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 Extreme Liberal   Extreme Conservative Everlasting Gospel 

Law Vs. Grace Freedom without Consequences – Low 
standards with lots of grace. 

Consequences without Freedom – High standards 
with no grace. 

Freedom with Consequences – High standards with 
lots of grace. 

Openness Embrace "sin" as normal and healthy as a 
way to live without  guilt and shame.  

Embrace high standards as normal, so work hard at 
fixing self and others in order to be saved is the focus. 

Embrace honesty, appropriate confession in view of 
our failure, and God's forgiveness. 

Denial Refusal to admit responsibility and accept 
consequences for choices 

Refusal to admit helplessness to measure up to the 
high standard. Experiences guilt and shame, but 
doesn't want to admit it. 

Refusal to approve of sin or selfish desires - Makes 
choice to deny self and embrace Jesus as a complete 
Savior from sin. 

Key to Peace 
and 
Acceptance 

Pluralism - Believing that all lifestyles and 
philosophies are right and good as long as 
one is happy and doesn't condemn others.  

Performance - Believing that hard work and 
accomplishment earns peace and acceptance. 

Faith - Believing God accepts the human race based 
upon the perfect life and death of Jesus. His love, 
grace, and forgiveness leads to inner peace and love. 

Purpose in life Living for here and now. Establishing the 
best life on this earth we can for ourselves 
and future generations.  

Living to get to heaven.  Since life on this earth is so 
short, the focus is to try to make sure we can life 
forever in heaven. 

Living for God’s glory. Since Jesus has given us 
eternal life, we can focus on living for Him and 
being a blessing to others for all time. 

Motivated by Fear & Reward - Tends toward a focus of 
instant gratification; whatever I need to 
enjoy life now.    

Fear & Reward - Tends to be more open to delayed 
gratification; willingness to forego temporary pleasure 
for greater good later. 

God's Unconditional Love - Discovers fulfillment in 
Christ now and assurance for a life without pain 
later. 

Value is based 
on: 

Quality of life - Life is valuable as long as it 
is enjoyable. An unwanted baby has little 
value because it would have little enjoyment 
if born. It would also lessen the quality of 
life of the mother. A terminally ill patient in 
chronic pain has lost all quality of life, so 
there is justification for "mercy killing." 

Achievement - The more a person has achieved in 
education, job status, and financial success, the more 
value one has. The young and weak have value 
because of their potential. The old and weak have 
value because we can learn from them, by listening 
and by serving them.  

Personhood - Everyone is valuable simply because 
they are! On the cross Jesus revealed how valuable 
everyone is to Him. Pain doesn't lessen value, for 
God is able to bring good out of pain. Achievement 
does not create value, but rather creates opportunities 
to serve others. 

How they are 
generally 
perceived by 
others 

Compassionate - For they have a philosophy 
that accepts and supports everyone, no 
matter what they believe, unless they believe 
everyone needs Jesus as their Savior. (This 
is often because they want others to accept 
them and their lifestyle practices.)    

Critical - For they emphasize there is only one way to 
believe - their way. And since each person has 
different perspectives and gifts, the standard by which 
a person judges and condemns varies with each 
person.  

A Threat to both - Provides compassion, acceptance, 
and grace for all people just as they are, and 
connects them to Jesus who promises to free them 
from all aspects of sin. (They embrace the 
everlasting gospel that is a stumbling block to the 
some and foolishness to others. 1 Cor. 1:18ff) 

Leadership 
style 

Tends toward love without discipline. This 
often promotes insecurity and immaturity. 

Tends toward discipline without love. This often 
promotes anger and immaturity. 

Love with discipline. This leads to security and 
maturity in the lives of those are trained by it. 

Affect upon 
others 

Enabling - Helping a person to remain  
unhealthy by keeping them from 
experiencing the consequences of unhealthy 
choices.  

Discouraging - For no matter how hard a person tries 
to measure up to the “perfect standard,” they fail.   

Hope  - For those who believe the truth and see Jesus 
as a complete Savior from sin. 
 

Resentment - For those who don't want a Savior 
from sin. 
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