

“And the years of eternity, as they roll, will bring richer and still more glorious revelations of God 

and of Christ. As knowledge is progressive, so will love, reverence, and happiness increase. The more 

men learn of God, the greater will be their admiration of His character. As Jesus opens before them 

the riches of redemption and the amazing achievements in the great controversy with Satan, the hearts 

of the ransomed thrill with more fervent devotion, and with more rapturous joy they sweep the harps 

of gold; and ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of voices unite to swell the 

mighty chorus of praise.”  The Great Controversy Between Christ and Satan. Pages 677-678. 

 

 

Our final destiny will be forever – eternal life or death. Satan tries to make people satisfied with the 

temporary pleasures of sin on this earth. He attempts to deceive us about who God is and what He is like. 

He will do anything he can to lead us to ignore or reject God.  
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But the truth will set people free from Satan’s lies. The more we learn about, the more we will want 

to live with Him now and throughout eternity. And because of Jesus’ perfect life and death, we are free to 

come to Him just as we are. We can also be thankful that He will produce within us the qualities that we 

so much desire: “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-

control.” Galatians 5:22,23.  

 

It is my prayer that these studies will help many people to come to know God, to love Him and to 

choose to live with Him now and throughout eternity. 

 

Questions Concerning Death and Hell 
 

HELL. The place and state of punishment and destruction, by eternal fire in the second death, of 

those who reject God and the offer of salvation in Jesus Christ. The Heb. she’oÆl and the Gr. hadeµs, 

both translated “hell,” refer to the unseen world, or world of the dead. The Gr. geenna denotes the “hell” 

of fiery punishment. The Gr. verb tartarooµ, “to cast [down] to hell,” occurs but once (2 Peter 2:4). 

Inasmuch as in the Bible the English word “hell” is used to connote a place of punishment for the 

impenitent, as well as the realm of the dead (geenna as well as she’oÆl and hadeµs), confusion often 

results. Recognizing the difference in meaning, the RSV and other modern translations prefer to 

transliterate the Heb. she’oÆl into English as Sheol and the Gr. hadeµs as Hades. Of the 11 times hadeµs 

occurs in the NT, in nine instances the RSV retains the Gr. transliteration. In one of the other instances 

(Matt. 16:18), the RSV translates the words of Christ rendered in the KJV as “the gates of hell,” as “the 

powers of death,” and in the other (1 Cor. 15:55) it renders hadeµs, “death.” In the four occurrences of 

hadeµs in Revelation, the term is in each instance connected with the word for death in the twin 

expression “death and Hades” (RSV). The word hadeµs appears on many ancient tombstones in Asia 

Minor with reference to the grave of the person there buried. 

The Gr. term denoting a place of punishment, geenna, is used 12 times in the NT. It is derived from 

the Heb. GeÆ Hinnom, or “Valley of Hinnom,” the deep valley immediately to the south of Jerusalem. 

From OT references (Joshua 15:8; 2 Kings 23:10; Jer. 7:31) and from the description of its position in 1 

Enoch 26:1–5, it has been identified with the present WaÆdéµ er-RabaÆbeh. Jeremiah (2:23; 7:31, 32) 

indicates that the valley was the site where the barbaric heathen rite of burning children to Molech was 

conducted. Wicked King Ahaz seems to have instituted this devilish practice (2 Chron. 28:3; cf. PK 57). 

Manasseh, a grandson of Ahaz, restored this rite (2 Chron. 33:1, 6; cf. Jer. 32:35). Years later good King 

Josiah formally desecrated the high places in the Valley of Hinnom (2 Kings 23:10), thus bringing the 

practice to a halt. Jeremiah announced that because of this wicked practice the valley was to be called 

“valley of slaughter,” because there the enemies of the Jews would kill the fleeing inhabitants of 

Jerusalem and leave their bodies unburied (Jer. 7:32; 19:6, 7). 

In the postexilic period, with the development of a definite doctrine of eschatology, the idea of a fiery 

hell as the place of punishment for sinners became a part of popular Jewish belief. GeÆ Hinnom was 

regarded first as the entrance to hell, and then as a term for hell itself. See also 1 Enoch 67:6; 90:26; 98:3. 

The tradition that makes the Valley of Gehenna a place of burning rubbish, and thus a type of the fires of 

                                                 

Heb. Hebrew or Hebrews 

Gr. Greek 

RSV Revised Standard Version 

NT New Testament 

KJV King James Version 

OT Old Testament 

cf confer, "compare" 

PK The Story of Prophets and Kings, by Ellen G. White 
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the last day, appears to have originated with Rabbi Kimchi, a Jewish scholar of the twelfth and thirteenth 

centuries. Ancient Jewish literature knows nothing of the idea. The earlier rabbis cite Isa. 31:9 for the 

concept of Gehenna’s being a type of the fires of the last day. 

Three times in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus referred to geena (Matt. 5:22, 29, 30). He also spoke 

of Him who is “able to destroy both soul and body in hell [geena ]” (Matt. 10:28), and warned the 

Pharisees of “the damnation of hell [geena ]” (Matt. 23:33). He said that it is better to be maimed and gain 

eternal life than to be cast whole into geena (Mark 9:43, 45, 47). Luke 12:5 clearly indicates that the 

geenna experience lies beyond death. 

As to the nature and effect of hellfire, Bible teaching is clear. In Matt. 3:12 sinners are compared to 

chaff that is burned with “unquenchable fire” (cf. Mark 9:43–48; Luke 3:9). In Matt. 25:41 the wicked are 

represented as being consigned to “everlasting [aioµnios] fire.” And in Matt. 5:22 Jesus referred to the 

final judgment on the wicked as “hellfire.” All three passages refer to the fires of the last day that will 

devour the wicked and all their works. This fire will purge the earth (2 Peter 3:10–12; Luke 3:17). It will 

be ignited after all the finally impenitent who come up in the second resurrection (Rev. 20:5) are 

marshaled under Satan around the New Jerusalem (v. 9). (In other words, it is not burning now.) The 

devil, his evil confederates, and all who have been deceived by them are cast into this lake of fire (vs. 10, 

14, 15). 

Seventh-day Adventists have generally avoided the use of the word “annihilation” because of the 

connotation some have given it, such as that the wicked forever cease to exist at the first death. The SDA 

view is that “the unrighteous dead will . . . be resurrected, and with Satan and his angels will . . . [be 

consumed by] fire from God” (Church Manual [1990], p. 31). This is the second death, from which there 

will be no resurrection. The word aioµnios, usually translated “everlasting” or “eternal,” and once 

“forever,” means literally, “lasting for an age,” in the sense of being continuous and not subject to 

capricious change. The English words “everlasting” and “eternal,” on the other hand, imply duration 

unlimited. The duration signified by aioµnios must be determined by the nature of the person or thing it 

describes. In the NT aioµnios is used to describe both the fate of the wicked and the reward of the 

righteous. Following the above principle, we find that the reward of the righteous is life to which there is 

no end, whereas the reward or judgment of the wicked is death to which there is no end (cf. Rom. 6:23). 

In John 3:16 “everlasting life” stands in contrast to “perish.” 

The word “unquenchable” may be similarly understood. Jeremiah predicted that God would kindle a 

fire in Jerusalem that would “not be quenched” (Jer. 17:27). This prediction was fulfilled when the city 

was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar (2 Chron. 36:19–21). Obviously that fire is not burning today. It was 

unquenchable in the sense that the Jews were unable to put it out; it burned until it destroyed their city and 

went out…. 

Seventh-day Adventists have also pointed to the inconsistency of the doctrine of eternal torment with 

the character of God as revealed in the Bible. 

“How repugnant to every emotion of love and mercy, and even to our sense of justice, is the doctrine 

that the wicked dead are tormented with fire and brimstone in an eternally burning hell; that for the sins of 

a brief earthly life they are to suffer torture as long as God shall live. . . . 

“Where, in the pages of God’s Word, is such teaching to be found? Will the redeemed in heaven be 

lost to all emotions of pity and compassion, and even to feelings of common humanity? Are these to be 

exchanged for the indifference of the stoic, or the cruelty of the savage? . . . 
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“What would be gained to God should we admit that He delights in witnessing unceasing tortures; 

that He is regaled with the groans and shrieks and imprecations of the suffering creatures whom He holds 

in the flames of hell? Can these horrid sounds be music in the ear of infinite Love? . . . 

“It is beyond the power of the human mind to estimate the evil which has been wrought by the heresy 

of eternal torment. The religion of the Bible, full of love and goodness, and abounding in compassion, is 

darkened by superstition and clothed with terror. When we consider in what false colors Satan has painted 

the character of God, can we wonder that our merciful Creator is feared, dreaded, and even hated? The 

appalling views of God which have spread over the world from the teachings of the pulpit have made 

thousands, yes, millions of skeptics and infidels” (GC 535, 536). 

As to Jesus’ story of the rich man and Lazarus, which is often presented as proof that the soul goes to 

its reward at death, SDAs believe that it was a parable and that Jesus was using an argument ad hominem 

based on the Pharisees’ erroneous concept of the condition of men and women in death. 

This concept is reflected in Josephus’ discourse concerning Hades, in which he sets forth Hades as a 

place wherein the souls of all—both righteous and unrighteous—are confined until a proper season, 

which God has determined, when all will be resurrected from the dead. He pictures it as a subterranean 

region shrouded in darkness. In this region, he says, a place has been set apart as a lake of unquenchable 

fire, where the wicked will eventually be cast. At the gate of this region, presumably, stands an archangel, 

with a group of guards. Passing through the gate, the just are conducted to the right by their respective 

angels, to a place of light. Here in bliss and rejoicing, basking in the smiles of their forebears, they rest, 

awaiting the resurrection and eternal new life in heaven. This imaginary place is called “the bosom of 

Abraham.” 

Josephus goes on to explain that as the unjust reach the gate, the angels drag them to the left into the 

neighborhood of hell itself. There they hear the noise of hell and feel its hot vapor, while awaiting in 

fearful expectation the horrors of the lake of fire. They may also look in the opposite direction and see the 

righteous enjoying the bliss of Abraham’s bosom. Between the two groups, however, there is a deep 

chasm which cannot be crossed by either the just or the unjust (“An Extract out of Josephus’s Discourse 

to the Greeks Concerning Hades,” in his Works, Whiston translation, Philadelphia [1853], pp. 524–526). 

1
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Appendix - Perspectives of Salvation 
 

Questions To Be 

Answered 

Calvinism Armenians The Everlasting Gospel 

(The order of the 

original Calvinist and 

Arminian statements 

has been changed to 

correspond with the 

acronym many 

Calvinists use to 

remember them: 

TULIP 

 

"The Canon of Dort"  

November 1618 to May 

1619 

[Comments in brackets 

are added to help 

explain or clarify the 

statement.] 

Armenian "Articles of 

Remonstrance"1610 

(Comments in 

parentheses are part of 

the original statement.)  

[Comments in brackets 

are added to clarify the 

point.] 

The everlasting gospel has 

never changed. It refers to 

what Jesus did for the human 

race through His perfect life 

and death. The gospel was the 

first thing Satan attacked in the 

early church, leading them to 

lose their first love. Gal. 1:7; 

Rev. 2:4. God is anxious to 

restore the everlasting gospel 

that people may grow up into 

maturity and live for His glory. 

Matt. 24:14; Rev. 14:6,7. 

1. Can a person do 

anything good without 

God? Is humanity 

basically good, with 

the capacity to do 

some evil, or evil with 

the capacity to do 

some good, or evil 

without the ability to 

do anything good. 

Total Depravity - fallen 

man was totally unable 

to save himself.  

 

[Unable to make any 

response to God.] 

Man can neither of 

himself nor of his free 

will do anything truly 

good until he is born 

again of God, in Christ, 

through the Holy Spirit. 

(Though accused of such, 

Arminius and his 

followers were not 

Pelagians.) 

The human race became sinful 

and totally corrupt when Adam 

sinned. Because of our sinful 

nature, we are unable to do 

anything good apart from God. 

Is. 53:5,6; John 15:4,5 Rom. 

3:23; 5:12.  

2. Did God 

sovereignly choose 

anyone to be saved or 

lost? 

Unconditional 

Election - God's 

electing purpose was 

not conditioned by 

anything in man.  

 

[What God chooses 

will happen. He did 

choose some, only 

some, to be saved.] 

God has decreed to save 

through Jesus Christ 

those of the fallen and 

sinful race who through 

the grace of the Holy 

Spirit believe in him, but 

leaves in sin the 

incorrigible and 

unbelieving. (In other 

words predestination is 

said to be conditioned by 

God's foreknowledge of 

who would respond to 

the gospel) 

Out of love, Jesus came to save 

the human race. As the last 

Adam, Jesus represented the 

human race. Through His life 

and death, He legally saved 

everyone from the penalty of 

sin. When He died, all died the 

death that the law demanded.  

Through His perfect life He 

was able to give eternal life to 

the human race. John 3:16,17; 

Rom. 5:18; 1 Cor. 15:21,22,45; 

2 Cor. 5:14-21; 8:9;                 

1 John 5:10,11; Heb. 10:10, 

14; Col. 1:12. 
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3. What did the life 

and death of Jesus 

accomplish? For 

Whom?         

Arminians ask, "If 

Christ didn't die for 

everyone, isn't God 

being unfair?"      

Calvinists ask, "If 

Jesus redeemed the 

whole human race, 

why are some being 

lost? And if some are 

lost, isn't God being 

unfair for punishing 

the same sins twice? 

Limited Atonement -

Christ's atoning death 

was sufficient to save 

all men, but efficient 

only for the elect.  

[God predestined some 

to be saved, but others 

to be lost. Since 

everyone was 

undeserving, God is not 

being unfair by sending 

some to an eternal fire, 

but choosing some to 

save and manifest His 

ability to transform 

people.] 

Christ died for all men 

(not just for the elect), 

but no one except the 

believer has remission of 

sin. 

[Arminius concluded that 

Christ death did not 

actually or objectively 

save anyone. He simply 

made a provision for the 

salvation of all humanity. 

That provision becomes 

reality only when a 

person fulfills certain 

conditions: Believes, 

Confesses, Repents] 

God took the initiative to 

reconcile the world to Himself, 

not counting anyone’s sins 

against them, no matter who 

we are or what we have done.  

The atonement is for the whole 

world and it is more than a 

provision. Jesus legally 

justified everyone as the last 

Adam. Those who are lost in 

the end will perish, not 

because they have sinned, but 

because they love sin. They 

love darkness rather than light. 

With a love for sin, they would 

not enjoy heaven. They would 

rather die than be with God.    

2 Cor. 5:19; 1 John 2:1,2; John 

3:16-19; Rom. 3:23,24; 5:18; 

Rev. 6:12-17. 

4. Can grace and the 

work of the Holy 

Spirit be resisted? 

Irresistible Grace - The 

gift of faith, 

sovereignly given by 

God's Holy Spirit, 

cannot be resisted by 

the elect. 

All good deeds or 

movements in the 

regenerate must be 

ascribed to the grace of 

God but his grace is not 

irresistible. 

While God has qualified 

everyone for eternal life, He 

will not force Himself on 

anyone. He maintains our 

freedom to choose. 2 Cor. 

5:20; John 3:19; Rev. 3:20. 

5. Can a person who 

has experienced God's 

love, salvation, and 

forgiveness reject it 

later? 

(Calvinists wonder if 

they are part of the 

elect. Arminians 

wonder if they have 

enough faith.)  

Perseverance of the 

saints -those who are 

regenerated and 

justified will persevere 

in the faith.  

[These 5 points to the 

teaching, "Once saved, 

always saved." For 

once you find out your 

are part of the elect, 

you know you cannot 

be lost.] 

Those who are 

incorporated into Christ 

by a true faith have 

power given them 

through the assisting 

grace of the Holy Spirit 

to persevere in the faith. 

But it is possible for a 

believer to fall from 

grace. God's grace can be 

rejected. 

Our freedom of choice 

continues throughout our lives. 

We are called to watch and 

pray and not lose faith. The 

Bible tells us that it is 

impossible to renew a person 

to repentance if they 

experienced the truth and the 

Holy Spirit in their lives, and 

crucify Jesus openly. There is 

nothing more that God can do 

for them. Luke 21:36; Heb. 

6:1-6; 10:29.  

 


